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Introduction

Hajj is the 5th pillar of Islam. Like every other pillar, Hajj is such a worship that prepares the servant of
Allah to surrender to Allah’s call. Even though this pillar is obligatory on Muslims, once in the lifetime if
one has the ability, yet it involves huge sacrifice for the sake of Allah. Unless a Muslim has strong
back-up and habits from other, then he or she will find the sacrifice of Hajj is too much to take.

Hajj requires some of the following:

» Strong Imaan: Only strong Imaan can motivate Muslims to take risk for hard travelling to
perform the Hajj. Imaan (Islamic faith) is the 1st pillar of Islam. If a Muslim is strong in the 1st
pillar, then later it helps him or her to dedicate everything for the Hajj.

> Habit to respond to the call of Allah: Salah is the 2nd pillar of Islam and everyday it calls
Muslims to join in the prayers. If a Muslim is regular in Salah, then he or she builds up a habit to
respond to Allah’s call daily. Later, when they are called for performing Hajj, despite it being a
hard call, they can respond to it with full enthusiasm.

> Habit of spending in Allah’s cause: Zakah is the 3rd pillar of Islam. It trains Muslims to spend
in the path of Allah. Hajj requires a lot of money. Those who spend for Allah as Zakah, find Hajj
spending easier as an act to respond to the call of Allah.

» Habit of sacrifice for Allah’s sake: Salah, fasting and charity train Muslims to sacrifice their
time, energy, money to the pleasure of Allah. Hajj is a very demanding worship which requires
huge sacrifices. Those who are used to sacrificing in other pillars, find easier to sacrifice for
Hajj, to respond to the call of Allah Almighty.

> Huge self-control: Fasting is a training for self-control. In Hajj self-control is necessary in
terms of sexuality, anger, or any sinful activities. Those who practice self-control in fasting,
find easier in self-control in the Hajj.

Hajj is like a combo of all other pillars of Islam. Hajj is the true manifestation of true belief, true Salah,
true Zakah, true fasting etc. It prepares Allah’s servant to respond to HIS obedience in every step of
life. That’s why Hajj is called the best worship. Hajj is not just a ritual. It has many lessons for Muslims
and for all mankind. How does Hajj give lessons? Why it is not just a ritual only? or what must we learn
from it and so on requires explanations. This book is that little effort to explain some of the lessons
about Hajj. So, | shall try to include explanations about Hajj in this small book to stimulate the
understanding.

| can’t do it unless Allah grants me ability. May Allah grant me the beneficial knowledge required to
write this book and may Allah accept my little service for HIM! May Allah also reward those who are
helping me in many ways for this noble work, Ameen!

In this book, you may find some repetition in issues, and it is for a reason. The reason is to remind you
a few times to get the idea to sink into the mind of the reader. The idea is to find the lessons from Hajj
to address misunderstanding, and to increase moral character on Muslims in their daily lives. If
anyone finds any mistakes in my writing, please feel free to pass your feedback, and | shall take care
of it appropriately Insha Allah!

Farid Ahmed, MNZM
April 2025, Christchurch, New Zealand.
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Chapter 1: What is Hajj?

What is Hajj?

Hajj is an Arabic word. Allah has mentioned it in the Holy Quran many times. One of those, as an

example:
’1{. ) - c w Fy) °. ‘ ‘
e G

“For Hajj, the months are well known.”
[Al-Quran 2:197]

Meaning of the word ‘Hajj’: It means resolution or making up mind.

Meaning of ‘Hajj’ in Islamic Shariah: Making up mind, to visit Allah’s House in Makkah, for the sake
of Allah, to do some prescribed duties, according to the teachings of Holy prophet (s.a.w).

Why is it named ‘Hajj’? The reason is, Muslims from all over the world gather in the centre, which is
Allah’s house in Makkah, to visit and to perform some duties for the pleasure of Allah.

Hajj also means, a worship of Allah which requires to gather around Allah’s house in Makkah to
perform some duties.

So, the summary of the meaning of the Hajj is:

» Itis avisitonly in response to the call of Allah.

> Itis avisit to the Holy House in Makkah because Allah called for the visit.

» It is about making up the mind or making a firm intention to visit Allah’s House to perform
some duties.

> Itis aworship of Allah and

> ltisvery rewarding etc.

Hajj is an important pillar of Islam. It takes place once a year and every year without break unless any
terrible calamity. It is a well-known assembly of millions of Muslims to everyone in this world. Muslims
and non-Muslims respect it as a holy pilgrimage. It does not take place in privacy, but it is an open
program, televised live to all over the world. This book is dedicated towards better understanding of
Hajj.

Why does the Hajj visit different from a normal visit?

Hajj is not a normal visiting or normal travelling. It is beyond normal and very noble. Why is the Hajj
visit extra-ordinary? Let me point out below a few differences between Hajj visiting and normal visiting
to understand the differences.

» The aim: All travelling has an aim. In normal travelling the aim is to have fun, joy or
entertainment. Or people want to relax after hard work with rest, fun, disengage from working
hard, with good foods and stressless environment. People spend lots of money for holiday visit
for worldly fun and gain. Is the aim of Hajj the same? Not really. The aim of Hajj is not the
same. Aim of Hajj is more noble, and it is to visit Allah’s house to please Allah as a worship.

» The method: All travelling follows a method. In normal visit, the method of visit is chosen by
the visitors. They make their plans for their own pleasures. They do not want to spend money
on a visit that does not satisfy their needs. If the provider cannot meet their choices, they
complain about it or they ask for the money back. But in Hajj visit, the choice is not on the
pilgrims. The method of Hajj visit is prescribed by Allah, and the pilgrims must abide by it. If
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they disobey the method, their Hajj will not be accepted by Allah. To teach the method of Hajj,
Allah has chosen HIS Holy Messenger to teach believers, and the pilgrims must follow the
teachings of Allah’s messenger sincerely.

Strict protocol: In normal travel people try to get away from strict conditions. They seek for
freedom from stressful situations, and they go away to relax and enjoy. Or they want to
exercise as they wish. Is Hajj with freedom in protocol? Can pilgrims do whatever they feel like
to do to satisfy their desires and cravings? No, In Hajj, the enjoyment is there, but with strict
protocols for achieving the best self-control. For example, in Hajj husband and wife are not
allowed to have any love affairs between them. Besides, one is not allowed to do any fighting,
quarrelling, abusive actions, and as well as any sinful actions.

Dress: In normal travelling people wear dresses that they like. Some love to wear less and
others in moderation or more. Dress is an expression of people’s mentality and attitudes.
People in power or position may have their dress codes according to their traditions. What is
the dress code in Hajj? Does it have any code about it? Yes, in Hajj, it has its dress code, and
pilgrims must follow that code. The dress of Taqwa (Righteousness) is the basis of Hajj dress
codes. Such as, male dress code is two white pieces of cloth and for female pilgrim’s dress
code is moderation with simplicity. Both male and female dress code is with the aim of
practicing extreme humility for the pleasure of Allah.

Celebration: In normal travelling there are various activities to celebrate the visit for having
fun and enjoyment. Again, the agenda for celebration is chosen by the organizers based on
cultures, and traditions to entertain the guests. That includes glory for the nation or nations.
What is the Hajj celebration for? How is it different than other celebrations? Hajj celebration is
to glorify the praises of Allah, to submit to Allah completely, and to dedicate all efforts to
receive Allah’s mercy, blessings, forgiveness and Paradise.

Accommodation: In normal travelling, travellers choose the most comfortable
accommodation that they can afford. They don’t like to compromise with high quality
accommodation with the best facilities aiming for the best comfort. Is accommodation a
primary concern for the Pilgrims? In Hajj, high quality accommodation is not the primary
concern. Pilgrims are flexible around it. They may have best accommodation in Makkah, but
they are happy to be in the field of A’rafah, and at night under the sky in the Muzdalifa as well,
and then in the tent in Mina city. Their primary concern is to please Allah whether they’re in the
comfortable position or in the hardship. Most able pilgrims even do not sleep at night to spend
their resting time in worship. Their focus on harvesting as much reward as they can in the Hajj
season. Their goal is to gain the everlasting best accommodation in the Paradise.

Penalty: In normal travel people don’t have to pay penalty if they do little extra fun, or if they
miss any fun. Hajj has different rules. In Hajj one is not allowed to include fun according to
his/her own desires or cravings, and not allowed to miss any duties as they like. This freedom,
they surrender to Allah, and they pay penalty if they miss any important duty (Wajib action). In
Hajj, if they miss any Wajib (Compulsory) duty then they must sacrifice animal as penalty
(Kaffara). Obedience in Allah is the key issue in Hajj duties. Pilgrims follow the prescribed
rituals sincerely, and if they miss any, they offer the penalty happily.

Reward: In normal travel there is no provision to receive rewards from Allah or to become
sinless. How is the Hajj different here? In Hajj, Allah grants rewards as well as Allah forgives
sins. Accepted Hajj has both benefits, and that’s why, pilgrims dedicate their maximum efforts
to attain the best rewards from Allah. Therefore, Hajj is not only for the benefits in this life, and
it has greater benefits in the hereafter as well.
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The few examples above are sufficient for anyone to understand the difference between normal
travelling, and they travelling to Hajj. The comparison should encourage the readers to understand
more about the Hajj. This is my prayer and hope.

Hajj is the 5th pillar of Islam:

Islam is like a whole house that has every necessary thing in it. Islam in that sense, has every
necessary code for the life. That’s why Islam is called the “Complete code of life”. Allah made Islam
complete with codes or guidance for the following reasons (Allah knows best):

a. Allah’s universal rule: Allah’s universal rule is, HE creates, and HE guides. HIS universal rule
is to create, to provide, to look after, to guide and to Judge at the end for reward or
punishment. Therefore, HE gives a complete Guide, so that HIS judgment will be fair, and no
one can complain that he or she did not receive complete guidance.

b. Allah is complete: Allah is complete with everything and with every quality. HIS knowledge
about his creation is complete. That’s why when HE guides mankind, HE gives them complete
guidance for their best. HE gave Islam as guidance, and HE made Islam as a complete
guidance. HIS guidance does not need any editing, inclusion or removals. HIS guidance is
complete, accurate and holistic.

c. Totality: As Allah gives complete guidance, Allah also demands from HIS servants the total
loyalty. Total submission is the condition from Allah to receive total guidance and to receive
total rewards in Paradise. There are no shortcomings in Allah’s guidance for which humans
need to seek guidance from elsewhere. Subhaanallah! Allah is free from shortcomings, and
HIS guidance is also free from shortcomings. HIS complete guidance is a mercy for HIS
servants to follow HIS guidance with total devotion.

Again, Islam is like a complete house. For any complete house it requires some main pillars. So, the
whole house can stand on solid pillars and the solid pillars can provide support to the complete
house. Islam also has five main pillars. The reason is that each pillar will encourage, motivate,
prepare, and train each Muslim, towards the complete guidance of Islam. For example, if you have a
high goal, you take few regular steps to make your achievement easier. Similarly, to become a
complete obedient servant of Allah is a very high goal. 5 pillars are prescribed for the servants to get
used to the habits, mentality and so on that requires to achieve that high goal.

If a Muslim is not performing the main pillars of Islam, then he or she cannot be truly a complete
servant of Allah. That’s why understanding and learning about the 5 pillars of Islam is a primary duty to
each Muslim. Then again, they must not stop learning after knowing the 5 pillars. After mastering the
knowledge and practice of 5 pillars, they must extend their knowledge and practice to every aspect of
Islam to become complete Muslims.

What are the 5 pillars of Islam? They are as following;:

1. Declaring that Allah is the One and Only GOD and Muhammad (peace be upon him) is Allah’s
servant and HIS messenger,

Performing 5 times prayers daily,

Giving Zakah (Charity on wealth),

Fasting in the Month of Ramadan,

Hajj (Pilgrimage to the Sacred House in Makkah).

gk obd

Therefore, Hajj is the 5™ pillar of Islam. It is mentioned in a Hadis below:
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Hazrat Abdullah ibn Omar (May Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be
upon him) said: “Islam is standing on 5 pillars. Declaring that there are no other gods but Allah
and Muhammad (Peace be upon him) is Allah’s servant and Messenger, Establishing Salah,
giving charity, performing Hajj and fasting in the month of Ramadan.”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

Why Haijj is the 5" pillar?

What is the wisdom of placing the Hajj as 5" pillar of Islam? Allah knows best but | shall try to think of
few reasons for our understanding. There must be wisdom behind the order of humbering in Islamic
pillars. If we look closely at the pillars of Islam, we can see three common aspects in them. They are:

> Act of worship: All pillars of Islam are an act of worship. They are prescribed by Allah, and
through them, HIS servants learn to submit to HIM with total obedience without joining any
partners in worship with HIM.

> For all or for some Muslims: All pillars are not compulsory on all Muslims. Allah Merciful has
guided with flexibilities with consideration of age, well-being, sickness, ability either physical
or financial etc. For example, paying charity is compulsory on the wealthy Muslims, or
performing Haijj is for those who can afford, or declaration of faith is for every Muslim, or 5
times daily Salah is a compulsory duty on every adult Muslim, or for female during menses 5
times Salah is excused etc.

> The frequency of doing the worship: In all pillars, there is frequency, but the frequency is
different. Frequency means how often one must do the worship. For example, the frequency of
Salah is 5 times daily, the faith is in every second, the fasting in the month of Ramadan is once
a year etc. Behind these frequencies, there is wisdom, and Allah has prescribed these
frequencies for the best of HIS servants.

Now let us look at each pillar of Islam, in the light of the above three factors (Act of worship, for all or
for some, and the frequency of performing):

First Pillar of Islam is the Declaration of Faith: It has the first above factor because it is also an act
of worship. Since the declaration, a believer must maintain their faith in believing, saying or in acting.
Then, it has the 2™ above factor which is about who would do it. This pillar is for all the Muslims, and
without it, no other pillars would work. Islamic faith is the first and foremost foundation on which all
other pillars, and extensions are built on. Then, it has the 3™ factor above which is the frequency. The
frequency of Islamic sincere faith is 24 hours and 7 days a week without any break. Islamic faith needs
to be installed in the believers permanently. Now, considering the declaration of Islamic faith as a
worship, for every believer, with permanent frequency (3 above factors) is placed as the first pillar of
Islam.

Second pillar of Islam is Salah: It has the three above factors as well. First factor is that it is an act of
worship. It is a physical-emotional-mental worship with Faith (Imaan, the 1% pillar in him/her). It is an
act of daily total submission to Allah. Then, it has the 2" factor above which is for almost all Muslims
(except the underage, insane, women in menstruation etc). This pillar is for most Muslims, but not for
all. Then, it has its frequency as 3™ factor above. The frequency is 5 times daily. Therefore, in Salah we
see act of worship (first factor in above), not for all but for the most of all (2™ factor in above), and the
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frequency is not in every second like the first pillar of Islam, but 5 times every day. That means, this
pillar is for lesser numbers of believers with lesser frequency (than the first pillar), and that is why, it is
placed in the second pillar of Islam.

Third pillar of Islam is Charity: It also has the three factors above in it. The first factor is that it is an
act of worship. This worship is prescribed to purify the heart and the wealth. Pure heart and pure
wealth are sources of peace and tranquillity. For peace among humanity, this pillar is vital. It has the
2" factor above about whether it is for all Muslims or for some. Charity (Zakah) is not obligatory on all
Muslims but on the wealthy ones. Allah’s guidance is that the well-off ones have duties to look after
the poor ones, and the poor has rights on the wealth of the rich. Wealth is Allah’s gift, and it must be
circulated around for everyone’s happiness. Then, this pillar has the 3™ factor from above which is the
frequency. The frequency for Zakah is not like every second as the Faith, or not like 5 times daily as
Salah, but once a year only. So, considering the lesser compulsion on lesser number of Muslims and
for lesser frequency than Faith and Salah, Zakah is placed as the 3™ pillar of Islam.

Fourth pillar is Fasting in the month of Ramadan: This pillar also has the three factors above in it.
The first factor from above is that fasting is an act of worship. It is an act of surrendering to Allah’s will
for the fear of Allah’s punishment. Through fasting, servants of Allah attain high level of Tagwa (Self-
control with righteousness). The 2" factor from above is whether it is compulsory on all or not. It is
compulsory on the able ones, not on the unable ones. Sick, or tired from travelling ones are excused
and they can do it later, but the terminally sick or old Muslims can pay charity (Fidya) instead. The 3™
factor as above is the frequency. How often Muslims observe their fasting from dawn to sunset? The
frequency is, one month once a year. It is not every second like Islamic faith, nor 5 times daily as
Salah. So, fasting is less frequent than Zakah. Zakah on produce could be few seasons in a year but
fasting month is only once a year. Fasting comes with alternative options of paying Fidya if someone is
too sick or too old. Fasting is easier than giving money away. So, it comes as the 4th pillar of Islam.

Fifth pillar of Islam is Hajj: This pillar also has the three factors above in it. The first factor is that it is
a great act of worship. It involves surrendering from the servants of Allah with mind, emotion, energy,
time, and wealth etc. With it, Allah’s servants sacrifice everything for the pleasure of Allah, and for the
rewards from Allah. The 2™ factor in above is whether it is compulsory for all or on some Muslims. It is
not compulsory on every Muslim, but compulsory on those who can afford the journey. The 3™ factor
as above is about the frequency on Haijj. It is not every second as Imaan, nor 5 times daily as Salah,
nor once a year like Zakah or Fasting, but it is once in lifetime. Now, looking at the 3 main factors, it
makes sense why Hajj is placed in 5™ place in the order of the pillars of Islam. It is the least frequent
worship of all on certain believers. So, Hajj is the 5th pillar of Islam. The wisdom behind placing it 5th
is with the consideration of who must do it and how frequent it must be done and so on. Allah knows
best.

Why Hajj is a complete worship?

Before determining Hajj as the complete worship, we should discuss about the primary question, and
that is, what is a complete worship. If we know what a complete worship is, then we can go through a
few aspects of Hajj to be convinced of why Hajj is a complete worship to Allah. A complete worship
means, it has all the teachings in the other 4 pillars and beyond. In other words, whatever teachings,
practices, training or devotion are present in other pillars of Islam, or in other aspects of Islam as a
whole, the complete worship has the highest level of all aspects in it. As per my little understanding,
Hajj has the highest level of devotion in it, and thus it is a complete worship. Allah knows best about it,
and | shall try to present a few reasons to justify the claim, Insha Allah! | seek your attention in the
following analysis:
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» Hajj and the 1st pillar: The 1st pillar of Islam is Imaan, which is to believe in Allah, HIS angels,
HIS holy books, HIS holy messengers, the next life and the Qadr (fate). Without a strong faith in
the 1st pillar, one cannot go through all the hardship in Hajj. Strong believers happily take the
sacrifice for Hajj because they strongly believe in Allah’s commands in the Holy Quran about
Hajj or they strongly believe in the teaching about the Hajj by Allah’s messenger, or they
strongly believe in the punishment in next life if he or she does not perform Hajj despite ability.
So, we can say that Hajj is the manifestation of stronger Imaan and the materialization of
worship from stronger Imaan. This is one of the reasons why Hajj is a complete worship to
Allah.

» Haijj and the 2nd pillar: The 2nd pillar of Islam is Salah. It requires a Muslim to pray 5 times
daily. In Hajj a Muslim prays 5 times Salah as well, but praying in Baitullah is million times
more rewarding than praying in his or her nearby Mosque or at home. Also teaching of Salah is
to respond to the call of Allah 5 times daily, but Hajj is also a response to Allah’s call with
greater sacrifice and dedication with time, energy, and money. Without regular responding to
Allah’s call 5 times daily through Salah, a believer cannot find it easy to respond to Allah’s call
to perform Hajj with greater difficulties. Salah is a practice to connect with Allah daily, but in
Hajj a servant comes closest to Allah in HIS Sacred House, and in the field of A’rafah. In Salah
congregation Allah forgives servants, but in the field of A’rafah, Allah forgives HIS servants
most lavishly. So, we can say that Hajj is a greater practice of what Muslims practice daily in
Salah. Or we can say that Hajj has the teachings of Salah in it as well. This is another reason to
say that Hajj is a complete worship to Allah.

> Haijj and the 3rd pillar: The 3rd pillar of Islam is Charity which means spending from extra
savings above a threshold of the basic needs. 3rd pillar trains a spending mentality in a Muslim
in the path of Allah. It also reminds believers that all they have is a gift from Allah and they
should not feel stingy spending from Allah’s gifts in the way of Allah. It is a training of kind
hearts to share Allah’s bounties with others for the pleasure of Allah without any selfish
motives. To perform Hajj, spending a lot is essential. Without the habit of spending in the path
of Allah, a believer may find it very hard to spend so much money for the Hajj. Charity builds up
that habit of spending, fills the heart to feel happy in spending in the path of Allah, and that
makes it easier to spend when it comes to performing Hajj. So, we can say that Hajj has the
spirit of the 3rd pillar in it, but in a greater degree. Therefore, this is another reason to say that
the Hajj is a complete worship to Allah.

» Hajj and the 4th pillar: The 4th pillar of Islam is fasting in the month of Ramadan. Fasting
teaches self-control. For example, husband and wife must practice self-control during the day
(not in the night) during their fast. But in Hajj that self-control extends to few days and nights
with higher degrees. With that self-control, husband and wife are not allowed to talk, look, or
use sexual gestures. Besides, in fasting Believers avoid fights, abuses, backbiting etc, but in
Hajj that goes even further like avoiding any kinds of sinful actions (Fosooq) and fighting,
quarrelling, argument (Jidaal), and avoiding hunting, or picking up lost goods etc during lhram
period. Also, in fasting believers go without food, drink etc. In Hajj that sacrifice is even harder
like sleeping in tent, wearing death cloth (for male), wearing modest clothes for female,
walking in the dust, standing under the heat of the sun, standing in long queue for toilet etc. It
is a greater form of sacrifice than fasting. Therefore, we can say that Hajj has the practice of
the teachings of fasting in it and it demands it in a higher degree. So that is another reason to
say that the Hajj is a complete worship to Allah.

Moreover, in all types of worship to Allah, some worship has more physical efforts, some has more
financial efforts and some has more mental and emotional efforts to put into it. But in Hajj one can see
the presence of everything. Such as:
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» Physical efforts: In Hajj, going through long journey, going through huge crowds, going
through heat in the hot weather, going through hard work etc. are present more than in any
other worship. Many people become sick, and some people even cannot survive in Hajj. Some
die due to overheating, or overcrowding, or from sickness and so on. Hajj is with the hardest
physical efforts.

» Financial efforts: Hajj requires lots of money. It also requires leaving enough expenses for
those who depends on the pilgrim. Day by day the Hajj expenses are becoming higher and
higher. For some Muslims from certain countries require whole life savings. Yet Muslims
spend their life savings for the pleasure of Allah. That is the biggest financial dedication in the
worship.

» Mental and emotional efforts: For Hajj one needs to be mentally very strong to initiate the
journey. It is a risky journey in which one may not even survive. Only strong faith with strong
mind, one can take the risk. Some people even in their old age dare to make the journey for
Hajj. My late father was an example. He was very old, yet he had a strong mind. With Allah’s
help he was perfectly healthy in his Hajj, whereas members of his team suffered from
sickness. Hajj requires the highest mental and emotional devotion than other worships. Hajj
has an emotional toll as well. Leaving the family behind with a feeling that he or she may not
see them again is an emotional effort. It is hard, but the servants of Allah take the toll to please
Allah for Paradise. The other part of the emotion is “The love for Allah”. The love for Allah in
Hajj becomes dominant. That’s why a servant of Allah gets ready to sacrifice everything for it.
With my disability in 2022, when | saw the Sacred House in Makkah, | started crying, became
speechless, and the love for Allah was at the peak. It was hard work, but most worthy.

Considering the above reasons, we can understand why Hajj is a complete worship to Allah. Hajj
includes physical, financial, mental and emotional efforts. That’s why the reward for a proper Hajj
(Accepted Hajj) is extremely high as well.

/:'ﬁ. Py .- 2L 0% o % & - %, .
Adad) ) 15 A Gud g eal) madis
Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said in a Hadis narrated by Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with

him): “The reward for accepted Hajj is nothing but paradise.”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

On whom Hajj is compulsory?

Allah is very Merciful on HIS servants. HE did not make Hajj compulsory on every Muslim. Allah knows
HIS servant’s ability, affordability, safety etc. Among Muslims there are all sorts of people as
following:

» Some are poor,

» Some are sick,

» Some are disabled,

» Some are not sane,

» Some simply can’t afford financially etc.

Allah’s universal rule is “not to place any burden on HIS servants that they cannot carry.” That’s why
about Hajj Allah’s rule is with compassion, logic and simplicity. The one who can afford must do Hajj,
and the other who can’t afford are free from that compulsion. If one is sick and unable but have the
money, can send someone to do the Hajj on his or her behalf. It is that simple, easy and flexible.
Thanks to Allah Merciful. Allah made that compulsion through the following verse in the Holy Quran:
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“Pilgrimage to the House of Allah (In Makkah) is a duty that men owe to Allah those who can
afford the journey. But if anyone deny faith (Doing it), Allah does not need help from any of HIS
creatures.”

[Al-Quran 3:97]

The same message is echoed in the teaching of Allah’s Messenger Muhammad (Peace be upon him).
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Ibn Omar (May Allah be pleased with both) said, a man came to holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) and
asked, “O messenger of Allah! What makes Hajj compulsory? He (Peace be upon him) said: Means

for travelling and the transport.
[Tirmidi. Ibn Maazah]

With this fair ruling from Allah, believers strive to gain the affordability, pray to Allah all the time to
grant them affordability, and they always hope to be able to perform Hajj one day. All these actions are
parts of worship, and whether they make to the Hajj or not, Allah grants them huge rewards for their
intention, love and devotion to the Hajj for the sake of Allah. Moreover, those who gain the ability for
Hajj, they appreciate Allah’s help with gratitude, and they keep the other believers in their prayers
(Dua) during the Hajj. As a result, one compliments another, and no one becomes deprived from
Allah’s Mercy, whether he/she can afford to perform the Hajj or not. What a beautiful system from All-
Wise, All-Merciful Allah!

When to perform the Hajj?

What is the perfect time one can perform Hajj? Are there any set rules about the timing? One may ask
this question for understanding. Suppose one could perform Hajj, then he/she wants to know, when
exactly he or she should perform the Hajj. Is there any consideration on the following things about the
right timing to perform Haijj?

Young age? Or

In old age?

Before marriage? Or

After marriage?

Before wedding of his/her children or
After wedding of his/her children?

Or any other time?

VVVVYYVYYVYVY

Some Muslims may consider these factors as important. It depends on their culture, and their
education in Islam. Lack of right knowledge can allow the intrusion of misunderstanding. Often,
religion and culture get mixed up resulting in wrong ideas and practices. That’s why, the right teaching
about the timing in Islam must be discussed. For example, some may believe that Hajj should be done
after the wedding of all the dependent children. Or some may believe that it should be done in old age
when mind is more settled. Sometimes you may hear someone saying, “l am too young to do the Hajj.”
Or one may say, “l have not got married yet.” | heard a lot from some people, “I am not yet perfect.
Once | do Hajj, | cannot be imperfect. So, | should perform my Hajj after my perfection!”

The above issues are irrelevant to the question when one should do the Hajj. The condition for Hajj is
“Financial ability and transportation.” With it comes health ability, safety in travelling, and proper visa
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(in these days). So, if someone has enough money to eat, feed, clothe and other necessary official
costs along with transportation cost (Airline ticket) then Hajj is compulsory on him or her in that
moment. Then the person should try to perform obligatory Hajj as soon as possible without delay.
Once Hajj becomes obligatory, no other excuses is allowed to delay it. In terms of perfection, only
Allah is Perfect, and HIS Holy Messenger is a perfect example for the humans, but the believer’s aim
and efforts should be all the time to achieve as much perfection as possible. Hajj helps the motivation
to rise in a believer to work hard for perfection. Therefore, whenever Hajj become compulsory, one
must perform it as soon as possible.

Waiting to get married or delaying being old and so on has no basis in the Quran or in Hadis. Instead,
Holy prophet (s.a.w) advised Muslims to hurry in Hajj once it becomes obligatory (Fard) on them.
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Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
“Whoever has intended for Hajj (once it is Fard on him or her), let him (her) hurry to accomplish it.”
[Abu Dawood. Daremy]

If they don’t hurry performing their duty, then so many things may go wrong with them. Such as:

They may die,

They may face accidents,

They may face legal disruptions,

The condition of travelling may become unsafe,

They may lose their money,

Some other costs may increase,

Something bad may happen,

They might lose the chance of performing their Hajj etc.

VVVYVYVYVYVYVVY

Can they or should they take the risk by delaying tactics? No, the sincere believers cannot because
they do not want to neglect their duty to Allah, they do not want to lose the rewards for Hajj, and they
do not want to face accountability in Allah’s court for neglecting their Hajj when they supposed to
perform it. So, the concluding answer is that once believers can afford to perform the Hajj, they should
do it without delay.

Can | afford to perform the Hajj?

Hajj is compulsory on Muslims who can afford for the journey. Most often, lots of Muslims have
physical and mental ability to perform the Hajj but they cannot afford the financial side of it. This brief
article is about that financial affordability for Hajj.

Hajj is related to the financial affordability. It is Allah’s Mercy that HE made it easy for HIS beloved
servants. If poor people cannot perform Hajj, there is no blame from Allah on them. Besides, Allah will
not prevent them from entering Paradise. Wealth or no wealth are both tests from Allah. Wealthy has
more responsibilities and duties, and Hajj is one of those responsibilities. Allah could have made Hajj
compulsory for rich people once every year. Or Allah could have made Hajj compulsory for even poor
people to make their journey on foot. But Allah did not, because Allah is Merciful on HIS servants. HE
made 5 times Salah compulsory daily for the rich and poor, but HE made Hajj compulsory only once in
a lifetime and again that is only for Muslims who can afford. Let us look at the teachings of Allah’s Holy
Messenger (peace be upon him):
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Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: “O
People! Allah has made Hajj compulsory on you (so you should perform Hajj those who can
afford).” Agra ibn Haabis (May Allah be pleased with him) stood up and said: “O Messenger of Allah!
Is Hajj Fard every year?”

Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: “If | had said yes, then it would have become compulsory
(every year), and you would not perform it and you would not be able to perform it. Hajj is once (in
life). Whoever does more than once, then the extra ones are voluntary Hajj.”

[Ahmed. Nasaee. Daremy]

Can | afford to perform the Hajj? This is a simple question every Muslim should ask himself or herself
soon after the maturity. The sooner one is mindful about this great worship, the easier it would be to
afford for it. Every parent begins thinking about the child’s future soon after the birth of the child which
is a good habit. But do we give same importance about the worship of Hajj? Do we fear Allah enough
to give importance about HIS worship in Hajj? The measure we take to save money for the future of our
children, do we take the same measure for our children’s Hajj? Or we do not make enough effort? If
we make enough effort, then Allah will make a way for us. Allah says in the Holy Quran:

“And for those who fear Allah, HE (always) prepares a way out and HE provides for him by (means
that) he could never imagine.”
[Al-Quran 65:2-3]

Afford and effort: Without active effort one can never afford anything. Most of the time, proper effort
helps people to achieve most of the things they want to achieve. For example, if someone wants to
find money for study, then needs certain efforts to be successful. Sitting and doing nothing does not
give anything. Similarly, for Hajj one should not wait for the affordability rather one should make active
effort to gain the money or means for it. That effort will also be a worship and on right effort Allah will
bless on it. | met some pilgrims in a hotel in Madinah. We had brief conversation in the lift. One of
them told me that in their society, once a baby is born, all the relatives gift money to set up a Hajj
account for the baby in future. | was very pleased about their efforts.

So once in your life, Hajj does not cost too much, does it? Most Muslims can afford to do Hajj if they
truly make proper effort for it. Well-planned efforts are necessary, and even if we cannot achieve our
goal, Allah will grant us rewards for our intentions and efforts. We have nothing to lose, have we?
There are some tips below about how believers can make effort to afford the finance for performing
Hajj once in their lifetime:

> Make Haijj a priority: They must decide that Hajj should be the number one priority in their
hobby list. Often people spend money on their hobbies such as travelling, tour, visiting birth
places, buying nice things, expensive honeymoon etc. If they place Hajj in the top of priority
list, then most people can afford to perform Hajj.

> Plan: Every Muslim should plan for Hajj without delay. Making plan is the important step
because it is a solid step for making up your mind. In your plan include the year, income,
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savings etc and work according to your plan. That will be an active effort for the sake of Allah
and the effort itself will be rewarding.

» Start saving from now: No matter how little you save, start saving some money for your Hajj.
Make this saving a regular habit. Whatever your income is, try to save a few dollars every week
and be determined about it. Once you have a habit of saving then you will see the change in
you. Your habit will make you to save more and more. One day you will discover that you can
afford the Hajj Journey.

> Budget the spending: You need to make a thrifty budget every week to avoid extra spending to
be able to fulfil your saving target. Find ways of shopping that costs you less. For example,
instead of buying lunch from outside, you can buy a bread and make your own lunch. You will
save huge that way. Or instead of dining out, cook your own meal which is healthy as well as
very cheap.

» Cut down un-necessary spending: For example, smoking cost is un-necessary. Even if you
support your family, cut down the support that makes your family extravagant. Support on
basic health, education, food, accommodation etc and not on the extra money if they spend
on un-necessary things like expensive gifts, buying too many clothes, or hiring expensive
private transport etc.

| have lived in a poor country as well as well-off country. With my experience | have noticed that so
many Muslims can afford the Hajj if they truly make effort for it. | know they can if they follow the
above suggestions. But if the Muslims are placing Hajj in the bottom of their priority list, then they are
missing the boat. They are spending money into other less important priorities for which they are
failing to do their Hajj sooner or in due time.

We must remember, Allah is testing us with our time, life and wealth. Allah is testing us whether we
put HIS worship as number one priority or not. Allah knows whether we can afford for Hajj or not. Allah
knows whether we are making sincere effort for the Hajj or not. If we do yet cannot afford for genuine
reasons then Allah will forgive us but if we use “Can’t afford” as an excuse, then Allah will question us
on the Day of Judgment. Therefore, before Allah questions us, we should question ourselves sincerely,
“Can I really afford to perform the Hajj?”

Can Hajj be done with begging?

Affordability and Haijj are interconnected. One complements another. Allah made Hajj a compulsory
worship on those who can afford. In the Holy Quran Allah specified this fact below:
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“Pilgrimage to the House of Allah (In Makkah) is a duty that men owe to Allah - Those who can
afford the journey. But if anyone deny faith (doing it), Allah does not need help from any of HIS
creatures.”

[Al-Quran 3:97]

So, the condition for Hajj is affordability. If one can afford must do the Hajj as soon as possible without
delay. But if one cannot afford, then Hajj is not compulsory on him or her. We can pause for a question
here. The question is, how much money is considered affordability? The answer is if a Muslim has the
following:

» Enough jewellery to cover the cost of journey for the Hajj,
» Enough money saved in the bank to cover the cost of journey,
» Enough land to sell a part to cover the cost of journey,

Page |17



» Enough money in running business that selling some shares will cover the cost of Hajj

To be clearer, what is considered “enough money?” Well, “Enough money” means after deducting the
necessary costs such as:

» One must calculate the cost of dependant ones, while he or she is in Hajj journey and after
that cost, if he or she has enough money for Hajj, then Haijj is Fard on that Muslim,

> If one sells a part of land for Hajj and then must beg for living, then he or she should not sell it
for Hajj. If lands are such that it is extra after fulfilling the basics needs, then one can sell the
part of land for Hajj. If someone has land as such (More than basic needs) then Hajj is Fard on
him or on her.

» The same with the business. If part of business sale does not hamper his or her basic needs,
then selling that part of business is necessary, because Hajj is Fard on him or on her.

Despite one’s affordability, if one denies performing the Hajj, then in the sight of Allah, that person will
be guilty. Allah knows the intention of the Muslim. HE knows if the Muslim is trying enough or not, to
perform the Hajj. For example, a Muslim is squandering money in unimportant or luxury things, yet
when Hajj issue comes, he says, “Oh! | can’t afford it.” Allah knows that his failure of performing the
Hajj is due to his bad habits. He did not surrender his habit to Allah to follow Allah’s code of life. If he
did, he would avoid luxury spending that Allah made prohibited (Haram) for him. So, Hajj is not an
isolated worship, and it is related to the holistic lifestyle according to the code of Allah. No one
escapes from Allah’s fair Judgment. That’s why, Allah warns those who try excuses to escape from
Hajj in the Holy Quran:
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“Pilgrimage to the House of Allah (In Makkah) is a duty that men owe to Allah — Those who can afford
the journey. But if anyone deny faith (Performing Hajj), Allah does not need help from any of HIS
creatures.”

[Al-Quran 3:97]

Allah is not in need for Muslim’s money or Hajj. It is Muslims who need Hajj desperately to be saved
from Allah’s punishment and to be rewarded paradise by Allah. Therefore, every Muslim must be keen
to do the Hajj as soon as he/she can afford. Is affordability and begging the same thing? Not at all.
Affordability comes through Halal (Allowed/permitted sources of income), and begging is a Haram
(Prohibited source of income). In worship, only Halal income is acceptable. Some people in the past,
in the time of ignhorance, innovated begging method in the Hajj. Holy Messenger of Allah came to
reform it. Let us look at a hadis to learn about it.
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Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: “People of Yemen used to perform Hajj without
bringing the cost with them. They used to say, ‘We are the ones who rely on Allah’; but when they
used to arrive in Makkah, they used to beg. Then Allah revealed the following verse in the Quran,
“And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best of provisions is right conduct

(Taqwa),
[Al-Quran 2:197].” [Bukhari]
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So, the answer to the question is, begging for Hajj cost is not allowed. In Islam begging is prohibited
anyway. Muslims should not beg for Hajj even in the following ways because Allah knows their secret
intentions:

> Begging in the name of “help”: If they ask relatives “Please help me, | want to do Hajj” that is
one kind of begging. They can’t afford therefore Hajj is not Fard on them. Therefore, they
should not insist others to help them for Hajj. BUT WITHOUT ASKING IF A RELATIVE GIVES THE
COST FOR HAJJ AS GIFT, THEN THAT IS NOT BEGGING, AND IT IS OK TO TAKE THE GIFT.
Remember, for affordability, believers always should ask Allah (In Dua) for help. Some other
cases, if some Muslims who can afford the cost if they want to because they have different
means available, yet they always expect money from their family members. Is it begging too?
Yes, it is also a begging mentality. They want to save their money, or they have too much love
for their own money more than the Hajj for Allah, and they remind their relatives to feel guilty to
give them money for Hajj. This type of begging mentality must be avoided for TAQWA.

» Actual begging: A beggar can beg lot of money, but that money is not allowed to do the Hajj
because Allah has prohibited to beg for Hajj. In the verse above 2.197 Allah said that the best
provision is Taqgwa which is not begging, not stealing etc.

Hajj is an act of worship to Allah. Worships are with purity in every aspect. Begging is not pure and
prohibited in Islam. Any worship with prohibited income is not accepted by Allah. Therefore, a Muslim
must be careful about which money he or she is using for Hajj. At the end of the day, if Hajj is not
accepted, then what is the point of working hard for unfair means, if it brings Allah’s wrath rather than
HIS pleasure?

Why is Haijj responding to Allah’s call?

Hajj is Allah’s special blessings for the mankind. On top of it, Allah has called the people to come to
HIS Sacred House to perform Hajj around it. When Allah calls for something, it carries the highest
degree of dignity and respect. Allah has honoured HIS beloved servants by inviting them to perform
the Hajj. Who is inviting here? The Lord of the universe, the creator of the mankind, the ruler of the
mankind and the GOD of the mankind is inviting here. How special and wonderful that invitation is! It
is a divine and holy invitation for the benefits of mankind. Allah is inviting people to come for Hajj from
near or far, from every corner of the earth, and Allah knows that so many of HIS servants will love and
respect that holy invitation.

Where can we find that invitation from Allah for the Hajj? We can find it in the Holy Quran in which
Allah asked HIS Holy Messenger to make the announcement to invite people to come to the Hajj on
Allah’s behalf. The Holy Quran states:
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“And proclaim (the duties of Hajj) among men: They will come to you on foot and on every kind of
camel, (turned) lean because of travels through deep and distant mountain roads (Far and hard

journey).”
[Al-Quran 22:27]

Look! This invitation is not limited to a group of people, or for a nation or two, but for all from
everywhere. The earth belongs to Allah, the humans are creation of Allah, and the invitation is for all
from anywhere on this earth. That’s why no one is left out from the invitation whether they live near to
the Sacred House of Allah or very far. In this call, Allah acknowledges the hardship in journey from HIS
beloved guests, but HE appreciates that they will come overcoming all the hardship and challenges
because of their strong love for Allah. Their love for Allah, their loyalty to Allah and their strong desire
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to receive Allah’s love will pull their hearts towards Hajj. That has been exactly happening with the
Hajji and Hajj. Millions of Muslims every year respond to the call of Allah. They take Allah’s invitation to
the bottom of their hearts, and they find no rest in their hearts until they take the hard and expensive
journey towards Hajj. If the space allowed, then hundreds of millions of servants of Allah would have
taken Allah’s invitation seriously, and they would have attended the Hajj to respond to the Holy
invitation of Allah.

On one hand, we see Allah’s love for HIS servants, inviting them to Hajj to receive HIS blessings, and
on the other hand, we see those who love Allah very much, takes all forms of sacrifice to be there to
respond to the invitation of Allah. They leave family behind for the love of Allah, they spend so much
money because they believe their wealth is Allah’s gifts, and they put up with mental-physical-
emotional exertion to please Allah. They find their hearts are filled with Allah’s love, and their minds
are filled with total submission to Allah, and with that they find energy to go ahead station after station
to arrive in Hajj. Once they arrive in the Hajj boundary, they respond with certain words to say, “O
Allah! You invited me, and | am here present to respond to YOUR invitation.” Those words are short
and simple. Once they arrive in Hajj, the first thing they say, “Labbaika, Allahumma labbaik”. It
means, | am present, O Allah! | am present. In other words, O Allah! You called me through your Holy
Messenger, and here | am to respond to your Noble Call. Like in school, teacher does the roll call, and
we say, “l am present.”

When | could say Labbaika, Allahumma Labbaik, in 2022, | broke down in tears. The thought of Allah’s
call and my humble response was going through my mind. One part of my mind was reflecting, and
another part of my mind was thanking Allah for granting me the opportunity to be present to HIS
service by responding to HIS call. My heart felt such a peace, love and increase in Imaan that | cannot
put it in words. | think, when our duties in Hajj accompanies with our reflection, thoughts behind them
with our right knowledge, then the intensity in Imaan increases, and we feel the divine taste of it.

Tafsir Ibn Kasir has explanation about the verse of the Quran above (22.27) as following:

Allah asked HIS Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) to call (To announce) mankind for Hajj. It is
narrated that Ibrahim (a.s) said: “O Allah! How will my voice reach to all mankind?” In answer Allah
said: “Your responsibility is to call only. And reaching the voice of yours to all is MY
responsibility.” Then Ibrahim (a.s) stood on Magam-e-Ibrahim, or On Safa Mountain, or on Hazr-e
Aswad or on Abu Qubais Mountain and called: “O people! Your Lord has made HIS house. So, you
perform Hajj of that House!” Then all mountains reduced in heights and Prophet Ibrahim’s sound
echoed all over the world. Even the one who was in father’s back (Yet unborn) and the one in mother’s
womb could hear it. Each Stone, tree and the ones for whom Hajj was determined replied with
Labbaik (I am present).

[Ibn Kasir, Tafsir for 22.27]

That call was made for all the people until the doom’s day. For thousands of years, some people have
been responding to that call and this responding will continue for very long time (Allah knows exactly
for how long). Allah’s call is very important to HIS servants and that’s why HIS true servants feel very
emotional about it. As a result, they make every effort to reach there by responding to Allah’s call to
say, “Labbaika Allahumma labbaik.” | am present! O Allah! | am present (to YOUR service)!

Hajj is a divine reforming program.

Some may think that Hajj is just a ritual. That is far from the truth. Every divine program from All-Wise
Allah is full of wisdom and full of benefits for the mankind as well as for all the creations of Allah. So,
Hajj is prescribed to reform the person, the society and the world in a righteous way. Insha Allah! |
shall try to explain this more clearly below.
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How Hajj reforms? Hajj is to change the person from within and to change the world in a peaceful
way. | shall describe some point in below to explain it Insha Allah:

a.

Reforming Muslim minds: Hajj reforms Muslim minds towards responding to Allah’s call in
every step of life. That can be responding to the calls for 5 times Salah daily or to the calls to
follow Halal and Haram, or to be obedient to the boundary that Allah has placed on believers
for their safety, protection and for Paradise. Hajj teaches, no matter how hard is to respond to
Allah’s call daily, true believers must do it for success. In other words, it is called total
submission to Allah’s calls. That is the main training of Hajj. Allah made Prophet Ibrahim
(Peace be upon him) as an example who submitted and responded to Allah’s every call.
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“Listen! His Lord said to him: ‘Surrender (your will to ME)’. He (Ibrahim) said: ‘l surrender
(my will) to the Lord and Cherisher of the Universe.’
[Al-Quran 2:131]

Reforming Muslim culture: Hajj itself is Muslim culture. It happens every year and it engages
Muslims for few months in the activities of Hajj in their communities. Every year some Muslims
will go to Hajj, families will share in the planning and preparation for Hajj, every year Muslims
say “goodbye” to someone or “welcome” to or from Hajj. Besides, Hajj season brings Eid Ul
Adha celebration and the culture of sacrificial practice in the societies. Hajj inspires Muslims
to stick to the Islamic culture only. They adhere to Islamic culture and avoid any culture that
contradicts the teachings of Islam. They are different than people who used to say:
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“When it is said to them: ‘Follow what Allah has revealed:’ they say: ‘No! We shall follow
the ways of our fathers.” What! Even though their fathers did not have the wisdom and

guidance?’
[Al-Quran 2:170]

Reforming Muslim behaviour: In Hajj a Muslim is required to practice self-control for longer
period than fasting. In the days of Hajj, a Muslim must practice best manners such as:
avoiding sexual behaviour with wife, avoiding any sinful actions, and avoiding any harmful
manner like quarrels or fights and so on. Hajj teaches that true believers should follow the Hajj
culture to reform their behaviour all the time. If they can practice self-control in their manner
in daily life, they can avoid sins, and they can qualify easily for the Paradise by Allah’s
permission. Holy Quran describes the self-control in manners in the Hajj:
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“If anyone undertakes that Hajj duty, let there be no sexual behaviour, no sinful

behaviour, nor quarrelsome behaviour during the Hajj.”
[Al-Quran 2:197]

Reforming Muslim’s earning and spending: Hajj also reforms Muslims economy. In Hajj the
requirement is that Muslims must spend money that was earned in a Halal way. With Haram
money, Hajj is not accepted. That enforces the fact that Muslims are not allowed to earn or to
spend money in Haram way. Haram way means, the way Allah has prohibited. For example,
extravagance is Haram in Islam, and one must not take Hajj as an extravagant journey.
Similarly, extravagance should be absent from Muslim’s spending all the time. The Hajj
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teaches purity in income and expenditure. An example from the Holy Quran regarding the
extravagance in a Muslim’s life:
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“But do not waste (your wealth) like a wasteful person. Surely, wasters are brothers of the

Satan.”
[Al-Quran 17:26-27]

Reforming Muslims perception to life: Hajj reminds Muslims that life can be short, and they
may die any time for which they must be prepared for. Once a Muslim prepares for Hajj, it’s
like he or she is preparing for death. Muslims say goodbye to their known ones as if they may
not return alive. They seek forgiveness from others, and they pay if there is any due. Then they
wear dress (For men) of two pieces of white cloth and proceed to Hajj like towards a death
procession. Millions of pilgrims wear the same death dress, and their mind truly goes out of
the excessive love for this life. Muslims should hold onto the spirit of “Preparation for death”
all the time because it will meet everyone. Holy Quran reminds us:
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“Every soul shall have a taste of death: And only on the Day of Judgment you shall be paid
your full due wages (for what you have earned). Only he who is saved far from the Fire and
admitted to the Paradise will have attained the success: BECAUSE the life of this world is
only goods and passing objects (based upon) deception.”
[Al-Quran 3:185]

Reforming Muslim Ummah: Hajj also reforms Muslims in terms of “Muslim nation.” Millions
of Muslims come to Hajj from all over the world, with different languages, with different
nationality, from different cultures, from different races, from rich and poor, from high
educated or low educated, from high jobs or low jobs and so on. But they come to the centre
with one aim, and they follow one method. In their Hajj rules, they abandon their own wishes,
cultures, methods and they follow only one rule from One Allah. With that, all the races, all the
languages, all the national pride gets shattered and what remains is only one identity and that
is they all are surrendered to the rules of One Allah. Or they take the one identity that they are
nothing but Muslims. Hajj reminds them practically that they must reform themselves to be
one Ummah with unity. Holy Quran reminds that:
.g
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“The believers are a single brotherhood. So, make reconciliation (offering peace and
agreement) between your two (contending) brothers: And fear Allah, that you may receive
(HIS) Mercy.”

[Al-Quran 49:10]

Reforming the mankind to be united in peace: Hajj is a world conference where no abuse is
allowed, no indecent activities are allowed, no stealing/robbing is allowed, no quarrel or
fighting allowed. That area is made peaceful, secured and millions of Muslims follow the
peaceful process in Hajj. With this, Hajj sends a clear message to the mankind that if mankind
together follows their creator’s code like in Hajj, then they can enjoy happiness in this life as
millions of Muslims enjoy peace in Hajj, because they follow only one code in there and that is
Allah’s code. Allah created mankind to live in peace as Quran describes:
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“0 mankind! WE have created you from a single (pair) of male and female, and made you
into nations and tribes, that you know one another (not that you may hate each other).
Surely, the most honourable of you, in the sight of Allah is (he, who is) the most righteous
of you. Verily, Allah is ALl Knowing and is Well-Aware (of all things).”

[Al-Quran 49:13]

In this message, Allah calls mankind for unity in peace. Then Allah prescribed Hajj to show
how practically mankind can enjoy unity and peace if they surrender to their One Creator.
Moreover, Haijj is to reform Muslim’s attitude to be peaceful by surrendering to Allah’s code as
they do in Hajj. So, they should learn to be peaceful towards their families, neighbours, other
Muslims and to other humans as they act peacefully in Hajj.

In conclusion, Hajj is a reforming program to change Muslim’s personal, social, economic, cultural,
national and international life to surrender to Allah completely, and to earn peace in both lives. If the
reform begins from Muslims rightly, then the entire mankind will get the message from them rightly.
But if Muslims misunderstand the purpose of Hajj, the reforming plan of Hajj, and if they take Hajj just
as aritual, then the entire mankind will get the wrong message of Hajj from them.
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Chapter 2: Inner beauty in Hajj

Why to look at inner beauty?

Beauty is generally what amazes our look. What we see with bare eyes that cools our eyes, or attracts
our souls, and we long to sight is again and again is called beautify. Beauty is healing for the heart, and
people are obsessed with beauty. People do not realize how fast time goes by if they have emerged in
looking at something beautiful. We find stories in the Holy Quran about Prophet Sulaiman (Peace be
upon him) who used to thank Allah looking at his beautiful horses, and high-class ladies cut their
fingers while they supposed to cut their fruits with knives when they saw the beauty of Prophet Yusuf
(Peace be upon him). People spend so much money for the tour to see the beautiful natural sceneries.
Humans are surrounded by beauty in this earth, and if anyone wants to count all the beauties, they
cannot finish it in his/her lifetime.

Beauty, whether it is from the nature, or in humans, makes us ponder about it. We ponder about the
creator of different beauties, it makes us realize the ultimate power of the creator of beauty, and
about how beautiful the creator is. Looking at a beautiful flower can be simple, but if that looking is
combined with reflection and thinking what is behind it, then that looking becomes very meaningful,
educative and food for the soul. With that notion, we can classify the looking in two main categories.
One category is, looking at the outward beauty, and another is, looking at the inward beauty.
Interestingly, the same thing has both outward and inward beauty. For example, a ripe mango has
beautiful shape and colour outside, and beautiful colour and flesh inside.

In Islam, we are taught to look at both outer and inner beauties. It encourages us to look outwardly,
and inwardly. Inward look comes with reflection, deep thinking and the endeavour to understand. We
can look at an example in the Holy Quran:
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“He is the One” Who created seven heavens, one above the other. You will never see any
imperfection in the creation of the Most Compassionate.’ So look again: do you see any flaws?
Then look again and again—your sight will return frustrated and weary.”

[Al-Quran 67:3-4]

In this verse, “No imperfection” means perfectly beautiful, and “Look again” can be looked outwardly
and with thoughts. When thinking and outward look go together, the inner beauty starts revealing. The
same way, believers look at the Hajj outwardly and inwardly. With reflections, believers try to unveil
the inner beauties and benefits of Hajj, and they become overwhelmed with the love of Allah. Their
wise look makes them more and more obedient and grateful servants of Allah.

In this chapter, | shall try to highlight few points to encourage us to look at the beauties and benefits of
Hajj beyond its outer beauties. Hajj is a beautiful gift from Allah. It attracts the hearts of the believer by
going deeper than the eyes and satisfies the soul which is deeper than the hearts. The hearts and
souls of believers is beautified by the beauty of Hajj. Therefore, when we look at Hajj, we should try to
have outer and inner look at it. We pray to Allah to increase the ability of our inner look to be happy and
to be guided to be qualified for the Paradise which is filled with ever beauty and joy.

What is behind the Hajj?

Outside, we see Haijj as a large gathering, believers are unitedly doing their duties, finishing their tasks
and going back home. There are so many beautiful things in the Hajj duties that are cooling for the
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eyes and the heart. But if we take a deeper look inside the Hajj, what is the beauty that we see? We
need to see what is behind the Hajj. What is the single aim behind the Hajj which is demonstrated by
all outer activities? Is there any? Or is there none? We can only find that out if we use our inner look.
Therefore, Hajj needs to be looked at outwardly and inwardly to understand the total beauty in it. We
look at Hajj beauties to satisfy our souls.

The inner beauty of Hajj is the aim of making believers to surrender to Allah completely. It is a
divine aim, Allah does not force it on anyone, but Allah beautifies it in the hearts and souls of the
believers who submit themselves to the Will of Allah without any fuss or question. When a person
declares his/her faith in Allah, makes the promise that he/she will submit to Allah fully. By Hajj Allah
helps and guides HIS believers to demonstrate their full submission to Allah. Money, bribe, or worldly
allurement cannot bring millions of Pilgrims into that demonstration of total submission by Hajj, but it
is easy for Allah to bring hearts together in the Hajj by HIS Divine guidance. That is a super spiritual
beauty, and the more we think about it, the more it soothes our hearts and souls for our beautiful faith.

Let me explain a bit more. Allah created humans to be HIS ambassadors in this earth. As
ambassadors they will follow HIS guidance, and they will invite and join each other to follow HIS
guidance. That is Allah’s noble plan behind the creation of humans. Through this plan Allah also will
test humans who are willing to be HIS ambassador and who is not. Suppose a government appoints
an ambassador to represent the Government in a certain country. In that appointment the
ambassador has some duties towards the Government such as:

Ambassador must accept the Government as his/her authority,
Ambassador must be loyal to the authority,

Ambassador must be following the policies of the Government
Ambassador must not follow his/her own desires disobeying Government
Ambassador is accountable for breaking any rules given by the Government
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If an ambassador follows the above rules, then we can say that the ambassador is fully loyal to the
Government and that total loyalty is called total surrendering. Like that, Allah wants Muslims to
surrender to HIM fully. Allah has commanded it in the Holy Quran:
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“0 you who believe! Enter Islam fully; and do not follow the footsteps of the Satan; he is your
open enemy.”
[Al-Quran 2:208]
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Hajj is the manifestation of that total surrendering to Allah. Or in other words, Hajj is the training to
become a fully surrendered servant to Allah. How does Hajj train a Muslim to become fully
surrendered to Allah? Let us look at some aspects of surrendering that Hajj manifests in Muslims
below:

» Loyalty to Allah: Muslims take the difficult Hajj journey only to please Allah. Muslims do Hajj
to follow Allah’s command. Therefore, Hajj manifests Muslim’s surrendering to the will of
Allah.

> Loyalty to the policy of Allah: Muslims perform Hajj according to Allah’s prescription. They
follow the method that Allah’s Messenger taught them. They do not follow their own method,
instead in every inch of Hajj they follow divine method. That is also a manifestation of them
being surrendered to Allah.

Page |25



> Loyalty when summoned: Muslims perform Hajj because they were summoned by their Lord
Allah through HIS messenger. That’s why when they arrive for Hajj to say, “lI am present! O
Allah! | am present!” Responding to the call of Allah is also a strong manifestation of their fully
surrendering to Allah in Hajj.

> Loyalty in giving up desires: Muslims give up their comfort, luxury etc in Hajj. They wear death
like dress (for male in particular), avoid intimacy between husbands and wives, avoid using
scent, avoid shaving, avoid luxury by embracing hardship etc. That is another strong
manifestation of their self-sacrificing for the sake of Allah because of their fully surrendering to
Allah through their Hajj.

» Loyalty in giving up life: Muslims know that the Hajj journey can take their lives. Many die in
there. Many Muslims sincerely wish to die in that journey because of the pleasure that they
would die in the path of Allah. Muslims are so loyal to Allah that they wish to give their lives for
HIS pleasure. That is another strong manifestation of their full surrendering to Allah through
their Hajj.

» Loyalty in giving up wealth: For Hajj one must spend quite a lot of money. This spending is
giving up money for the loyalty of Allah. That is another strong indication of surrendering fully
to Allah from a Muslim through Hajj.

When a Muslim does give up all the above for Allah in the Hajj, then it truly manifests that Muslim has
totally surrendered his or herself, wealth etc for the loyalty of Allah. Muslims should be prepared to
dedicate themselves to the cause of Allah anytime when HE calls them. Muslim means the one who
surrenders fully to the will of Allah. Hajj manifests that surrendering. Muslims must understand the
lesson of Hajj and should extend this lesson in every step of life to become a complete Muslim.

To conclude, what is the inner beauty behind the Hajj? The inner beauty is the divine motivation
through Faith that is gifted by Allah to the sincere believers, and the outer beauty of Hajj is the large
gathering to perform the noble duties in a harmonious and peaceful manner.

Purity in the Hajj travelling!

This is another inner beauty of Hajj. To see it, one must think deeper and look at the Hajj travelling with
an inner look. One must not look at the Hajj travelling superficially. A superficial look does not take the
mind deep enough to pick the pearls under the sea. Should one be satisfied enough for looking at the
wavy upper part of the sea? No, because if the look does not extend deeper, then one will miss all the
beautiful underwater beauties. Most of the precious things are under the water. Similarly, most of the
beauties of Hajj is gained from deeper thoughts. One must not missiit.

Travelling in general can be looked as tiring, chaotic, challenging, expensive, entertaining or relaxing. If
anyone limits the beauty of Hajj travelling in those aspects, will fail to see that Hajj travelling has a
special beautiful purity in it, and no matter how difficult it may become, the purity and the peace of
mind from it exceeds all the comparisons between the general travelling and the Hajj travelling.

To start with, Hajj is not a travelling to indulge wrong things. In this life, travelling is a common thing.
People make their travel for many different reasons such as:

For business,

For leisure,

For sighting new things,

For researching about wonderful things,
For having fun,

For relaxation,
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» For sports,
» For other good reasons etc.

Besides, in those tour or travelling often many bad things can be also included such as:

» Intention for material gains,
» Alcoholism for drinking,

» Gambling for gain or lose,
» Indecencies of any sort etc.

Hajj is not such a travel. Hajj is the purest form of travelling. In it, no prohibited or immoral activities
are allowed. Every year millions of people gather for Hajj and due to its purity, the gathering is safe
from wrong doings. Alhamdulillah! In Hajj, every kind of sinful actions are prohibited. Hajj only reminds
pilgrims about good things, about pure lifestyle, about their Lord WHO is Pure from any wrongdoing.
Hajj reminds them about the Day of Judgment where they will face accountability for their actions in
this life. To keep the Hajj pure from sins, Allah has forbidden many things for the pilgrims in Hajj. Such
as:
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“If anyone undertakes Hajj duty, let there be no sign of offense, no wickedness, nor disputes

during the Pilgrimage (Hajj). And whatever good you do, Allah knows it.”
[Al-Quran 2:197]

Even, Allah prohibited ill gotten money to be used for the Hajj, to keep the Hajj totally pure from
contamination of sins. Allah commanded in the Quran:
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“And take a provision (the money with you) for the journey, but the best provision is Tagwa
(Lawful money and lawful conduct without begging, stealing, or robbing etc.). So, fear ME, O!
You, who are wise.”

[Al-Quran 2:197]

Therefore, in Hajj, there is no provision of indulging impure sinful things. In Hajj, the strict self-control,
the strict code of moral practice, the strict code of righteous intention is present. Subhaanallah! Allah
is the Purest and HE prescribed Hajj for Muslims as a “Pure Journey for pure Practice” only due for HIS
pleasure. Looking at the Hajj travelling from that perspective, we can see the deeper program in Hajj
and thatis purity in all levels. So beautiful!

To summarise, what is the inner beauty in Hajj in terms of travelling? The inner beauty is the nobility
behind it, and the outer beauty is the massive journey by millions of pilgrims towards the same centre.

Beauty of the best gathering!

Do you see the Hajj gathering from outside only? You can, nothing wrong with that. With outer look,
you will be amazed with so many people moving like a wave, if you see it from the sky with drones or
helicopters. You will be amazed with the continuous flow in Hajj as if it is a never-ending flow. It shows
the eternal continuity. How can so many dedicated servants of Allah come together with the same
spirit of love for Allah to do the duties for the sake of Allah? The scene is breathtaking, and the
movement in unity is extra-ordinary! Is there any peaceful, pure, faith based large gathering in this
world like Hajj? These outer beauties make one wonder, attracts the heart, and motivates the mind in
positive ways. But how does this gathering touch the inner soul in a person? Have you thought about
it? Or what is the best beautiful thing we can see in Hajj with our inner look? Can we see the beauty in
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it about Allah being the best LORD Who prescribed the best gathering (Hajj) for mankind? Let me
discuss little more about gatherings.

Gathering is common in this world. People gather for lots of reasons. Such as:
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People gather for worshipping idols,
People gather for economic reasons,
People gather for political reasons,
People gather for protesting Government,
People gather for marriage celebrations,
People gather for social occasions,
People gather for shopping in markets,
People gather for entertaining programs,
People gather for celebrations etc.

So, is it fair to say that among all these gatherings in this world, the Hajj gathering is the best
gathering? Should we check it out with explanation? | shall highlight a few best aspects in Hajj
gathering and those aspects should make sense that Hajj is the best gathering and that is the inner
beauty of Hajj we must not miss.

>

Best aim: The aim of the Hajj gathering is very noble. In it there is no agenda to defeat one
another, or to attack one another, or to disadvantage one another, or having to do anything for
selfish desires or nationalistic interest and so on. In this world, in gatherings, there is grouping,
there is motive to gain something, there are efforts to get some benefits, there is competition
to excel from one another, there is often slander, backbiting, mean political motives, there is
often conspiracy plans against one another, there is often money-making motives, there is
often indecency, shamelessness, or immoral activities and so on. But in Hajj gathering the aim
is pure. The aim is to gather for the pleasure of Allah only. It does not allow any room for
corrupt intentions or actions. Allah made the aim of Hajj very clear in the Holy Quran:
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“And complete the Hajj or Umrah in the service of Allah.”
[Al-Quran 2:196]

Therefore, in Hajj gathering the aim is not for the name or fame or any material competition for
gain etc. Due to the best aim, Hajj is the best gathering in this world. This is one of the inner
beauties of Hajj. Aim can’t be seen but it stays behind the Hajj gathering.

Best method: The method in Hajj gathering is very pure as well. The method is prescribed by
the Ruler of the universe (Allah) and demonstrated it by HIS Holy Messenger (Peace be upon
him). In this gathering there is no room for greed, indecent actions, fights, competition to gain
more than others, abuse, stealing, racism, class system, hatred, destruction, conspiracy etc.
The method is pure and the best. Millions of pilgrims come and gather without national pride,
without social discrimination, without preference to one over another, without haughtiness,
without allowing any sinful actions, without allowing any violence but peace, and without
allowing anyone to put anyone down but respect and respect etc. In the method, Allah has
prohibited any sexuality (Rafas) including talks, gestures, affairs about it, to keep the method
completely pure from physical needs. In the method, Allah has forbidden any kind of sinful
actions (Fosooq) including greed, hatred, racism, conspiracy, grouping to divide unity, cursing,
abusing, hurting others, even hurting a fly or a mosquito, even hurting an animal for hunting,
disrespecting other’s property like lost property and so on. In the method, Allah has
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completely prohibited any fight, any violence, even any secret plan for causing harm to others
physically, emotionally or mentally.

In Hajj method, Allah has made it pure, sinless, and peaceful method which is totally different
than any other worldly gatherings. It is so beautiful with the blessings of Allah. Any wise person
with inner look cannot miss that inner beauty in Hajj, and that beauty is only possible for divine
support. Allah has commanded the three main things must be avoided in the performance of
Hajj and they are:
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“If anyone undertakes the Hajj, let there be no sign of sexuality, no sinful actions, nor

fights during the Hajj.”
[Al-Quran 2:197]

Best outcome: In this world, the organisers plan for the likely outcome from a gathering as
they want. For example, from a soccer gathering, organisers would expect outcome of more
popularity of soccer, more income for the organisers, more memberships in the clubs, more
business for the advertising companies, and more business from soccer stars, or in some
cases promoting gambling for some to gain and for others to lose. Likewise, each gathering
expects some outcomes. In those outcomes there can be a mix up of greed, gain, pain of loss,
anger from disappointment, grouping to get more advantage, gambling, competition to defeat
one another, hurt if lost and overjoyed if won, alcoholism with health risks, grief or anger
causing harms etc. along with good intentions. In the worldly gatherings, there is no guarantee
for the best moral and spiritual outcome.

But what about the outcome from Haijj? The outcome from Haijj is totally different. Allah did not
organize Hajj gathering for any reasons that humans usually aim for. Allah is beyond needs. HE
does not need to gain anything from HIS servants. HE does not need to increase income from
Hajj gatherings. HE does not need any gain from Hajj gatherings like humans need from
worldly gatherings. So, from the outcome point of view, on Allah’s side, the Hajj is a gathering
pure from any bad outcome.

Now, from human point of view, the outcome from the Hajj gathering is best as well. The
outcome of Hajj is righteousness in pilgrims, the cleansing from sins, the forgiveness for their
shortcomings, the increase in their moral characters, the increase in their piety (Taqwa), the
positive change in their natures and so on. Let us just look at a Hadis that indicates about the
outcome of Hajj for the pilgrims:
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Abu Huraira (r.a) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: Whoever has
performed Hajj for the pleasure of Allah only and has not talked anything indecent
(sexual) or has not done anything sinful, he (she) would return from Hajj (as sinless) as like

the day his mother had given birth to him (her).”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

Now, can we see the sin? What is sin? Sin is the dirt in the heart. What happens when dirt is
cleaned up properly? Cleaning makes the surface shiny and nice looking. Hajj brings that shiny
looking pure heart. Is not it beautiful when the heart is sinless? Don’t we then use our inner
look to look at the sinless beautiful heart from Hajj?
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> Best reward: Hajj is for Allah and only Allah has the power to give the best rewards in this life
and in the next life. In other gatherings, people gather mainly for two different types of rewards
such as:

= Material rewards in this world. For example, from a gathering in the market, people
expect monitory profits as a reward. If they do not receive monitory reward, they
consider themselves as failure. So, some gatherings are for material rewards only and
they do not expect any spiritual rewards from their gatherings. As a result, the outcome
of those gatherings in terms of material gain could be positive or could be negative. But
in terms of Spiritual gains from those gatherings is nothing but zero.

= Spiritual rewards. Some gatherings are organised for spiritual rewards, for example,
religious gatherings. But the spiritual gain for some goes only up to this life and it does
not extend up to the next life. For example, if some people gather in spiritual
discussion without believing in any GOD, the outcome maybe with positive feelings
gained from it, but there is no guarantee that the rewards will extend to the Paradise in
the next life. Therefore, the reward in the long run for those gatherings may end without
guaranteed happiness in the Paradise.

Now, come about Hajj gathering. It is done for Allah, prescribed by Allah, and the method of
celebrating that gathering is also prescribed by Allah and it is demonstrated by Allah’s
messenger. Besides, Allah controls HIS creation’s life and death, the reckoning in the Day of
Judgment and their ultimate ending either in Hell Fire or in Paradise. So, Allah has fixed the
best reward for proper Hajj, and that is sinless peace of mind for pilgrims in this life, and the
ultimate happy place of Paradise in the next life. Let us look at a Hadis:
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Abu Huraira (r.a) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: “The reward for an

accepted Hajj by Allah is nothing but Paradise.”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]
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Allah’s rewards we cannot see with bare eyes, but we can see it with our inner spiritual look.
When we look at the Paradise with our inner look, our minds fill up with Joy. Isn’t it a beautiful
feeling? That’s why, believers must look at the Hajj, and what beautiful things are behind the
Hajj for enjoying the continuous joy.

> Biggest gathering: This is a fact that Hajj is the biggest gathering in this planet. Muslims from
all over the world love to come to Hajj. Billions of Muslims all over the world dream to get there
at least once in their lifetime. So many Muslims want to go more than once to the Hajj
gathering. They have means to do that. But due to avoiding the overcrowding, the Hajj
organisers place a quota system on countries to send only a limited number to Hajj each year.
If there was no quota system, then the number of pilgrims would have been 60-70 million
roughly each year. Even the limited number allowed to perform Hajj each year is close to or
over 2 million Muslims. What a great number! Why a great number of Muslims want to do Hajj?
Why are their hearts attracted to the House of Allah in Makkah? Why every year so many
Muslims get emotional to visit there? It is because of the supplication of prophet Ibrahim
(Peace be upon him). Holy prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) made supplication to Allah
after building the Holy House in Makkah to attract people’s hearts towards that Holy House.
Allah accepted that supplication and poured love for the Holy House for Hajj in the hearts of
true believers. [According to Tafsir ibn Kasir explanation of 2:125]
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Holy prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) made supplication which Allah has quoted in the
Holy Quran:
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“(0O Allah!) Fill the hearts of some from among men with love towards it.”
[Al-Quran 14:37]

Allah made HIS Holy House like a most powerful magnet to pull believers hearts towards it. As
a result, Allah’s house is always visited by Muslims 24 hours a day for thousands of years. You
would not find any other holy place in this earth as alive and busy in day or night as Holy House
of Allah in Makkah. To see or to think of the power of supplications, and the power of Allah for
answering the supplications, to unseen pouring of love from unseen Allah, one needs to use
the inner eyes, inner look and feelings to grasp the inner beauties of those things. Therefore,
let us reflect, and use our eyes in the hearts to see the inner beauties of Hajj beyond the
peripheral look. These beauties are to beautify the hearts and souls of the believers for total
rest and satisfaction with Allah, and Allah’s prescription the Hajj.

Hajj is an ideal Muslim conference

Ideal! Yes, Allah prescribes ideal programs. All-Wise Allah knows about HIS creations, the needs for
HIS creations, and the ideal remedies for their needs. It is only possible by All-Knowing Allah. That is
why, manmade conference and Allah’s prescribed conference has no similarity. Manmade ones have
shortcomings, but Allah’s prescription is perfect. This “Ildeal” aspect in the Hajj is perfect with divine
beauty, and one must try to see it with inner look. “Ideal Hajj as Muslim world conference” is a divine
beauty, and with it, a believer can imagine about Allah’s beauty and perfection. Subhaanallah!

To think of it a bit more, let me highlight about other conferences in this world. In this world, people
organise conferences for various reasons. Below are some main reasons for any conferences:

To remind the aim and objectives of the organizations to the members,

To educate more about their ideology to the members,

To unite the members and leaders,

To encourage, or motivate the leaders and members to continue their mission,

To achieve the high spirit,

To plan for the better, and

To spread the message all over through the selected representatives in the conference etc.
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Now, let us take a deeper look at the Hajj. It is an ideal conference for world Muslims. World Muslims
believe in the same ideology which is worshipping one Allah without giving any partners to HIM. It is
like, Allah made a centre for Monotheism in Makkah for the world Muslims. Whoever will surrender to
the will of Allah will become an automatic member of this main centre. To become a member of
Allah’s house in Makkah, there is no fee, no membership form or anything. If anyone accepts Allah
without any partners, gains the privilege to become a member of Hajj Conference. Then once he or
she becomes a member, gains the right to attend in there for Hajj as a conference. In Hajj, members
perform duties to remind themselves about monotheism, about worshipping one Allah. Every action
or duty they do in there educates them more about oneness of Allah. In that Hajj conference, millions
of Muslims (as conference members) sing Allah’s oneness. For example, they say, “Labbaika laa
shareeka lak - | am present! Allah! YOU have no partners.”

Then from that Hajj conference, they get filled up with high spirit of Imaan. They become highly
motivated like re-charged battery with full power to become best Muslims. They feel much closer to
Allah in Hajj conference. Their Imaan level goes very high. Their love for Allah goes to a peak level. They
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get motivation to be righteous, to be a best surrendered servant of Allah in their lives. Then they come
back with that high spirit to spread it around. Other Muslims come to welcome them from their areas.
Other Muslims feel encouraged to talk to them. They ask the pilgrims to make supplication for them
because a successful pilgrim comes back as sinless as a newborn baby. Other people get information
about the Hajj conference. Many of them drop tears out of love for Allah and Hajj when they hear
description from the returned pilgrims. The wind of righteousness blows around. The sense of
righteousness is spread like this all over the world.

So truly, if we look at the above-mentioned aspects of Hajj, then it is correct to say that the Hajj is the
best righteous world Muslim conference in this world. This is a conference:

Happens every year,

It happens at the same venue,

It takes place for the same aim and objectives,

It gives the same message every time,

This conference is all about surrendering to Allah fully and glorifying Allah only,

This conference is made safe by Allah (Not allowed to kill, hunt, fight, steal etc),

This conference is a world Muslims conference because Muslims come from all over the
world,

This conference unites the world Muslims under the one slogan “Labbaika Allahumma
labbaik—I am present O Allah | am present!” and

» Through this conference, the message of Monotheism spreads all over the world etc.

VVVYVYVYVYYVYYVYVY
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Now, let us look at a verse in the Holy Quran. In this verse Allah describes HIS holy house in Makkah as
a safe, centre for gathering or conference.
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“And (remember) when WE made the House (Ka’ba) a Place of assembly for men and a place of
safety.”
[Al-Quran 2:125]

Allah made it a “Masaabah” for people. Masaabah means coming back again and again to gather, to
visit or to perform Hajj duties. House of Allah in Makkah is a place of world assembly for Muslims. A
place to gather. It is a centre for Monotheism for the world. That’s why Muslims from all over the world
gather here as a world Muslims conference every year. The inner specialty about that conference is
that Allah put love about this conference in the hearts of the believers. That love is divine and
priceless. One needs to feel it in the heart. It is unseen but it has overwhelming expressions in the
action of Muslims. The inner beauty behind the Hajj conference is “Allah placed love for it in the
believer’s heart.” It is unseen yet real. Believers must not miss it, must think about it, and thank Allah
profusely for it. If believers do not think about the inner arrangement behind the great worship Hajj,
then they will miss the ocean to find a smallriver. That will be a big loss!

Hajj provides a secret rope for Muslim unity

Unity comes through joining hearts. It can’t be seen yet JOINING is a very powerful force to bring
hearts together. Who can do it? Can entire mankind do it with their expertise that Allah has provided?
With inner look, we can realize the magnanimity of it. With money or wealth, unity cannot be
purchased because every unique individual has different idea, choice and preference. But with which
secret power, Millions of Muslims can gather with a single aim? What is the beautiful unseen thread
that makes a garland with numerous hearts? That thread is Allah’s Mercy believers receive through
their submission to one Allah. All hearts in Hajj submits to One Allah, and as a result, numbers do not
matter, the result of unity in is hearts is the same. That unseen Mercy and Power of Allah, that works
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as a secret rope to unite hearts is extra-ordinarily beautiful. Muslims must ponder about it, try to see
the Hajj beyond its outer duties, and to boost their level of faith up and up.

It is Allah’s Mercy again on Muslims. Allah prescribed Hajj on world Muslims to maintain unity
throughout the life. For Hajj, Muslim countries must communicate, cooperate in working together to
materialise the Hajj duties. It is such a cause, a divine cause that brings Muslims together. For unity,
countries are working hard in many ways. For unity among nations, there are many organizations
working, spending so much time, spending so much money and effort. But is it giving any unity as
expected? Rather, mankind is dividing themselves in the name of nationality, culture, race and
regions. They can’t achieve effective unity due to the national or regional interests. Race, class,
language come in to determine who would get the preference on what. As a result, mankind is dividing
further and further without achieving much unity.

Unity among Muslims is also not possible based on money. Unity comes through the unity of hearts.
Unity of hearts comes only through Allah’s Mercy for the surrendering of believer’s hearts to one single
point. In Islam that single point of unity is Allah. When billions of Muslims all over the world surrender
their hearts to one Allah, then unity comes among them. Hajj is a worship that unites Muslims all over
the world. Hajj is not only for Arab Muslims who are living around Makkah. Hajj is for all the Muslims.
Hajj is only for Allah, not for the name, fame, national or regional interest and so on. Hajj is the
response to the call of Allah with one single aim, with one single method and with one single target for
the Paradise. Therefore, when millions of Muslims come to Hajj for one reason, then their hearts unite
to a single aim, and that single aim brings unity among world Muslims.

Hajj is every year. So, every year the connection among Muslims is going on. Every year in Hajj, the
world Muslims are praying for the rest of the Muslims in this word. Every year the message for unity is
spreading to Muslims all over the world. That united spirit, united efforts, united worship, united
cooperation is keeping Muslim unity efforts alive every year. Without divine program like Hajj, there are
no other ways that are effective to achieve such widespread feeling of unity, brotherhood or
sisterhood. | am not saying that there is no misunderstanding among Muslims. Misunderstanding is
obvious because Satan is working continuously to divide Muslims to cause fights. But what | am
saying is, Hajj is a major contributor towards the unity among Muslims. It is working in the believer’s
mind to be united for the sake of Allah.

When Allah unites hearts together then only the real unity comes. Otherwise, unity achieved based on
racism, nationalism, regional interests are very short lived and with little shake up that kind of unity
collapses easily. But unity based on faith in one Allah is a solid unity because its aim is noble, its aim
is above selfish interests, and its aim is blessed by Allah. When Allah blesses on hearts to unite, then
nothing can stop it. Hajj is such a worship that unite Muslims all over the world. Allah is so kind on
Muslims by ordaining Hajj in every year which will bring Muslims to one centre with one aim to achieve
unity in faith and to be saved from destruction, fighting, killing and ruining one another. Hajj sends that
unity message every year through millions of pilgrims all over the world.

In the Holy Quran Allah reminds the believers about how HE united the hearts of the true believers, not
with money or wealth but through divine faith!
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“And hold fast, all of you together by the Rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and do not be
divided among yourselves (being Muslims). And remember with thanks Allah’s favour on you; for
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you were enemies and HE joined your hearts together in love, so that by HIS Grace you became
brethren;”
[Al-Quran 3:103]

Allah says further in the Holy Quran:
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“And HE has placed unity between their (believer’s) hearts: Even if you had spent all that is in the
earth, you could not have produced that unity (and love); but Allah has united them, surely, HE is
Supreme in Strength, All Wise.”

[Al-Quran 8:63]

The unity in hearts behind successful Hajj program is a key issue. We do not see that background of
how Allah’s power works over all those hearts. If we reflect about it, acknowledge it, take it dear to our
hearts and souls, and remember it, then that will enlighten our hearts with the bright light of Imaan,
and we can appreciate the power of Allah behind the Hajj more.

Divine re-animating spirit through Haijj

When a patient is suffering from heart ailment, the doctors give electric shock to re-activate the heart.
Weak heart needs it desperately to be active again. | shall discuss more about the heart in the next
paragraph, but here | would like to remind the importance of re-animation in spirituality. Human heart
can be given shock but what about the human soul? Human soul is beyond doctors’ knowledge or
ability in fixing it. The soul becomes weak after committing sins or becoming detached with the
creator of Soul by being busy with worldly temporary fun and games. How can that weakened status
be revived when no Xray or Scan can detect it? That is the secret power that has full control over the
souls, and that power can penetrate its will through the souls to revive them without electric shocks.
That is the power of Allah, and that power needs to be reflected upon by inner search or inner look.
The inner beauty of re-animating souls is superb.

Imagine! How important the role of the heart is in a human body. If the heart survives the rest of the
body survives. If the heart is dead, then nothing can stop the body from rotting. Why is that? It is
because the heart pumps the blood from it to all other organs in a human body. That way the heart
animates the body. Then again, the heart collects all the blood from all organs back to it. Why? So that
the heart can purify the blood and send it to all over the body to re-animate it. Holy Ka’ba, the centre of
Hajj is also like a heart for all the Muslims. Allah made this centre, so world Muslims can gather in it to
be empowered with spiritual elevation, to be charged with high degree of Imaan. Then, after that
charging, they can spread back to all over the world to re-animate the world Muslims. Alhamdulillah!
What a great centre for motivation the Hajj gathering is!

If we notice closely, about 6 months of the year, the spirit of Hajj season goes around the world
Muslims. From after the Month of Ramadan Muslims from outside Makkah begin their preparations for
Hajj. They inform their families, relatives, friends, local communities and so on. They pay off all the
debts, they seek forgiveness from others, and they begin feeling a high degree of Imaan in them. Their
families, relatives and communities are also influenced from it positively towards Imaan. That begins
the assisting to one another through visiting, through inviting, through organising Dua program,
through giving charity and so on. All these things are like reviving the dead hearts into live hearts in
terms of Imaan. This process of re-animation of Imaan continues until the pilgrims leave homes.
Friends and families feel it in their hearts when they say goodbye to the pilgrims. Many of them cry,

Page |34



shed tears with live emotion, with acute love for the pilgrims and the pilgrimage for the love of Allah in
their hearts.

Then their feeling is continuously alive or animated until the pilgrims come back. Once they welcome
the pilgrims back, their hearts re-animate to the peak again. When pilgrims come back, people gather
around them to listen to their spiritual experiences, to know everything in Hajj so eagerly with hearts
and souls. With that, their hearts are re-animated more. In this process the message of Taqwa, the
Faith in one Allah, the love for Allah and HIS messenger goes around all over the world through
pilgrims to re-animate Muslims hearts in this world. This re-animation process does not stop after one
year. This process continues every year. Alhamdulillah! For last many thousands of years Allah has
prescribed this Hajj and thus Hajj is playing a very important part to keep Muslims hearts with Imaan
alive. Every year of Hajj is like a re-animation season for world Muslims.

This re-animation of pilgrims and the others are a great gift from Allah Almighty. Holy Quran indicates
that:
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“And proclaim (the duties of Hajj) among men: They will come to you on foot and on every kind of
camel (Transport) ...That they may see the rewards for themselves and celebrate the Name of

Allah.”
[Al-Quran 22:27-28]

With inner look, reflection and thinking, we can see the bigger picture, and the enormity of Allah’s
Power and Wisdom about HOW IS HE ORGANIZING everything in Hajj. Is it humanly possible? Is it
humanly possible to unite the hearts? Is it possible to humanly keep the momentum of re-animation
to continue year after year? Is it humanly possible to increase that level of re-animation every year
without dropping? Believer’'s must not ignore thinking about the inner beauties of Hajj. It will only
benefit them, Insha Allah!

Hajj as a divine training

Divine training is extra-ordinary. It does not require normal tools, tutors, training centres, and
customized training programs to each individual trainee. Hajj is a universal training, it is holistic,
simple, and is fit for all. No creation can come out with a training program without shortcomings
except Allah. Allah’s training begins with heart and soul and motivates the trainees to believe in the
essential things to start with. Once they surrender their minds and souls to the loyalty of Allah, then
the same training course benefits all of them. This faith part in training in the unseen, yet the most
effective training method. It can be seen only in Allah’s divine Hajj training if someone take a deeper
look with their heart and soul. That inner beauty in faith training illuminates the heart and soul without
harsh pressure.

Let me discuss little more about the Hajj as divine training for our understanding. It trains Muslims to
dedicate to Allah fully. In this dedication it includes the following training in Hajj:

» Strong commitment: Hajj trains Muslims to be fully committed to serve Allah’s code in life.
Hajj is a difficult journey, but due to strong commitment from Allah’s servants they can
perform Hajj. Strong commitment helps them to overcome all the obstacles to make the noble
journey. Once a Muslim is committed and tries hard then Allah makes it easy for them. Strong
commitment is a fundamental need to be a strong Muslim. Allah loves strong Muslims more
than weak Muslims. When a Muslim commits fully to serve Allah in any action in life, Allah
makes his or her path smooth. Allah reveals it in the holy Quran:
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“So, who gives (in charity) and fears (Allah), and (in all sincerity) accepts (and commits)
and follows the best-WE will indeed make smooth for him the path to happiness.”
[Al-Quran 92:5-7]

Therefore, Hajj is a worship that teaches Muslims to commit for the risky, hard journey. If they
follow the same strong commitment in their daily duties as Muslims, then success will
embrace them without any shadow of doubt.

Wholehearted efforts: For Hajj they need effort with heart and soul. With half-hearted effort
one will be disheartened about the hard journey. Hesitation, self-doubt and half-heartedness
prevents a Muslim from the hard journey. Unless his or her heart is full of Allah’s obedience,
the heart is full of Allah’s love, and the heart is full of wish for the paradise, then a Muslim
cannot dedicate health, wealth and so on for the difficult Hajj journey. Because Hajj journey is
not a journey for just pleasure or fun, it is a righteous journey which requires disciplines in
mind and heart. For many that discipline is a very hard task. Without wholehearted effort, no
one can achieve this discipline. Hajj trains Muslims for that discipline. In general, following
Allah’s code requires that sincere whole-hearted effort. Without it a Muslim struggles every
day in following Allah’s code. Obeying Allah is hard for those who do not have wholehearted
effort behind the obedience. Allah wants Muslims to be wholehearted and sincere in obeying
HIM.

“And they have been commanded no more than this: To worship Allah, offering HIM
sincere devotion, being true (in faith).”
[Al-Quran 98:5]

Therefore, Hajj is a worship that teaches Muslims to make wholehearted effort to succeed in
obeying Allah in day-to-day life.

Giving up everything: Hajj trains Muslims to give up everything if necessary for the sake of
Allah. For Hajj, Muslims give up money, sexuality with spouses, comfortable stay,
entertainment with sinful events, all sinful actions, families or friends, and even they prepare
to give up their lives in their journey. Hajj is a training to give up most beloved things in the path
of Allah if necessary. Without the mentality to give up, a Muslim cannot take the difficult Hajj
journey. Hajj is a training for Muslims to give up things for the real owner of things (for Allah). If
they train themselves with that properly, then they can give up their self, money, comfort or
every selfish desire for the pleasure of Allah. To be a true Muslim one must learn that, and one
must do that. In general, Allah commands Muslims to give up their self or wealth for Allah to be
qualified for the Paradise. Allah says about it in the Holy Quran:
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“0 you who believe! Shall |l guide you to a business that will save you from painful
penalty, that you believe in Allah and HIS messenger, and that you strive very hard (to
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your best) in the cause of Allah, with your property and your persons: That will be best for
you, if you only knew!”
[Al-Quran 61:10-11]

Therefore, Hajj is a worship that trains Muslims to give up their property and persons in the
path of Allah in their day-to-day life to the obedience of Allah.

» Surrendering to Allah: Hajj trains Muslims to surrender to Allah with everything. It trains
Muslims to surrender their sexual desires to follow Allah’s commands. It trains Muslims to
surrender their wrong desires to avoid sinful actions to follow Allah’s commands. It trains
Muslims to surrender their desires for comfort to follow Allah’s commands. It trains Muslims
to surrender their stinginess to spend a lot of money to follow Allah’s commands and so on. To
become a true Muslim, one must surrender his or her desires to Allah, his or her wealth to the
will of Allah, his or her comfort to the will of Allah, his or her life to the will of Allah. So, a true
Muslim is the one who surrenders his or her mind, emotion, desires, wishes, likes and dislikes,
his or her choices and hobbies, his or her life and everything to the will of Allah. Hajj is such a
worship that requires surrendering to Allah with everything one has in this life. In general, for
every Muslim the fundamental requirement is that they must surrender to the will of Allah fully.
Allah calls Muslims to do that in the Holy Quran:

M) & pdaa] o phd | o ¥ 5 4808 bl 31 614371 slat 6l gl
.

“0 you who believe! Enter Islam fully; and follow not the footsteps of the Satan; for he is
to you an avowed enemy.”
[Al-Quran 2:208]

Therefore, Hajj is a worship that trains Muslims to surrender everything to the will of Allah, to
become complete Muslims for which Allah demands for.

Hajj is a source for motivation

Motivation is essential to move a mass of people. It is an unseen issue yet extremely important for a
movement. It requires hard convincing to win people’s hearts. When it is made clear to people that a
hard training is for their best, then they feel motivated to do it. Often in this world, money, gift, awards,
honours or some sort of promotions are used to motivate people to do something. These motivational
things can be seen. When it comes about motivation through Hajj, then it is mostly internal, and it
finds a deep-seated root in the heart and soul through faith. Faith is also unseen but very sweet (Not
with the tongue but with heart and mind) and beautiful for its purity and nobility. Again, one needs to
use his/her inner look to enjoy that inner beauty of Hajj.

Every nation celebrates some special occasions to motivate its people. Political parties call for yearly
council to motivate its members. Communities celebrate some days to motivate its members.
International communities celebrate some special days to motivate people. For example, national
days, cultural celebrations, Peace Day, food day or could be anything. Islam has many activities daily
or weekly, or yearly basis to motivate Muslims into the worship of Allah. For example:

» Salah daily to motivate Muslims into the worship of Allah,

» Jumma Salah on Friday gathering, to motivate Muslims for the rest of the week,

» Fasting month once a year, to motivate Muslims to be true servant of Allah for the rest of the
year,

> Similarly, Hajj takes place every year, to motivate Muslims for serving Allah for the rest of the
life.
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Between these different worships, the main difference is the scope. For example, Salah has the
motivational scope for locality only, fasting has the motivational scope in the wider range, and Hajj
has the motivational scope for the world. Islam addresses quite clearly that Mankind is created by one
GOD, and mankind should follow the guidance of that one GOD. In worshipping one GOD, Islam calls
for world unity not division. In that call, Muslims respond positively. So, all the Muslims in this world,
from east to the west believe in one Allah and follow one Allah’s guidance. Hajj is there to unite them
internationally. Hajj is there to:

Bring them together every year,

Show their presence for the same target,

Revive their unity every year,

Re-animate Muslims all over the world,

Unite them in and around the House of Allah,

Motivate them to be united,

Motivate them to act as one big Muslim family in this world,

Motivate them to assist, encourage one another to serve Allah all over the earth,

To motivate them to cooperate with each other among Muslim countries for progress,
Motivate them to remove any trace of racism and nationalism among them,

Motivate them to enjoy the spiritual joy during Hajj season through being in Hajj or sharing with
Eid and Qurbani all over the world etc.

VVVYYVYVVYYVYYVY

Hajj is a powerful motivational source for Muslims. Its spirit centred in the House of Allah, but the ray
of that spirit reaches every remote corner in this world. Every year someone is going to Hajj from every
place from this world. It is a world event. It is a regular event. It is a fixed event. It does not need any
campaigning, any announcements, any posturing or any media advertisements. Allah has fixed this
event for every year and HIS servants are taking preparation to do the Hajj every year. This is Allah’s
arrangement! The biggest arrangement in this world every year. Allahu Akbar!

Just imagine, the following:

» How many million Muslims go for Hajj each year all over the world?

» How much money the Haijj is generating?

» How many hundreds of thousands of people are involved in business, training, visa, air ticket,
customs, security, in all over management for the Hajj each year?

» How many places in this earth, Muslims are coming from for Hajj?

» How many more are involved as friends, families, or community members in helping, seeing
off and receiving motivation directly or indirectly from those pilgrims?

Allahu Akbar! Allah is great! And HIS plan is great! HIS Hajj prescription is big too. His Hajj is a
continuous yearly motivation for Muslims all over the world. There are no such gatherings available in
this world in that large scale, in that frequency and in that degree of holiness. Allahu Akbar! Allah
made the Holy House and it’s surrounding a place for peace and security. Whoever goes in there feels
the motivation and then they come back to share and spread that feeling to motivate other Muslims
towards it. Allah says about the Holy place in the Quran:
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“And (remember) Ibrahim said: ‘O my Lord! Make this city, one with peace and security: and save
me and my sons from praying to idols.”
[Al-Quran 14:35]
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To conclude, one should reflect on the unseen motivation from Hajj, and its source. This motivation
no can see with bare eyes, but with inner look, can feel it, or can think about it. This divine motivation
is another inner beauty of Hajj. A wise or understanding person cannot avoid seeing it with inner look.

Hajj is a centre of inspiration for Da’wa

What inspires people? When something is extra-ordinary yet simple enough to win the hearts and
mind, then people get inspired about it. Too hard, or too difficult a thing is never good for inspiration
because people cannot keep up with it. When people think of inspiring others, they often try without
success. Allah All-Wise does things for the success, and guides those who are keen to be inspired and
are willing to inspire others. HE has prescribed Hajj for that. It looks simple but with extra-ordinary
divine work behind it and with the best results. It inspires the pilgrims to respond to Allah’s invitation
(Call or Da’wa), and the pilgrims get inspired by it to spread the invitation (Call or Da’wa from Allah) to
others. For thousands of years, this is an ongoing inspiration for Da’wa without many efforts. Believers
enjoy to the Da’wa from Allah, and they also enjoy passing Allah’s Da’wa to others after Hajj. One
should see that beautiful inspiration for Da’wa with deeper look to see how beautifully it has been
happening with the help of Allah.

Let us discuss more about Da’wa through Hajj. One may ask a simple question about Hajj. The
question is, why did Allah prescribe Hajj for Muslims? What is the main purpose of it? The answer for
this question, goes along with the answer to the question that why did Allah create mankind? Allah
created mankind to worship HIM and Allah prescribed Hajj to help Muslims in worshipping HIM. To
teach a community you need a centre for teaching. To teach a nation, you need a national
headquarters for teaching. But to teach the whole world you need a headquarter for the entire world.
House of Allah in Makkah is that headquarter, and Muslims gather in that headquarter every year to
practice worshipping Allah with their health and wealth and even with their lives. Allah says in the
Quran about that centre for world Muslims:
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“And (remember) when WE gave the site to Ibrahim for the (sacred) House, (saying): “Do not
associate anything (in worship) with ME:”
[Al-Quran 22:26]

In this verse we see a few clear messages:

Allah gave the site for the Sacred House as a centre,

Allah gave the purpose of the centre and that is to worship one Allah,

Allah gave condition that in this centre giving partners to Allah is not allowed,

Therefore, Allah made the centre for Tawhid (Centre for Allah’s oneness),

Then Allah asked Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) to call Muslims to come to the centre of
monotheism,

» So that the pilgrims can take the message of monotheism back to their locality etc.

YV VV VY

This is a process of Da’wa. Hajj is, therefore, a gathering to take oath for worshipping one Allah, and
then to pass that message as Da’wa to all over the world. That way, every year, the centre will be busy
with the worshippers of one Allah, and then they will take the message of Tawhid everywhere. Muslims
should use Haijj for effective Da’wa. If 2 million Muslims visit Holy Ka’ba only in Hajj season, and then
if they go back to their locality and give Da’wa for tawhid the following ways, then Islam will spread
further:

» Each pilgrim can make strong intention to dedicate the rest of his/her life for Da’wa to others
about Allah,
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» Each one can go back and practice Islam to motivate others, which is also Da’wa,

» Each one can take initiative to continue learning Islam and teaching Islam to their locality. That
is also a Da’wa.

» The old and new pilgrims all can work together as a Da’wa team in their locality to encourage
Muslims towards Salah, justice, fairness, human rights, halal and harams etc which is also
very effective Da’wa,

» The old and new pilgrims can together set up systems to advise, assist, and help other
Muslims for Halal business, Halal income and so on. That is also a Da’wa.

» All pilgrims in locality can join in advising for the righteous things and to forbid the wrong things
in their locality which is also part of effective Da’wa.

In summary, Allah gave a centre for Tawhid for world Muslims, and they should use this centre for the
Da’wa of Tawhid to the mankind. Muslims must think that way. Muslims must look at the Hajj with
wisdom to understand the message of it. That inner look is called looking with reflection and wisdom.
With wisdom we can see what is beyond the bare look, and we see those enormous hidden treasures
and lessons for our guidance in lives. May Allah grant us inner looking ability with wisdom to
understand the unlimited benefits of HIS Deen (e.g. Hajj), to find the lessons in Hajj to convey them in
our day-to-day lives, and to see the beauty of Islamic worships.
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Chapter 3: Some benefits of Hajj

Why is Haijj beneficial?

Beneficiall Maybe it is an understatement. Maybe the proper word would be “Extra-Ordinarily
beneficial.” Why am | thinking of extra-ordinarily beneficial? | am thinking of the following reasons:

Scope:

When people think of benefits, they see the immediate benefits. Such as, beneficial for their health,
wealth, for relationship, or for peace of mind etc. The benefit generally comes with limitations, and it
does not come with holistic benefits. For example, if a tablet is beneficial for headache such as
Panadol, its benefit is not extended to the diabetes. We find so many beneficial things in our lives, and
we try to take as many as we can for supporting us. When we come to the benefits of Hajj, let us begin
with a question, “How far-reaching are the benefits when talking about the Hajj?” Yes, this is a vital
question we can ask with many beneficial things in this world to understand its scope. The answer to
the question is, the scope of Hajj benefits is not limited to health or wealth only, but it offers the total
holistic benefits for the pilgrims. It benefits the soul, the spirit, the mind, the heart, the desires, the
guidance for success in this life’s test, the self-control and to walk on the road towards the happy next
life. Besides, it offers the benefits in Paradise with all the never-ending benefits for a happy, peaceful,
secured and prosperous life under the Guardianship of Allah. That’s why, Hajj benefits are not
ordinary but extra-ordinary, and in this chapter, Insha Allah, we shall look at few examples.

Harmless:

In this life, there are so many beneficial things have benefits as well as harms. Until to a certain limit, a
thing can be beneficial, but when the limit is exceeded, it can turn to be harmful. Some examples are
below:

» Medicine has benefits, but overdosing can have adverse effect, side-effects or even death.

> Sleeping has benefits, but too much sleeping is bad for health. It can make a person feel lazy,
and without exercise and fithess, too much sleeping can cause poor health with suffering.

» Food is beneficial and yummy, but overeating is harmful. If someone drinks too much milk,
that can cause diarrhoea, or any kind of overeating causes the beneficial foods to turn into
poison.

» Love is beneficial, but if it is balanced with wisdom, the one can suffer from lovesickness with
the tendency to self-harm or harm to others. Love without discipline can spoil the loved ones,
and love without fairness can help the criminals to continue their harm to the society.

> Prayer is very beneficial, but if the prayer is not within the teachings of Allah’s Messenger, then
some may lose the balance in their responsibilities such as rights of their families on them or
rights of their own health on them, or rights of the other humans on them. Everything needs
moderation, or else beneficial thing may turn into the harms.

But the benefit of Hajj has no harm. Of course, Allah prescribed Hajj duties in moderation because
every beneficial need in humans is known by All-Knowing Allah. Allah has prescribed Hajj rituals within
the limited ability with HIS servants, but for its benefits or rewards, Allah did not place any limitations.
Allah made the benefits unlimited with HIS unlimited Mercy, and HE did not leave any harm in the
beneficial Hajj. From that point of view, Hajj is with extra-ordinary benefits.

Never loss:

In worldly things, most beneficial thing is profitable business. With good business, one can make
quick profit that is not often possible with jobs. Jobs have limited hours of work with limited salary, but
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business has enormous scope to become rich if everything goes well. The question now, is there any
business in this world without risk of loss? We know that every business is risky. It may go either way,
profit or loss, and benefits or harm. There is no guarantee that a business will bring benefits only
without worries, stresses, and fear of losses. Then, is there any business that is without loss at all?
Yes, there is. That business is doing business with Allah like Hajj. It has no loss, ho harms and it has
only one side and that is benefit or profits without loss. Any effort made for Hajj is rewarding in this life
and in the next life. Even for Hajj, if a pilgrim dies, that is also beneficial because he/she will be taken
care of by Allah as HIS Honourable guest. Let us look at an example in the Holy Quran. This example is
related to all the worships to Allah including Hajj.
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“Surely those who recite the Book of Allah, establish prayer, and donate from what We have
provided for them—secretly and openly—"can’” hope for an exchange that will never fail.”
[Al-Quran 35:29]
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“That will never fail” includes that will never have harms, loss, or non-beneficial results. If we only look
at the three above examples, we can surely say or accept the fact that Hajj is only beneficial. In other
words, Allah has made the Hajj beneficial. Now, let us come to the main question of this chapter. The
question is, why is Hajj beneficial? The answer is below:

e Allah made it beneficial: The prescriber of Hajj is Allah, and it is HIS prerogative that HE would
make the Hajj a beneficial worship in all aspects of life, in this present life and in the next life.

e Allah’s universal rules: Allah grants only benefit to HIS Servants when they worship HIM.
Almighty Allah controls all the benefits, harms and saves HIS servants from loss in
worshipping HIM.

e HAIJJ is noble: Because it is a noble deed prescribed by Allah; it is only beneficial. Whoever
does the Hajj is for their best, and all the believers want to perform Hajj for its unlimited
benefits. They do Hajj for the pleasure of Allah, and Allah grants the enormous benefits to HIS
servants for HIS love for them.

The benefit of Hajj is paradise

Benefits of good things are common in this life. There is reward for all good words and actions. People
in every culture understands about the benefits in good morals. That’s why, there are good etiquettes
in every culture because it is rewarding mentally, emotionally and socially. But which culture (without
faith) think of Paradise as a benefit of a certain good deed? It is obvious that if a person does not
believe in GOD or in the next life, or in the Paradise, then he/she would never consider the benefit
such as Paradise for a good deed. For this reason, in the general concept, many people understand
the benefit of any good deeds as return of something good in this life. Hajj benefit is not like that
expectation, thus extra-ordinary. Hajj benefits reach the next life and offers the everlasting benefits in
the Paradise for the performer. What a wonderful benefit!

Hajj is compulsory on Muslims only once in a lifetime. The Mercy of Allah in it that it is not every day, or
every week, or every month, or every year but only once in the life. Besides, this compulsion only
applies on those Muslims who can afford it. So, we can see how easy Allah made the Hajj rules for
Muslims. Then, a well-off Muslim needs to make sincere sacrifice to perform the Hajj once in their life.
Itis like just one shot to the target. If that shot is a best shot, then what is he or she getting in return?
The return is more than the normal equation. The result or the reward for best performance in Hajj is
Allah’s abundant Mercy.
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What is the Mercy? Let us find the answer from a Hadis. Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with him)
narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
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“The reward of the accepted Hajj is nothing but paradise”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

What is an accepted Hajj? | have included in this book in chapter eight on the conditions for accepted
Hajj. | recommend the readers to read that for details. But here | would say briefly an accepted Hajj
means:

e The Hajj Allah has accepted,

e The Hajj that Allah is pleased with,

e The Hajjwas done by a Pilgrim properly,

e The Hajjin which the pilgrim followed the teaching of Allah’s messenger,
e The Hajjthat was properly done for the sake of Allah and

e The Hajj has changed the Muslim from sinner to righteous and so on.

So, when a Hajj is done properly, and Allah accepts it, then it is called Hajjul Mabroor “Accepted Hajj
by Allah”. Only Hajjul Mabroor qualifies for the excellent reward from Merciful Allah. That reward is
nothing but Paradise. Allahu Akbar! What an excellent reward! How Merciful Allah is for HIS sincere
dedicated servants in Hajj!

The lesson from this reward issue is:

e AllHajjis not accepted,

e Some are accepted and,

e Some Hajjies are not accepted.

e Muslims must not take Hajj for granted,

e They must learn about what makes their Hajj not accepted so they can avoid those actions,

e They must learn what makes a Hajj accepted by Allah so that they can do those things in Hajj.

Again, Muslims must remember that “Accepted Hajj and grant of Paradise for it” is conditional. So,
they must fulfil those conditions to be able to perform their Hajj properly. May Allah grant every
Muslim right knowledge and the right effort in their Hajj to be accepted by Allah! Also, may Allah
forgive the Muslim’s shortcomings in their Hajj and accept their Hajj and grant all of them Paradise!
Ameen!

To conclude, | would like to highlight that the amount of sacrifice the pilgrims go through to perform
Hajj is not equal to the Paradise. Even an inch of a place in Paradise is worth more than the heavens
and the earth and beyond or nothing can purchase an inch in Paradise, but Allah grants the Paradise
for pilgrims because of HIS Endless Mercy. HE is the Greatest, and HIS gift for HIS servants is also
great!

Benefit of Hajj is heart cleansing

Cleaningis a daily issue for people. Everyone does some cleaning. One may do it more than another. A
caring mother does the voluntary cleaning for the household more than others. Or wise parents in
their parenting list, they keep the teaching of cleaning to their beloved children to prepare them with
the best habits. On top of that, some places require extra professional cleaners to keep things clean
and tidy. They spend lots of money for that. Therefore, who does not know the benefits of cleansing?
Or about the importance of cleansing for health, safety, comfort and good life? But not many people
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are aware of spiritual cleansing or cleaning of the heart. One cannot use any chemicals or detergents
to clean the heart. No cleaning companies has ever discovered the heart cleaning agents or products.
The creator of hearts, mankind and the rest of the creations knows the need for the heart cleaning,
and HE has prescribed methods for that cleaning as well. One of the heart cleaning products HE has
prescribed is called Hajj.

Here, one can ask, what is in the heart that needs cleaning? The answer is the heart has dirt as the
body has. Dirt is disgusting, harmful, and polluting. As we need the cleaning outside the body, we also
need the cleaning of disgust inside our hearts. There are so many dirts that pollute our hearts. They are
such as, Shirk (Joining in faith others in the worship with Allah), or Kufr (Defiance of Allah), or Bid’ah
(Innovations in the name of religion), or worshipping own cravings or desires (Hawa), or all the bad
traits like anger, rage, greed, selfishness, cruelty, stinginess, arrogance, envy, unfairness in the heart,
or all sorts of traits that are prohibited by Allah. This dirt we cannot see, but they damage our purity in
hearts, and unless we clean them, we cannot get a place in Paradise because Paradise has no room
for dirt, impurity and uncleanliness. In one word, it is called sin that we are required to clean.

What is sin? Sin is the actions that disobey Allah. So whatever people do, say, think or feel, if those
actions are prohibited by Allah, then doing it is called sin. For some sins one must directly seek Allah’s
forgiveness, repent sincerely to Allah and not doing it again. Another type of sin is, violating the rights
of Allah’s creation that Allah has prescribed. Such as violating human rights that Allah has prescribed,
or violating parent’s rights, or violating spouse’s rights are also major sins. For those sins one must
apologise and seek forgiveness both from Allah’s creations as well as from Allah. Hajj teaches
Muslims to prepare themselves for it. Well before Hajj, they should repent to Allah, they should mend
their wrong ways, they should pay any dues to fellow human, they should fix any injustice they had
done to another human, they should apologise to Allah and to other humans and seek forgiveness for
the wrongdoing etc. Then they should travel for Hajj with sinless mind and actions, with Halal money.

Then in Hajj, they should avoid all the sinful actions as well as whatever actions Allah prohibited for
them to attain a pure sinless state. Besides, in Hajj they should learn to reform themselves and they
should learn to surrender to Allah completely, and they should perform the Hajj duties properly with
begging to Allah for forgiveness of their sins. Then, for them Allah will turn with Great Mercy. Again,
that Mercy of Allah has no equation. It is beyond Muslim’s deeds in comparison of what they get from
Allah. Allah forgives all their sins. Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said in a Hadis, narrated by Abu
Huraira (May Allah be pleased with him):
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“Whoever has done Hajj only for the pleasure of Allah, and in Hajj did not do any sexual activities
and did not do any sinful activities, he (She) will return from Hajj as sinless as like the newborn
(sinless) baby.”

[Muttafaqun A’laih]

The lessons we can learn from the above Hadis are:

= Forgiveness of sins in Hajj is not for granted,

= Forgiveness of sins in Hajj is conditional,

=  Forgiveness of sins in Hajj has the primary condition that it must be done for the pleasure of
Allah alone. In Hajj the intention for name or fame or selfish desires, or joining partners with
Allah, will not qualify for the forgiveness of sins,

=  Forgiveness of sins will be granted if a Muslim fully follows the rules and the methods of Hajj
properly etc.
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So, Muslims must not take the forgiveness of Hajj for granted. They must learn what factors ruin the
grant of forgiveness and what factors increase the chance of Allah’s forgiveness. Moreover, they must
endeavour to perform their Hajj as properly as possible, and they must beg to Allah in Hajj to accept
their Hajj and to forgive them. That part is the duty from the Pilgrims, but Allah has Placed duty on HIM
to forgive HIS beloved servants who do their best. HE is there to forgive them, and they need to do their
best. Allah knows that they are not perfect, and they need HIS Forgiveness. So, from Allah’s part, the
extreme generosity is there, and with that forgiveness, pilgrim’s hearts get cleaned, they regain the
state of purity, and they get qualified for Allah’s Paradise etc. Is not it a great benefit of Hajj? Is Hajj not
a divine cleansing program that cleans the heart and soul in a servant of Allah?

Benefit of Hajj in wealth

What is benefit in wealth? It is opposite to the harm of wealth. Wealth does not necessarily mean
beneficial. Wealth may bring troubles as well. Below are a few examples:

e Obsession: Wealth may make some people obsessive about it. The more they have the more
they will want. If there is no blessing in their wealth and in them, then wealth can motivate
them to be stingy, to be crazy to occupy others wealth, to the bloodshed or even to kill people
in the name of war to capture their wealth. Therefore, wealth is always not beneficial.

e Corruption: Greed for wealth may drive people to take bribe, to earn ill-gotten money, to steal
other’s money with power and position, to cause inhumane sufferings to many victims, to
break the fabric of peace and harmony in the society. Some rich people are causing havoc in
the society with their wealth by using their wealth for immoral ways. In this regard, all wealth is
not beneficial.

e Arrogance: Sometimes wealth makes people arrogant. They lose their humility with wealth,
they look other people down, they create rich and poor class to destroy the harmony, they
spend money to establish their power over poor people, and their wealth with arrogance
removes peace, and security in the society. As a result, victims curse them, pray for their
destruction, and one day they face the natural justice and suffer with loss and humiliations. In
this case, wealth is also not necessarily beneficial.

o Loss of faith: Sometimes wealth makes people feel that they are infallible. They think that they
can buy everything with money. They may think that they do not need GOD, or GOD’s blessings
because they are already wealthy. Qaroon was a classic example in the Holy Quran during the
time of Prophet Musa (Peace be upon him). Abu Lahab was another example. His wealth and
big force made him to think that he could challenge Allah and HIS Holy Messenger with
cruelties, but his wealth could not save him from Allah’s punishment. Holy Quran describes it:
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“May the hands of Abu Lahab perish, and he "himself" perish! Neither his wealth nor
‘'worldly’ gains will benefit him.”
[Al-Quran 111:1-2]

Furthermore, wealth is from Allah. Sometimes people work hard yet sustenance comes to them with
difficulty. Or they fail in their projects and lose more than gaining. Or they earn but some calamity
happens, and they lose their money or wealth. What is the main cause for that? The main reason for
that is the absence of Allah’s blessings in their wealth. But in other times, people gain more with little
effort, and they say, “It’s my lucky day!” or they earn a little, but it truly brings comfort and removes
anxiety in them, or with a little they survive very well without calamities. What is the reason behind
that? Again, the main reason behind that is Allah’s blessings. When Allah blesses on something then it

Page |45



brings comfort, it brings satisfaction, it brings the feeling of comfort, and it reduces anxiety and worry
or the calamity etc.

Therefore, whatever wealth Muslims have should be blessed by Allah if they want comfort, happiness
and rewards in next life. To be qualified for that blessing from Allah, Muslims must earn and spend
their wealth in the ways Allah commanded for them. One of those prescriptions for blessing is to do
Hajj and Umrah (Explanation of Umrah in chapter eight). One may ask, Hajj and Umrah costs me lots
of money, how can they bring benefits in my wealth? If | say, why do you spend money in the business?
Your answer will be, “To make more money.” Similarly, spending money in the Hajj and Umrah is an
investment to make more with the blessings of Allah. Who is the provider of all the sustenance or
wealth? WHO controls the wealth to change hands? WHO restricts and extends sustenance for
people? WHO controls all the wealth, life, and consumption for HIS Servants? It is Allah, and spending
in Hajj and Umrah is like making an investment with Allah. Therefore, Muslims believe without doubt
that Allah can bestow benefits and blessing in the wealth of pilgrims with HIS Mercy. Yes, this is the
teaching of Islam. Let us look at a Hadis:

Ibn Mas’ud (May Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
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“Perform Hajj and Umrah one with another. Because it removes poverty and sins as bellows

removes dirt from gold or silver.”
[Tirmidi. Nasaee]

So, the above Hadis clearly teaches few facts about the rewards of Hajj as following:

e Thereward for Hajj is not only limited for the next life,

e Thereward for Hajj also in this life like removal of poverty,

e Thereward of removal of poverty is due to Allah’s blessings,

e Theremoval of poverty means increase or benefits, or blessings in wealth without losing,

e |f a Muslim spends for Hajj and Umrah, then Allah also increases their sustenance without
making them poor, etc.

Therefore, Muslims should not worry too much if they spend money for Hajj and Umrah, that they
would be poor! If they can afford for Hajj, then they should not delay with the fear of poverty. If they
spend for Allah, then Insha Allah! Allah will increase HIS blessings (Barakah) on their income. As a
result, the poverty will be removed from them. What an excellent deal! So, the benefits of Hajj in
wealth are guaranteed. Allah provides sustenance for humans, and only HE can grant blessings in
their wealth to make it beneficial for HIS servants, and HE can also save them from calamities, and
losses of the wealth including their mental and emotional sufferings. This extra-ordinary benefit of Hajj
is a great gift from Allah to HIS beloved Servants who do Hajj for HIS sake.

To avoid misunderstanding, | am not suggesting that poor people to perform Hajj for blessings in their
wealth. This suggestion is only to those who can afford the Hajj journey, and the advice is that they
should fear of poverty to spend money for Hajj and Umrah. They believe in the Hadis above, and as
they can afford, they should take the journey, and insha Allah, Allah will bless in their wealth to turn
beneficial for them. The poor people who can’t afford the Hajj journey is not included in this Hadis. In
other words, Islam never teaches poor people to become poorer, and that’s why, Allah Merciful has
made Hajj a compulsion on those who can afford financially.
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Benefits in mental strength from Haijj

Mental strength is extremely necessary for everything. Whether success in any project in this present
life, or for the success in the next life, mental strength is like a foundation to persevere, to continue,
and to reach the desired goal. In education, business, sports, social responsibilities or any other
activities, people need mental strength. If they are weak mentally, then everything else collapses. Life
is full of challenges. Allah made this life full of challenges and has placed us in it to win over the
challenges and for it, mental strength is necessary. Faith in Allah for example, is a challenge because
it is tested again and again. Satan challenges it in human minds to bring confusion, doubts to weaken
it. To endure with Faith, one needs mental strength to hold onto the faith with strong mind. Allah has
created minds in humans, and HE has guided humans about how to keep it healthy and strong. Hajj is
one of those divine therapies to train believers to be strong mentally to overcome struggles they face
and to win eventually.

Hajj trains Muslims to be strong mentally. Hajj is a hard and risky worship. It requires sacrifice in terms
of money, health and even with life. A Muslim with strong mind can take the journey. Muslims with
weak mind cannot fulfil this duty. The total submission to Allah in everyday life is also a hard work. So
many elements in life try to distract a true Muslim from his or her focus. These distractive things try to
weaken the mind. Mind is like the bull’s eye. If one can hit the eye, can weaken the beast. Similarly, if a
mind of Muslim weakens, then his or her death of Imaan begins.

That’s why “an Islamic submission journey” begins from the mind. If the mind submits to Allah, then
the rest of the body follows it. After that if the mind is strong in submission, then nothing can resist the
person from obeying Allah in daily life. With a strong mind, submission to Allah is live and strong. But
without a strong mind, submission to Allah is like a patient dying without oxygen. Therefore, a strong
mind is a fundamental need for a true believer, for a true Muslim. Hajj is one of the practices to
develop a strong mind. Or the Hajj is a test to check whether a Muslim has strong mind or not. In Islam
a weak mind has no value because weak minds cannot stand still when it is tested with trials and
tribulations. A Muslim needs a strong mind to be steadfast, to stand straight in the obedience of Allah.

With a strong mind Muslim qualifies for Paradise because with it they can cross the rough road to
reach the destination in their life journey. Holy Quran describes about it:
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“Verily, in the case of those who say: ‘Our Lord is Allah,’ and further, (they) stand straight and
steadfast, the angels will descend upon them (from time to time and suggest) ‘You do not fear!
And do not feel sad! But receive to the glad tidings of the Paradise, about which you were
promised.”

[Al-Quran 41:30]
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It is beyond doubt; to be steadfast, one must have a strong mind with unshaken determination and
with a “can do” attitude. So, the trials and tribulations cannot blow away the Faith and conviction to
Faith in a Muslim. Hajj is such a worship that helps Muslims to be strong in mind, to rely on Allah, to
sacrifice dear things for the love for Allah and for the love for the Paradise. Muslims should think about
these benefits of the Hajj, the endless benefits of the Hajj. Allah is All Wise, and in every worship, HE
prescribed for Muslims, has huge wisdom behind it. If we try to understand those, then the taste in
worship will increase without doubt Insha Allah!

Hajj is not like other worships that can be performed in the comfort zones. Such as 5 times prayers,
one does not need to go far with a risky trip, or fasting, it can be done at home safely. Or giving charity,
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if one has money, they can give away safely. Hajj is different. It takes a believer out of his/her home to
travel far, and the whole travelling is with restrictions, self-control, patience, and with hard work. By
all of it, the Hajj generates mental strength in pilgrims, and once they take the risk, with Allah’s help
they can do it successfully. It gives them confidence that if they follow Allah’s commands in their life,
with Allah’s help they can achieve anything. Then, they can take this life test easily by putting their
trust in Allah, and they can pass the test with Allah’s help. Therefore, Hajj helps believers in boosting
their mental strength to be resolute, hardworking and successful people in life.

In my case, being a complete Paraplegic without ability to stand or walk, confined in wheelchair, was
suffering from mental weakness with the question in my mind, “Can | ever perform Hajj physically?”
With that doubt, | sent persons twice to do Hajj on my behalf because | could afford financially. But
due to the disability, | was not sure about my physical ability if | can practically go there to perform the
Hajj. Interestingly, even though | sent persons twice to do the BODOL HAJJ for me, my heart was still
not fully satisfied, and | wished if | could go there by myself. In 2022, the chance came. When Saudi
authority assured and encouraged me that | must try, | found mental strength to take the journey.
Alhamdulillah! Allah helped me with my mental strength and helped me to do so much that | could
never have imagined. My Hajj was the biggest lesson for my own mental strength. Allahumma Lakash-
Shukr (O Allah thankyou)!

Benefit of Hajj in economy

Haijj is not primarily intended for money but for the pleasure of Allah. But if it is done for the pleasure of
Allah, then automatically comes all other necessary and beneficial things for Muslims and for all the
mankind as well. Economy is a basic need for human. Allah has created humans with that need. When
humans give priority in worshipping Allah unselfishly, then from it comes out pure economy. Worship
of Allah is designed to free people from greed, selfishness etc in terms of wealth, finance or economy.
Local or world economy is often polluted with greed and selfishness or unfairness. Worship to Allah
removes greed and implants generosity and fairness in economy. That’s why in Islam every worship,
actions, and dealings must be done for the sake of Allah so that pollution will be replaced by fairness,
justice, equality, and rights for all as Allah has commanded.

Hajj generates a great cycle of economy. It stimulates money to be distributed all over the world.
When Muslims take initiatives for Hajj, it generates income for local Governments, Passport office,
shopping centres, transport companies, different travel agencies, different forms of organizations
involved in Hajj process, Airlines, Airports with tax provisions and so on. Everyone, every community
and every country are directly or indirectly being benefitted from the Hajj as it is the biggest yearly
world gathering. Hajj generates income for so many hundreds of thousands of families all over the
world. Hajj stimulates money to be distributed among people, without keeping the money in their bank
accounts to benefit only few people. Islam is for everyone’s benefit because Islam is from the creator
of everyone. Islam wants everyone to be better off, not just some people. The economy generated by
Hajj is the proof of that. Hajj helps to circulate the money to many levels.

Hajj also teaches the Muslim world to generate economy with Islamic principle and that principle is,
Allah’s worship in economy is the first and the money is second. That makes sure the fairness,
generosity in business, for the fear of Allah’s punishment for corruption and unfairness in wealth
distributions. Hajj does not teach Muslims to be stoic, to give up necessary wealth and comfortable
life. It only encourages Muslims to be legitimate in their income and expenditure. Sustenance for
humans is a necessity, and Allah provides the sustenance all around human to earn it, and to spend it
in the right way. Right way prevents ill-practices in economic chain and does not give too much
advantage over others. The aim for the righteous economy is to establish fair-sharing among people
for everyone’s benefits. Even in the Hajj, Allah has allowed the business if that is done fairly and in the
righteous way. Allah says in the Holy Quran:
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“Itis no sin for you to seek the bounty of your Lord (during Hajj).”
[Al-Quran 2:198]

So, Hajj generates a good economy and if Muslims are inspired by Hajj for good and righteous ways of
economy then it is best for them in this life and in next life. Allah wants the best for HIS servants in this
life and in the next life. So, any worship to Allah does not disadvantage HIS servants from looking for
the required sustenance for them. Islam never teaches one way without holistic way. Islam is a
balanced way of life which guides humans for their economic and spiritual needs. Islam never teaches
people to starve or to suffer for their spiritual needs only. That balance of needs for both life is
beautifully present in the guidance of Allah. That’s why, Hajj has benefits in the world economy to
provide comfort in living, as well as spiritual needs to receive comfort in the next life. This is a
wonderful balance in Islamic worship. All the praise to Allah for making the Hajj beneficial in all
aspects.

Benefit of Hajj in learning self-control

Self-control is a great strength in a person. It is as required in a person as a car require it. A car without
control can be dangerous. It can cause accident killing the driver or passengers. Control is necessary
to guide the car in a safe desired speed. Similarly, a person needs self-control to gain safety in his
thoughts, feelings, and actions. A mind for example, needs self-control to be safe from over thinking
or under thinking, or from wrong thinking to be saved from wrong decision. An emotion needs self-
control to be saved from overwhelming un-necessary anger, rage, jealousy, suspicion and cruelty. It
requires balance in feeling to be healthy and to bring the healthy outcome without danger. Self-control
in behaviour or actions makes a person peaceful, harmonious, and with it he/she earns respect from
others. Out of control persons are like out of controlled car that loses its direction causing havoc.

Allah created humans, and HE knows their strength and weaknesses. HE gave them guidance to learn
self-control to be balanced and to earn respects in this world and in the next life. In the Sight of Allah,
if someone has righteous personality due to self-control, is highly honourable. It tells us, how
important the self-control is that Allah wants us to acquire. Allah says in the Holy Quran:

-
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“Surely the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous among you. Allah is truly
All-Knowing, All-Aware.”
[Al-Quran 49: 13]

Now, self-controlis a very important quality in people’s life. For it, Allah has provided guidance to train
the righteous people to learn self-control. For example, fasting in the month of Ramadan is to train
self-control in believers. For greater self-control, Allah has provided Hajj for the believers. In other
words, Hajj is not only a mere journey to attain some spiritual qualities but, it has wide range or
benefits to train believers for every goodness in their lives. That is the beauty of Allah’s guidance. As
Allah is All-Knowing, HIS guidance is all-rounder in providing all sorts of benefits.

Therefore, Hajj has another great benefit and that is self-control. This self-control means controlling
one’s desires from sinful actions. How is it done? It is done through surrendering oneself to the will of
Allah and then guide oneself according to the command of Allah. That self-control makes one pious
and moral and fit to receive Allah’s forgiveness and Mercy. That self-control helps one to achieve
Paradise by the Grace of Allah Merciful. Thus, self-control has short-term and long-term benefits.
Fasting is also there as | mentioned before, for learning self-control. But Hajj is a more intensive
program for learning self-control. Pilgrims practice the self-control to subdue their desires and
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temptations by following Allah’s order for few days in Hajj. This intensive program includes self-
controlin all levels such as:

e Self-controlin mind,

e Self-controlin emotion,

e Self-controlin physical needs,
e Self-controlin earning,

e Self-controlin spending,

e Self-controlin manners,

e Self-controlin dealings,

e Self-controlin worships etc.

Hajj is designed to purify believers from sinful thoughts, emotions or physical wants. It is also a
practice of self-control in areas of giving other’s rights and maintaining money in the righteous
manner. If a Muslim can adopt all self-control that Hajj teaches, then he or she can be a true righteous
person. Allah loves those who are righteous. The righteous people are the true representatives of Allah
on the earth, and that’s why HE loves them. HE loves them because they become blessings for
themselves and for others due to their righteousness for their self-control. In other words, if any
believer wants to be loved by Allah, must try to be a righteous person with self-control. Allah says
about HIS love for the righteous in the Holy Quran:
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“Surely, Allah loves those who are Muttageen (Righteous through self-control).”
[Al-Quran 3:76]

Therefore, Muslims must learn self-control from Hajj. All the prohibition in Hajj during Ihram is for the
training of self-control. These prohibitions are for Muslim’s benefits. For example, pilgrims must
practice self-control during the Hajj in the following things:
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“If anyone undertakes that Hajj duties, should avoid all sexual actions, all sinful actions and all

sorts of quarrels.”
[Al-Quran 2:197]

A pilgrim must grab this self-control benefit from Hajj and must practice it in the other aspects in life
to receive more benefits and rewards from Allah.

Benefit of humility in Hajj

Humility is a virtue, and everyone knows it. But in Islamic Faith, humility is an essential quality to
receive Allah’s Paradise. It is such a quality that believers must have in their mind, heart, manner,
worship, and human communications. In a word, a servant of Allah must be humble. Allah says in the
Holy Quran:
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“The "true’ servants of the Most Compassionate are those who walk on the earth humbly.”
[Al-Quran 25:63]

Even in the 5 times Salah (Prayers), if the servant is humble enough, will receive great success. That is
Allah’s promise:
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“Successful indeed are the believers: those who humble themselves in prayer.”
[Al-Quran 23:1-2]

Therefore, humility in Islam is not only a necessity to be a good person in this life, but it is an essential
quality to receive Allah’s Mercy. Due to the humility, a servant of Allah surrenders completely to the
Will of Allah. Humility to Allah and to Allah’s creation is very important, and it must be learned. Allah
has provided different programs to learn that humility and Hajj is one of them. Muslims come to Hajj
from all sorts of professions. Some are very rich, some are with very high status, some are from
wealthy country, and some are from less wealthy country. But in Hajj gathering not one of them comes
to display the following:

e Hisorher profession,

e Hisor hertitle,

e His or her country flag,

e His or her amount of money,
e Hisorhervanity,

e His or her family status,

e Hisorherpower,

e Hisorher pride etc.

Instead, all of them come to display the following:

e Wear simple clothes,

e Do notdisplay beauty,

e Do notdisplay their race,

e Do notdisplay their agreement,

e Do notdisplay their achievement in this world,
e Do not compete with ego,

e Do not put other down,

e Do not show off their highness,

e Do not show their superiority etc.

In other words, they all gather in the Hajj in a most humble manner. They all blend into one identity
and that is they are all most humble servants of Allah. Hajj teaches that humility, or Muslims must
learn that humility from the pure Hajj practice. They should wash away their vanity, ego, family pride,
pride for social status, competition with pride and so on. Because this false pride is the cause for their
unhappiness, disharmony, disunity, chaos and destruction. They should feel as a humble servant of
Allah as they perform Hajj in a humble manner. They should follow the Islamic teaching that any
achievement or lacking achievement is a test from Allah. They must focus on passing the test without
the show down of ego competition.

A person who does Hajj is called Hajji. In Hajj, a Hajji is a humble servant of Allah with uncombed hair
and smelly body. A Hajji does Hajj without pride, extravagant dress or posh transport. A Hajji washes
away all the pride in Hajj and appears as a truly humble servant of Allah. In a Hadis narrated by Ibn
Omar (May Allah be pleased with both) that a man asked holy prophet (Peace be upon him):
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“0 Messenger of Allah! Who is a Hajji?” Holy prophet (s.a.w) said: A person with (Due to lhram in
Haijj) uncombed hair and smelly body (Is a Hajji with humility).”
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[Ibn Maazah. Shorhe Sunnah]

Therefore, Hajj teaches humility to Hajjies. Humility is a part of Imaan. Arrogance and vanity deprive
people from Paradise. Allah loves humble servants. So, a Muslim Hajji must learn humility from Hajj
and maintain that humility throughout the life to receive Allah’s mercy and paradise. Therefore, Hajj
teaches a benefit (Humility) that is essential for the success in both lives.

Benefit of learning brotherhood or sisterhood through Hajj

Why do humans fight with one another? Why do they find excuses to divide themselves in the name of
race, culture, nationality and colour? Why do they not look for harmony? Why can’t they look for
common ground for peace? Before answering these questions, many people ask another question,
and that is, “Why should | bother about other human?” They do not see reasons for unity, harmony
and peace. They think that they are out there for survival and if their survival requires fighting, killing,
eliminating one another, then they need to do it. | think, before convincing people that they need
harmony, they need to know why they need harmony, and to do that they need to know who they are
and what is their identity. Islam is the guidance from Allah WHO has created humans and the
universe, and it is a complete guidance. In it, is the true answer for the question of why a human must
care for another. For the answer, let us look at a verse from the holy Quran regarding human identity:
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“0O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a female, and made you into peoples and
tribes so that you may "get to’ know one another. Surely the most noble of you in the sight of
Allah is the most righteous among you. Allah is truly All-Knowing, All-Aware.”
[Al-Quran 49:13]

In the verse above, below are a few points that need to be highlighted:
e Similar: All humans are humans without distinction.

e Same parents: All humans are from the same parents (The first man Adam and the first
woman EVE]. So, no human is alien to another. They all have same blood flowing in their
bodies.

e Same family: Because they are from the same parents, they are basically one family. Their
different land and nationality do not divide them from single family.

e Brothers and sisters: As they are all from the same parents Adam and Eve, they are human
brothers and sisters. They must treat one another with care because it is their duty to look
after as brother and sister.

o Competition in best treatment: The creator has created them to compete with one another
with best treatment, with love and care, with kindness and compassion to be rewarded by
GOD. If they do not, then they will fail in their life test.

e Conclusion: This is the answer why a human must care for another human, because they are
bound to. It is not a choice but a compulsory duty to make the world a peaceful place and a
harmonious relationship between humans. We find that answer in Islam from the Creator.

This concept of human brothers and sisters is the solution for so many problems in this world. Now,
among most people this concept is absent. It is not taught throughout humanity, and it is not
publicized well. Humans should know this truth to feel or think that they are not to kill one another but

Page |52



to save one another. Hatred, fighting and destruction must turn into love, peace and looking after one
another due to them being the same large human family. Islamic teaching is training believers to be
like that, or to take one another as human brothers and sisters. | was taught that way, and my heart
goes out for any human who is suffering. Even though a victim is not directly related with me, but due
to the concept of human family, | cry for the victim, and | want to help if | can.

Hajj is a training for that brotherhood and sisterhood. According to Islamic teaching, humans are
human brothers and sisters, and Muslims are the brothers and sisters in faith. Muslims are like too
many beads in a garland. Holy Ka’ba is their heart, is their centre, is their point of inspiration, and is
their point of unity to obey One GOD. That unites their hearts through divine faith. That faith unites
them as one nation despite their different language, colour, race and nationality. Hajj is the practical
demonstration of that Muslim brotherhood and sisterhood, and it is a successful one because of
Allah’s guidance and Mercy in it.

Unity in Muslim is a fundamental teaching of Islam. Unity among Muslims is not a choice given by
Allah, but it is a compulsion on them. Muslims must feel united, try to be united and endeavour re-
conciliation if there is a slight sign of disunity. Allah says about Muslim unity in the Holy Quran:
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“The believers are a single brotherhood. So, make reconciliation between your two brothers: And
fear Allah, that you may receive (HIS) Mercy.”
[Al-Quran 49:10]

Hajj is a perfect example of Muslim brotherhood and sisterhood. Muslims come to Hajj from all over
the world from different backgrounds but with one identity. The identity is that they are brothers and
sisters. For that spirit, millions of Muslims get along in a second, one gives another’s right straight
away, and one feels loved by another without doubt and so on. Why does it happen like a magic? It
happens because of the spirit of Muslim brotherhood and sisterhood. Hajj reminds every year to the
millions of Muslims that they are one single family, they are Muslim brothers and sisters. This
reminder goes on and on, every year, so that Muslims do not forget. All of them try to be in Paradise.
Their motto to be a paradise family.

Therefore, Hajj is very beneficial for Muslims. It teaches them the following things:

e Thatthey must not fight,

e That they should only compete in righteousness,

e That they should not compete with enmity and hatred to become disunited,

e That Allah wants them to be united,

e That Allah made them one single family,

e So, ifthey disrespect Allah’s wish then they will receive Allah’s Wrath and Punishment.

May Allah guide world Muslims to follow that teaching to receive unlimited benefits in both lives.
Ameen!

Benefit of Hajj in defeating racism

Defeating racism! It is not as simple as it sounds. It requires a masterpiece plan because racism is
spread in all veins of every society. Some blessed people are saved from it, but the overwhelming
majority people can be dragged into it easily if they do not guard themselves. The tendency of
supremacy in different races is the main cause of racism. They dislike other races to prosper over
them, and they hate other races if they see their prosperity. Even within a same country, different
races may have clash against one another, and they may suffer from either superiority or inferiority
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complex. Between different races and nations outside a country can be more intense, and one may try
to dominate another. That domination may damage the balance in human relationship, the fair human
rights, and can create disparity between nations and races. In this world, some people are having so
many facilities, and others are deprived. Why does it happen? What justifies a race to have the super
right in food consumption than another race? What justifies a race to waste food when another race is
dying with hunger? It is racism from the feeling that my race has more rights on other races.

How can racism be defeated? How successful are the world organizations in defeating racism? How
effective measures are in place to stop fighting and killing one race to another? Despite so much
positive measures, we see on one hand, many good people are working hard to put out the fire of
racism but on the other hand, racism fire is spreading out of control. Racism is one of the reasons for
fighting and defence. If there was harmony between races, then there is no need to fight with
expensive weapons to kill people. Killing and defending at the present time, is costing nations so
much money that the world economy is suffering, the living cost is going out of people’s reach, the
nutrition that is required by our human brothers and sisters are beyond reach. How can we defeat the
racism if we do not fix our attitudes? Until we accept humanity as one large family, and unless we take
responsibility for one another, racism will never die. Therefore, to defeat the racism, we need the right
education and the right demonstration of brotherhood and sisterhood in our practical lives. Islam
provides the right education as well as the right practices through 5 times prayers in congregation and
through the largest world assembly of Hajj.

Racism is a disease that is spread all over the world. Satan instigates people to feel nasty against
another human. Racism is one of those norms to feel nasty about others. Racism is a feeling that
makes one feel his/her race is superior and another race inferior. This feeling is the root of many more
evils such as:

e Duetoracism one race dishonours another race,

e Due toracism one race gives preference to one race instead of other races,

e Duetoit, one race justifies unfair actions against another race,

e Duetoracism, one race treats another race very badly or unfairly,

e Due toracism, some racists are extremists, and they are violent to other races,
e Racismremoves love between races,

e Racismremoves respect between different races,

e Racism promotes abuse, torture, violation of human rights,

e Racism incites hatred between people and ignites fights and destructions,

e Racism destroys harmony and peace among people etc.

Islam acknowledges racism as a spiritual disease due to ignorance. Islam does not give preference to
a race over another race based on language, colour or nationality. Islam is the name of peace and
Islam teaches peace by removing the racism. Islam only encourages people to compete with
righteousness, because the more righteous they are the more peace and best treatment there will be.
For example, forgiveness is part of the righteousness. The more people will compete forgiving one
another is better for the peace and security for them. Holy Quran teaches mankind not to practice
racism with reasons. Allah says in the Holy Quran:
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“0 Mankind! WE have created you from a single (pair) of male and female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that you may know one another (Not to be racist but to complement). Surely,
the most honourable of you, in the Sight of Allah is (He who is) the most righteous of you.”
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[Al-Quran 49:13]

In this verse above, Allah has made clear that mankind is one family, originated from the same
parents. So, how can they be racist against their own blood? How can they be nasty against own
family member? People do this out of ignorance. Hajj is a demonstration to eliminate racism. Hajj
creates a platform to embrace all colours, all languages, and all nations into one and into the
submission of One Allah. What a beautiful phenomenon! What a beautiful yearly reminder! So,
Muslims should practice the anti-racism spirit, and they should spread it to all other human beings
embracing them as member of the great one human family. Muslims should learn and practice the
teaching from Hajj to treat each other with respect. That will benefit everyone.

Benefit of Hajj for resolving world Muslim’s problems

When there are problems, there must be the solution. Otherwise, human suffering will grow like wild
mushrooms. Like every other human, Muslims are humans too. They are prone to making mistakes, or
misguided temporarily by wrong notions, discourse between them, and suffering from many
problems. There are over billions of Muslims in this world. Some are in Muslim countries, and some
are as minorities in other countries. Some are individuals, or some are with communities, and some
are in Muslim counties. As humans they face a few challenges such as, their own wrong desires, or
their ignorance, or their mixing up between religion and cultures, or the Satans. Where there are
challenges, there are problems. As the world people have problems, Muslims also have problems
within.

Are problems a bad thing? Not necessarily. Allah created humans to test them through problems and
has guided them to obey HIS guidance to solve their problems. Here is the test whether they follow
Allah’s guidance in problem solving or not. Allah has placed so many lessons for Muslims in Hajj for
their problem solving. For their benefit, they need to ponder about the teachings of Hajj, they need to
remind one another to follow those teachings, and they need to practice those in their day to day lives.
Hajj offers solutions, not only for Muslim individuals but for the entire Muslim Ummabh in this world.
The question is, from a vast ocean how many Muslims are taking for solving world Muslim problems.
Are they taking few drops, or few cups, or a river size or more than that. Allah is Extremely Generous,
and HE Has prescribed Hajj with ocean like lessons for our benefits. If Muslim world takes them, then
they can inspire the rest of the humanity in problem solving.

As | mentioned before, in this world selfish desires, Satan and some wicked people are continuously
trying to divide Muslims, to create misunderstanding among Muslims, to create fighting among
Muslims. Sometimes this division is tried in the name of sects, or in the name of Agedah, or in the
name of nationality and so on. Hajj is playing a great role in minimizing the division. Hajj is helping
Satan’s plans to be weakened. Hajj is providing fuel of inspiration for Muslim unity. Hajj is encouraging
Muslims to forgive one another to reduce disunity. Hajj is uniting families and communities when they
say goodbye to their members going to Hajj and so on.

Hajj is like a sticky glue that unites millions of Muslims into the same platform singing the name of
same Allah. Hajj is that venue where Muslims do not fight with little difference rather, they unite
themselves in the main issues for example:

e They believe in one Allah and that is the main point of unity,

e They believe in next life, and that is another main point of unity,

e They believe in Holy Quran as divine guidance and that is also a main point of unity,

e They believe in Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) as their role model, which is also a main
point of unity,

e They all follow the same Ka’ba and that is also a main point of unity,

e Theypray 5times and that is also a main point of unity
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¢ And they gather for Hajj in the same place, which is another point of unity, etc.

So, Hajj teaches Muslims to focus on main issues and to find reasons to be united and not to be
disunited. If Muslim world can focus on the training of unity in main issues through the practical
lessons from Hajj, then they will progress rapidly such as:

e They canincrease co-operation between one another,

e They canincrease inter-Muslim business and progress,

e They can fight the poverty in Muslim countries together,

e They can establish Islamic banks to benefit Muslims and non-Muslims all,

e They can unitedly enjoin good and forbid evil in this earth,

e They cantogether bring lights to the poor people in this world,

e They can assist one another to righteousness and the whole world can be inspired by them,
etc.

If we think more about the benefit of Hajj, it blows our mind away finding that how many benefits Allah
has put in it for Muslims and for mankind. Allah has made the Holy House a centre of blessing and
benefits for all Muslims as well as for the entire mankind. We just need to study about those beneficial
lessons of Hajj, and we should practice them in Muslim world to solve problems to achieve benefits in
this life and in next life. Holy Quran states:
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“Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for men was that (one) at Makkah: Full of blessing,

and of guidance for all beings.”
[Al-Quran 3:96]
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Chapter 4: History of Hajj

Allah appointed the first House for Haijj

The Sacred House in Makkah was not accidental. It was according to the plan of All-Wise Allah. As HE
planned for the universe, for all the creations, for entire humankind, for this life and for the next life,
HE has planned for the Hajj as well. For the Hajj, HE planned to make a Centre in the centre of the
Earth, right below the Worship House on 7" heaven for the angels, for the gathering of believers in One
God. HE created humans for worshipping HIM, but did not force it upon them, gave them freedom of
choice, but provided everything for them as guidance. Hajj is also according to the plan of Allah for
guiding the mankind. For Hajj, and for the worship to one Allah, HE decided to build a centre in
Makkah, the centre of monotheism, for believers to worship in there, and then will spread the
message of One God all over the world.

That centre was so necessary for the purpose of spreading the message of Allah to mankind in every
corner of the earth. Allah’s plan is always perfect, and the first House of worship in Makkah has been
serving the purpose perfectly. That first house was gifted to the mankind with extra-ordinary benefits
and specialties from Allah. Holy Quran states:
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“Verily, the first House of (worship) appointed for men was that (one) at Bakkah (Makkah): Full of
blessing, and of guidance for all beings. In it are clear Signs; the station of Ibrahim; whoever
enters it attains security; Hajj is a duty that men owe to Allah-those who can afford the journey;”
[Al-Quran 3:96-97]

The special aspects about that Sacred House that were gifted by Allah have highlights in the above
verse. Such as:

> Itwas the first house of worship in this earth. No human had planned for it, nor imagined the
purpose of it. Allah knows the purpose of creating humans (To worship HIM), and HE decided
that the first house of worship would be in Makkah. The House and the venue are Allah’s
choice.

> Allah has gifted HIS blessing in that Sacred House, so that it will never have any negative
impact in humans, rather only positive impact in faith, well-being, spirituality etc in this life
and in the next life. Only Allah can bless, and Allah has blessed HIS House (Baitullah=House of
Allah). So, whoever will visit this House, worship in there, will do other duties in there will
receive extra blessing from Allah. For example, praying one Rakah Salah in Baitullah in
Makkah, the reward is multiplied by 100,000 times.

> Allah had the Sacred House as a guidance centre for the entire mankind. The guidance in
there is open for all. Allah did not limit the guidance only for a race but has given the freedom
to all humans to choose the House of Allah in Makkah for divine guidance. This Sacred House
of Allah was set up purely to practice worshipping Allah only. It is built like a heart that will
pump blood all over the body. Similarly, this centre will spread the message of worshipping
one Allah to all over the world. This is not a centre like a club, office, or game but a centre for
true Guidance to be successful in the life test. The guidance to go to Paradise is the biggest
need for humans and this Sacred House is placed to serve that biggest service.
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> Allah made this centre to be proof of truth about true faith. Mankind needs to be united in

the true faith without division, but human desires always played a role to create new faith to
disunite humanity. This centre was built by Prophet Abraham (Peace be upon him) by Allah’s
instruction, and his footprint is still there as a proof that Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was a
messenger of Allah to teach monotheism, and to build the place of worship for the
monotheists including him and his family. Allah kept the proof alive for thousands of years and
those who visit there can see that by their own eyes to be assured that they are in the right faith
with right guidance.

Another extra-ordinary aspect around this Sacred House is that Allah made its
surroundings a safe area in which harming one another, killing one another, or fighting one
another is prohibited. This area is with total safety, and in all ages including the days of
ignorance people respected that holiness around it. Outside that sacred boundary, people
used to loot, rob, fight, kill or harm but within that HARAM (Holy) area, no one dared to do
wrong thing. It is possible because the Almighty Allah has made it sacred and made human
hearts to respectit.

Finally, Allah has made Hajj gathering around that Sacred House, and HE commanded to
Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) at first to make the announcement for Hajj to the
mankind. Since then, Hajj gatherings keep going. Allah has put love in numerous hearts to love
the Sacred House, and the love to perform the Hajj. That’s why we see that millions of pilgrims
are circling around the sacred House of Allah in Hajj season, and all year around for Umrah.
The Sacred House is not unattended even for a second. That is because of Allah’s perfect
planning.

Let us address a question here. Why was the city called Bakkah? Some reasons are as below:

It is the famous name for Makkah.

In that city tyrant’s shoulders used to break and honourable people’s head used to bow down,
In this city people used to be crowded,

In this city people get mixed up even often women pray in front row and men pray in rows
behind etc. [Ibn Kasir, explanation of 3:96]

As | mentioned before, in this House, there are special signs available and one of those are Magam e
Ibrahim. Magam e Ibrahim is a Stone on which Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) stood to build the high
walls of the sacred House more than 4000 years ago. So that if anyone can see the proof that he was a
Muslim and Muslims are truly following him. Another special sign in that sacred House is, that Allah
made it secured since it was built. Allah made prohibited to shed blood in that area or to fight or to
harm one another in that respected, safe and secured area. Even in the age of ignorance, people used
to respect it as secured place. Even they did not take revenge in this place from the killer of their own
father. In this place, not only human is safe and secured, but it is made secured for others as well. For
example:

In there, hunting is not allowed,

In there, chasing the hunt is not allowed,

In there, scaring animal is not allowed,

In there, cutting trees is not allowed,

In there, cutting grass is not allowed [Ibn Kasir explanation 3:96]

People used to fight, rob, and kill outside the secured area but not inside the secured area. It is a
miracle that Allah made it sacred and people since then are keeping it sacred, secured and peaceful.
Allah reminds mankind about it in the Holy Quran:
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“Then, do they not see that WE have made a secured sacred place (at Makkah), and that men are
being snatched away from all around them?”
[Al-Quran 29:67]

Hajj needed a special sacred Place with divine security, Signs and noble purpose. Humanly no-one
can make it possible. Allah has all the power to make it happen. So, for the purpose of the noble Hajj
as a noble worship of Allah, Allah made a Sacred centre for worship and gathering. Together as the
Sacred House, and the noble action centre made Hajj a special performance. Its dignity and
popularity became the highest, and the Hajj (Or Umrah) has become the busiest holiest gatherings of
all.

Allah chose prophet Ibrahim to build that House

No human had any idea about building the Sacred House in Makkah. It was humanly impossible to
know the purpose of Almighty Allah. Allah knows everything but humans do not. Time to time, Allah
has chosen HIS Messengers, sent revelation to them to inform them about Allah’s plans, and then
commanded them to do certain things as Da’wa (Invitation to worship Allah). Therefore, the first man
Adam was a prophet, and the last messenger of Allah was Muhammad (peace be upon him). It was
Allah’s decision whom HE would honour for building the Sacred House in Makkah. HE chose HIS
messenger Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) when his (Ilbrahim) family, community and government
wanted to humiliate him for worshipping One God, and even they committed the worst cruelty by
throwing Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) in the big fire to burn him alive. Allah not only saved HIS
prophet from the fire but gave him the high honour in HIS Sight as well as the sight of mankind forever.
Allah chose prophet Ibrahim to be the builder of the first Sacred House of worship in Makkah to start
the Hajj. Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and his family made the huge contribution to build a
new city as Makkah that would be the mother of all cities (Ummul Qura). The Sacred House area never
sleeps, and it is busy with worshippers, with those who circle around it in 24 hours a day. May Allah
send peace on the family of Ibrahim (peace be upon him), and on Muhammad (peace be upon him)
and his family.

Ibrahim (peace be upon him) is a very well-known prophet of Allah in this world. Muslims, Jews and
Christians, all know him and respect him. Muslims follow him as a great role model. Ibrahim (Peace
be upon him) built the sacred House in Makkah and started the Hajj by the command of Allah.
Muslims visit the Sacred House to follow the teachings of Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and the
teachings of all other messengers of Allah. Allah chose Ibrahim (peace be upon him) to lead the
mankind in the teaching of Tawhid (monotheism). His life was extra-ordinary. In building the Holy
House and in Hajj duties, his history and his family history are vivid. We shall see that in each duty of
Hajj, all the way through the discussion of some duties in this book.

Before choosing Ibrahim, Allah tested him through so many trials. He was pushed out from his own
family in Iraq for his faith in one Allah yet went through it happily for Allah’s sake. He was thrown into
the fire in Iraq by the tyrant Government, yet it did not shake his faith in one Allah and Allah saved him.
He left his motherland and was inviting people to worship one Allah around Arab areas. Then in old
age, Allah gave him a son nhamed Ishmael and then Allah asked him to drop his wife and baby son in a
hill, in a non-populated area in Makkah without food, drink, house and security. Allah provided water,
food and drink for them miraculously. Through his family the new city was established, the mother of
all cities and that city is called Makkah.

Later, Allah asked him to sacrifice his own son for the sake of Allah, when his son was around 6-8
years old. He attempted with sincerity, but Allah saved his son from it and replaced his son by a ram.

Page |59



That’s how Allah tested Ibrahim (peace be upon him) again and again to promote and prepare him to
be the role model leader of monotheism. When he passed all the tests, Allah chose him as the leading
role model for Tawhid and to be the founder of the Holy House in Makkah for Hajj, to continue the Hajj
in all ages until the doomsday. Allah reveals it in the Holy Quran:
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“And (remember) when, Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with Certain Commands; those he fulfilled.
HE (his Lord) said: | will make you an Imam (guide or example) to the nations.”
[Al-Quran 2:124]

Allah chose Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and his older son Ismael (peace be upon him) to be the
honourable founders of the Historical House of Allah in Makkah, around which millions of Muslims
gather for Hajj every year. Allah reveals it in the Holy Quran:
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“And (remember) when Ibrahim and Ismael raised the foundation of the House----.”
[Al-Quran 2:127]

Allah saved one of the founders with HIS Divine power

When human power ends, they cry to Allah for HIS Power. Allah’s power has no end and no limit, but
human power has end and limit. The way Allah can save, no human can do it. Allah controls the
heavens and the earth, and every creation is HIS servants, and they obey HIM willingly or unwillingly.
So, if HE commands for something, it happens. For humans that sort of happening is beyond their
capacity, and we call it miraculous. The story of Allah’s messenger is to give lessons to the mankind.
The challenges Allah’s messengers go through in life is to teach the power of Allah, and how Allah is
the ultimate guardian of humans, and why humans must surrender their wills to Allah for their
ultimate salvation, peace, safety, and comfort.

Allah chose two founders for building the Holy House in Makkah. One was Ibrahim (Peace be upon
him), and another was his beloved son Ismail (peace be upon him). Ismael was young when he helped
his father build the Sacred house, and he received prophethood later. He was also commanded by
Allah to take care of Allah’s House during his lifetime, and he did. When Ismael was a baby, his mother
and him went through a special test. His dear father was also tested by Allah to leave baby Ismael and
his Hon Mother Hajjera (Peace be upon her) in the desert without food, water, companions etc. Baby
Ismael was struggling without water, and his mother was struggling to find water. In that extra-ordinary
situation, when there was no help available from any human, Allah Almighty saved baby Ismael with
HIS Divine power, so that baby Ismael would grow up as a young man to help his dear father to build
the Sacred House of Allah. Everything was going ahead according to Allah’s plan, but with trials and
tribulations and with solutions Allah has provided lessons for the mankind.

The story is, Hon lbrahim (Peace be upon him) brought out his wife Hazera and baby son Ismael
according to Allah’s order to a hill, where Baitullah (House of Allah) was built later. It was desert land,
no people used to live there. The hill was of Jungle. Ibrahim (peace be upon him) left his wife and baby
with a few dates and a little water. Wife Hazera asked him when she saw him going, “O Allah’s friend!
Where are you going, leaving us in scary desert area, where we have no friends or companions?”
Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) did not answer. Then again Hon Hazera asked: “O beloved one of Allah!
With whose protection are you leaving us here?” Ibrahim (peace be upon him) then answered: “With
the protection of Allah.” Then Hon Hazera asked: “O friend of Allah! Is it an order on you from Allah?”
Then Ibrahim (peace be upon him) said: “Yes! It is an order on me from Allah.” Hearing the answer

Page | 60



Hon Hazera said: “Ok then! You go! Allah will never destroy us. We rely on HIM and HE is our source of
protection.” Hon Hazera sat alone holding her beloved baby. [Tafsir Ibn Kasir explanation of 2:127]

After going out of the sight of Hon Hazera, Ibrahim (peace be upon him) made supplication to Allah for
food and drink for his family. Then he left them with Allah’s care. Few dates and water finished soon.
She was too hungry and thirsty, but her baby Ismael was in serious condition without water or milk.
She began to search for water desperately. She climbed mount Safa then mount Marwa looking for
water without giving up. During her running for searching water, she was making Dua to Allah for
saving them from the danger. Then she heard a sound from Angel Gabriel (peace be upon him) beside
where the Zamzam well situated. Angel asked her: Who are you? She answered: | am Hazera, Mother
of Ibrahim’s son Ismael. Angel asked again: With whom Ibrahim (peace be upon him) left you in this
un-inhabited Jungle? She said: With Allah. Angel said: In that case, Allah is enough. Then Hon Hazera
(peace be upon her) said: O unseen person! | have heard your sound, but will it help me anyway?

Angel Jibrael rubbed the land with his heel and soon came out water like a spring. Hon Hazera filled up
her water container quickly. She then quickly made soil wall around the water to make sure water did
not run like a river. She made it like a well. That well is the Zamzam well. Millions of pilgrims drink the
blessed water from that well every year. Holy prophet (peace be upon him) said:

May Allah be kind on Ismael’s mother! If she did not put wall around, then the spring could have
turn into ariver. [Tafsir Ibn Kasir, explanation of 2:127]

Then she drank from it and made her baby Ismael drink from that as well. Then she milked her baby as
well. Angel also told her: ‘You be sure! Allah will not destroy you! Allah will appoint this baby and his
father to build a sacred House here.’ [Tafsir Ibn Kasir, explanation of 2:127]

This is the brief story of how miraculously Allah provided water for Ibrahim’s family in a place, where
there was no sign of water and if Allah did not save them, no one could save them. Allah saved them to
build a history for the mankind to learn lessons from it.

Allah guided how to build the house

Baitullah means Allah’s House. The first House in Makkah was built for the special purpose. It was
built to last forever without changing the site or location. Due to the changes in time, the House was
not going to be shifted. The Sacred House had other aspects with it as well such as safety and
blessings of Allah. It required certainty, exactness, regulations around it to serve the purpose of Allah
in all ages. It had the certain target and purpose to suit the original plan of Allah All-Wise. That’s why,
Allah did not leave the Sacred House building in the hands of people, but HE guided them all the way
through. Allah revealed to his Messenger Ibrahim (peace be upon him) about what to do, when to do,
and how to do. When Allah directly guides for HIS Sacred House, imagine how HE blesses in it. HIS full
blessing in that Sacred House has made it a powerful magnet of winning hearts and guiding hearts
with illuminated light from HIM. That’s why, whoever goes there, finds peace in their heart.

Let us go through, in this short section about the story of Allah’s guidance to HIS prophet Ibrahim how
to build the Sacred House. Ibrahim (peace be upon him) came from Syria to join his son Ismael in
Makkah.

Father said to his son: “O Ismael! There is an order on me from Allah.”

Ismael said: “Perform that order that you are commanded by Allah, my Dad!”
Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) said: “But you have to be with me in it my son!”

The son said: “Labbaik O Father!”

Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) said: “In this place we have to build a House of Allah.”
The son said: “Very well O father!” [Tafsir Ibn Kasir, explanation of 2:127]
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In the conversation above, between the father and son, we find a few excellent manners. It is good to
highlight them for our inspiration. They are as following;:

» Prophet Ibrahim did not do anything from his own, but he was doing things according to Allah’s
commands. HIS loyalty to Allah is an inspiration, and all believers should obey Allah.

» Both Father and Son were obedient servants to Allah. They had no questions or hesitations in
obeying Allah’s commands. That is called completely surrendered Muslims, and all Muslims
must be like them obedient to Allah’s commands in everything in life.

» Father did not force the idea to his son. That is another inspiration that instead of forcing, there
should be practice of mutual consultation. Father consulted with his son, and the son
responded to it positively. So, even though it is Allah’s order, we should consult with our family
or friends and do the action together as it is OUR combined duty. That etiquette unites our
hearts in a positive way.

» The polite words from the father and son are heart touching. They were doing their duties
ordained by Allah with love between them. Lovely father was inspirational for his excellent
etiquette and the son had admirable manner towards his dear father with love and respect.
That is how a believer’s manner should be. Allah is most gentle, and HE loves gentleness in our
manner.

So, Allah guided HIS messenger in miraculous ways in building the Holy House. For example:

> Boundary of the house: Allah sent cloud over Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and a sound
instructed him saying:

“0 Ibrahim! As much the shade of the cloud is spread, that much land you take for the
boundary of the Holy House.” [Tafsir Ibn Kasir, explanation of 2:127]

> The black Stone in the corner: Son Ismael went to look for a good Stone as his father
instructed him. He brought a good Stone, but he found that his father already placed a Stone in
there. The son asked:

‘Father! Who brought this Stone?’ Ibrahim (peace be upon him) said: Angel Jibrael (peace
be upon him) has brought it from the heaven as Allah ordered him.’ [Tafsir Ibn Kasir,
explanation of 2:127]

So, the House was built according to Allah’s plan. Allah guided his messenger Ibrahim (peace be upon
him) to do the job. Everything went by Allah’s plan. Allah wanted it so that Hajj would begin for the
world Muslims. So that place would be full of benefits and virtues. Therefore, it makes a very
important issue clear, and that issue is: Holy Ka’ba or Hajj was not an invention of any human. Makkah
was not a discovery by men like many cities or countries. Makkah, Holy House and Hajj all were
Allah’s special plan and Allah guided HIS messenger all the way through. Therefore, the whole process
was divine, holy and a materialization of Allah’s order. That’s why the Holy Ka’ba and Hajj has been
maintained as Holy for the blessings of Allah Almighty.

Supplications of Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him)

Supplications to Allah is a necessity for humans. The main reason for it is that humans need help, and
Allah has Power to give. Humans are made with limitations, and Allah has the power to fulfil their
limitations. So, this seeking help from Allah and receiving help from Allah is an essential part of
human life. Allah sends holy prophets to bring this issue out, to highlight it to their community that
they should accept Allah as their provider, and they should obey Allah for their success, and they
should seek Allah’s help for guidance as well as for all other needs. Often, people are misguided
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about unseen Allah, and they turn to other false gods for help instead of asking Allah for help. Holy
messengers of Allah teach people to seek help from the true GOD Allah. In the Quranic stories about
the messengers of Allah, their supplication to Allah is a permanent feature to lessons. The same with
Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) that he made supplication to Allah, and Allah has accepted his
supplications. His acceptance of supplications is a true manifestation that Allah is the true grantor of
supplications (Dua), and humans should make dua only to Allah as HE is the Only True GOD with full
capacity to fulfil any need of HIS creations. In this chapter, we shall look at some supplications that
Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) made to Allah, and how Allah accepted his supplications and
has provided what Ibrahim asked in his dua. These supplications and acceptance are recorded in the
True Quranic stories for the guidance of mankind. Let us look at few examples.

Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) was a messenger of Allah. He supplicated before and during building the
Holy House and Allah accepted his supplications. Let us see a few supplications from him that has
been quoted in the Holy Quran.

Supplication for food, drink and company:

He left his wife and baby son alone in the Jungle surrounded by desert land where no food or drink was
available. He prayed to Allah as following:
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“0O our Lord! | have made some of my children to live in the valley without (any) cultivation, to be
near YOUR sacred House (Ka’ba); so that, our Lord, they may establish regular Prayer: So, fill the
hearts of some from among men with love towards them, and feed them with fruits: so that they
may offer thanks (to YOU).”
[Al-Quran 14:37]
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Due to his supplication, the immediate provision was Zamzam water. Then Allah brought some
families from Yemen to live with his family as a community. Those families were businesspeople.
Allah provided for them good sustenance. Meat from hunting, fruits from trade, water from Zamzam
well etc. For his supplication and acceptance by Allah, still now, the Stoney Makkah city is full of
sustenance with good economy. Allah is the provider of sustenance, and we should ask HIM to grant
us the best provisions as prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon his) did.

Supplication for his family:

When he was putting foundation of Holy House in Makkah with his son, he supplicated for him and for
his family to be good Muslims. Allah accepted that supplication as well. His son Ismael was chosen as
messenger of Allah by Allah. The supplication is as following in the Holy Quran:
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“And (remember) when Ibrahim and Ismael raised the foundation of the House (with this prayer):
‘Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us; Truly, YOU are the All Hearing, the All Knowing.’ “Our
Lord! Make of us Muslims, bowing to YOUR (will); And of our children a Muslim people, bowing to
YOUR (will);”

[Al-Quran 2:127-128]

Allah accepted his supplications. His older son Ismael (peace be upon him) was made a prophet, his
younger son Ishaq (Isaak) was made a prophet, his grandson Yaqoub (Jacob) was made a prophet, his
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great grandson Yusuf (Joseph) was made a prophet and that tradition continued until the last prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) was from the progeny of prophet Ismael (Peace be upon him).

Supplication for the last prophet:

When he was building the Holy House with his son Ismael, he prayed for particularly a prophet from
that city, from that community, in their language, to come and complete his mission, his da’wa for
Islam, and to worship Allah alone without joining partners to HIM. That specific prayer also came true.
Allah made his older son Ismael (peace be upon him) a prophet and from the family of Ismael (peace
be upon him), Allah sent Muhammad (peace be upon him) as a messenger from his progeny, from
Makkah city with the language of people in Makkah. The supplication is quoted in the Holy Quran:
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“Our Lord! Send among them a messenger of their own, who shall rehearse YOUR Signs to them
and instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom, (cleanse) and provide relief for them; Truly, For YOU
are the Almighty, the All Wise.”

[Al-Quran 2:129]

Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “lI am the result of the supplication of my father (spiritual
role model of Tawhid-Monotheism) Ibrahim (peace be upon him), the good news given by Hon Isa
(Jesus. peace be upon him), and the true dream of my mother.” [Cited in Tafsir ibn Kasir, explanation
of 2:129]

Supplication for making the city safe and secured:

He prayed to Allah to make the city as “baladan aamenah” a city with peace and security. Allah
accepted his supplication and made the city peaceful and secured. Allah made an area which include
Holy House and some surrounding as “Harem” secured. In this area killing, blood shedding, robbing,
fighting etc are not allowed. Even in the age of ignorance people used to respect the harem and
everyone used to enjoy peace and security in that area. Even now, the one enters the harem area is
safe. The supplication was as following:
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“And (remember) Ibrahim said: ‘O my Lord! Make this city (Makkah), one with Peace and
security.”
[Al-Quran 14:35]

Supplication to be saved from idol worshipping:

In the same supplication as above for safety, Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) included supplication for
saving him and his children from idol worshipping. He was against idol worshipping all along in his life.
He experienced how people in his birthplace, Idol worshipping has misguided the nation including his
dear father and other family members. With this supplication, the lesson is that righteous Muslims
must make supplication to Allah for the guidance of their family members along with their efforts to
educate their children. Because without Allah’s help, no efforts can be successful. The supplication
was as below, quoted in the Holy Quran:
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“And Ibrahim said: ‘O my Lord! Make this city, one with Peace and Security; and save me and my
sons from praying to ldols. O my Lord! They (Idols) have truly led many among mankind astray:”
[Al-Quran: 14:35-36]

Allah accepted this dua too. Allah made his children prophets who would teach mankind that idol
worshipping was wrong. May Allah bless on Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and his progeny, Ameen!

Dua for the Hajj duties

Dua is the beautiful thing for communication between Allah and HIS servants. Allah loves Dua from
HIS Servants and HE loves to grant Dua. If HIS servants do not make dua to HIM HE dislikes. Dua for
everything is the teaching of Islam. What does it demonstrate? It demonstrates that we are seeking
Allah’s guidance, and blessings in everything. It is a Sign of total submission to Allah. Dua teaches us
that we must always depend on Allah’s guidance and help. It also teaches us that receiving Allah’s
guidance through dua brings success and saves us from the failure. Allah’s messengers are examples
of making dua to Allah for everything. Even though they knew that Allah was going to guide them, yet
they made dua for it. It is an excellent etiquette every Muslim must have.

Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) was also a perfect example of making dua. He prayed to Allah,
and Allah has mentioned some of the examples of Ibrahim’s (Peace be upon him) dua in the Holy
Quran for the lessons for mankind. Dua also represents the love between the servant and the Lord.
Servant loves to keep asking for things, and the Lord loves to respond with love. In this life, even the
loving parents get annoyed sometimes if their children ask for too many things from them. They get
annoyed for their limitation in giving but Allah loves giving. Allah doesn’t have any limitation, and Allah
has more love for HIS Servants. Allah loves to give every good thing for HIS creations. So, in the life of
Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) we see more and more dua to Allah, and here we are discussing
about his dua to Allah for the guidance about the Hajj that should be performed. He wanted to learn
how exactly Allah loves the Hajj to be done. Hajj is for Allah, and for Allah’s pleasure, and it is ALLAH
Who could guide the way as HE liked.

So, the foundation was placed, and the wall had been built to make the Holy House. Ibrahim (Peace
be upon him) and his son (Ismail), both were making supplication to Allah. What a style! What an
etiquette! No other way of celebrating, no other way of enjoyment for the great accomplishment, but
to pray to Allah to accept their deed and to grant more righteous things for attaining everlasting
happiness in Paradise! They were doing their jobs when they were making their supplications. They did
not just sit down doing nothing and asking Allah to get things done through angels, but they showed
the proper etiquettes of dua, and that is, “Work hard along with dua.” The best dua is making effort
and asking for Allah’s help and guidance. Holy Quran describes their dua about the guidance of how
Hajj duties should be performed:
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“(Our Lord!) And show us our places for the celebration of (due) rights (of Hajj) and turn to us (in
Mercy); Verily, YOU are the One WHO Accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.”
[Al-Quran 2:128]

In the dua, we notice some extra requests. This is another etiquette in Dua to Allah. Let me highlight a
few of them for our reminder:

1. Main request: Notice the main request, and that is very precise and to the point. Allah loves
straightforwardness from HIS beloved servants. The straightforward request from Ibrahim
(Peace be upon him) was in simple term, “(Our Lord) Show us How to Do the Hajj.”
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2. Asking for Allah’s Mercy: This is additional. Allah loves to give more so why not ask for more.
Asking for more to a Loving, Merciful Allah is a good etiquette. Therefore, in dua why should the
seeker stop without asking for more? Again, it is good habit to ask Allah to grant more, and it is
also good as communication with loving Allah from the loving servants. So, Ibrahim (peace be
upon him) added the request to Allah and asked for HIS Mercy.

3. Praising for Allah’s qualities: It is another etiquette that Islam teaches that when you ask
something from someone, appreciate their generosity with their true qualities. Allah has
complete qualities in HIM, and for HIS qualities HE does everything for HIS servants. For
example, HE loves to forgive those who ask for it, and HE does forgive due to HIS Compassion
and Love for HIS servants. Ibrahim (peace be upon him) did not forget to celebrate the praises
of Allah with HIS True qualities. On one hand, it is a best etiquette from Allah’s servant, and on
the other hand, Allah loves that HIS servants appreciate Allah’s qualities.

Tafsir Ibn Kasir includes the following facts in the explanation of 2:128:

Ibrahim (peace be upon him) prayed o Allah to teach him the duties of Hajj. After completion of
the building Ka’ba, Angel Jibrael came and took lbrahim (peace be upon him) to Safa and
Marwa mountains and said to him: “These are Allah’s Signs.”

Then angel took him towards the place called Mina. There was Satan standing beside a tree in
the place called U’gbah. Angel asked him to throw a pebble on Satan saying “Allahu Akbar”.
Satan then ran away from that place and stood beside Jamra-e-U’gbah. In there he also threw
a pebble on Satan. This series of throwing pebbles on Satan made Satan hopeless. In another
narration, he threw pebbles on Satan 3 times. Satan wanted to do a few confusing things in the
process of Hajj duties, but he failed totally.

From there, angel Jibrael took him to a place called “Mash-aril-haram”. Then took him to the
field of A’rafah. (Jibrael showed him how to perform Hajj duties) and asked Ibrahim (peace be
upon him) 3 times, “Tell me, have you understood?” he said: “Yes! I did.”

To conclude, we find two main aspects above. One aspect is the Dua from lbrahim (Peace be upon
him) for showing the Hajj duties, and another one is the exactness in Hajj duties guided by Allah. It
confirms that Hajj duties are not designed by any human, but it is showed by Allah. Another point is
that Satan could not create any confusion in the Hajj process. He tried but ended up with bitter failure.
Allah protected the Hajj duties from the Satanic confusion. Allah made Satan a total failure and gave
total success to the Pilgrims from HIS own Mercy according to the dua of Ibrahim (Peace be upon
him). The beautiful aspect in Prophet Ibrahim’s (Peace be upon him) takes my heart away, and that is
he prayed to be showed practically. What a well guided brilliant way of asking! He did not pray to send
the theoretical instructions to him about how to perform Hajj, nor he asked for a speech, but he asked
for showing how the Hajj to be performed practically. Practical demonstrations made it easier. When
people can see what to do and how to do, they find it easier to follow. May Allah bless prophet Ibrahim
(peace be upon him) for his sincere work for us, Ameen!

Prayer for the attracting the hearts

When does a servant of Allah pray to Allah? Or why is there an option for prayer? The main reason is
that the servant asks Allah to help because he can’t himself. People pray for the following reasons:

e Theyadmit that they have limitations,

e They accept the fact that they must depend on the higher authority,

e They surrender their ego or arrogance to the higher authority, and lower themselves to beg,

e They believe that the higher authority has power to help them or to provide them with what
they need,
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e They believe that the higher authority listens to their prayer, and answers their prayer, and can
fulfil their needs etc.

Praying to Allah comes with the beliefs above. We believe that Allah is the most powerful Lord, HE
listens to the dua, and HE rescues HIS servants from hardship, and HE has All-Power to provide all the
support to HIS servants. Believers always ask Allah for things that they cannot help themselves or
anyone else cannot help them. For example, can anyone have power to persuade another heart
towards him? We do not have any power over other people’s hearts to attack them towards certain
things. Only Allah has the power to change people’s hearts. Holy prophet (Peace be upon him) used to
say in his dua, “YA MUQALLIBAL QULUB... (O (Allah, the) Controller of the hearts!)” Ibrahim (peace
be upon him) had done what he could do physically such as building the wall of the Sacred house, and
learnt the duties of Hajj, but could he receive Allah’s acceptance, or Allah’s Mercy without the dua to
Allah? Again, after building the Sacred House, did he have power to persuade people’s hearts towards
the HOUSE OF ALLAH for Hajj? No, he did not have that power. That’s why, he had to turn to Allah
Almighty through Dua to attract people’s hearts towards the Sacred House, and the Hajj. He made his
dua, and Allah accepted his dua, and placed love in the hearts of the people. That’s why, millions of
pilgrims want to go to Hajj because their hearts are filled with the love for it.

Then, Ibrahim (peace be upon him) built the centre of Monotheism, learnt how to do Hajj from Angel
Jibrael (peace be upon him). Again, that history is very valuable. Why? Because that history proves that
Hajj was not a human invention. In this world there are many types of gatherings that came from
human ideas. But Hajj gathering is different. Hajj is Allah’s idea. Hajj is Allah’s creation. Allah taught
HIS messenger Ibrahim (peace be upon him) through HIS Honourable angel Jibrael. So, every duty that
is performed in Hajj has been ordered by Allah Almighty. Therefore, in Hajj duties there are so many
blessings from Allah. Why that wouldn’t be? Hajj actions are Allah’s choice, Allah loves it and that’s
why Allah rewards very highly for it. Alhamdulillah!

Look at again! Allah then inspired HIS messenger to supplicate the proper supplication. The
supplication that was necessary. The supplication was quoted in the Holy Quran:
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“(Our Lord!) Fill the hearts from some from among men with love towards them.”
[Al-Quran 14:37]

Why this supplication was necessary? It was necessary because Ibrahim (peace be upon him) as a
human had no power to attract men with love to come and perform Hajj duties. Only Allah has the
power to change people’s hearts. Only Allah has the power to send love into the hearts to be attracted
to Hajj. That’s why it was necessary for Ibrahim (peace be upon him) to supplicate to Allah, to the
controller of hearts to put love in people’s hearts for Hajj. That way, mankind also could learn the fact
that it is ALLAH WHO is the controller of hearts. Allah accepted that supplication and that’s why all
these times people came to Hajj running. It is as if some very super powerful magnet is pulling their
hearts towards the Hajj despite difficulties. Look at these days, how many millions of people want to
go for Hajj, but the authority must control the number for safety. The place would not have been that
busy if it was not Allah’s work. Allahu Akbar!

Notice again, in his dua, Ibrahim (peace be upon him) kept it specific. He did not make dua for general
mankind, but he prayed, “Some of from among men”. With that he specified the group of men who
will be voluntary submitting to Allah as Muslims and there won’t be compulsion on anyone. That’s why
Muslim’s hearts are connected to the Ka’ba. Every day for their prayer they face the Ka’ba from all over
the world. For that supplication, a true Muslim loves Holy Ka’ba and loves to do Hajj even though he
or she cannot afford. The attraction in the heart is always present for every true Muslim. Due to Allah’s
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will, Hajj is a very busy celebration. This celebration includes all the Muslims in this world directly or
indirectly in the Hajj season.

Job to look after the Sacred House

The Holy House was built and the invitation for Hajj was made. People started visiting the House of
Allah. Allah made Ibrahim and Ismael (peace be on them) responsible to take care of the House in
their times. That House needed managing in two main aspects:

1. Keeping it clean from wrong faith: Holy Ka’ba was built with a specific purpose. The main
purpose was to teach, practice and invite for the worship to One Allah. So, Ibrahim and Ismael
(peace be on them) were responsible to make sure that the Holy House was free from idol
worshipping, free from sinful activities, and free from any disbelief etc. Their duty was to
maintain the Holy Place according to the guidance of Allah. This is the same purpose in
managing any Mosque in this world. The Mosque is the place to worship Allah, not to worship
one’s desires, name or fame, nor to worship any culture or anything else. Mosque must be
maintained as it is prescribed by Allah and showed practically by Allah’s messenger (Peace be
upon him).

2. Keeping it clean from dirt: The other aspect is to keep Holy Ka’ba clean and pure from
impurities, dirt, smell etc. When many people visit it, pray in there, make Tawaf (circling)
around it, do I'teqaf in the Masjid ul Haram, obviously it requires cleaning, and tidiness etc.
This is the same rule for any Mosque in the world. It needs cleaning. Allah is clean, angels are
clean, and Allah’s servants need cleaning for attending in prayer to Allah. So, Muslims must
keep the place of worship very clean.

So, being caretakers of Holy Ka’ba they were responsible for both spiritual and physical cleansing. We
find their responsibility is mentioned in the Holy Quran:
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“And (remember) when WE made the House (Ka’ba) a place of assembly for men and a place of
safety; and you take the House of Ibrahim as a place of prayer; And WE took the promise from
Ibrahim and Ismael, that they should cleanse (and purify) MY House for those who circle around

it, or use it as a retreat, or bow, or prostrate themselves (in there in prayer.)”
[Al-Quran 2:125]

From this story, we also learn that looking after Allah’s House is an honourable job in the Sight of
Allah. That’s why Allah made HIS Holy Messengers responsible to do that job. Therefore, keeping
Masjid clean and looking after it, is a very rewarding job indeed!

Why is managing the Sacred Masjid an honourable job? And why did Allah make that job for HIS
Honourable messengers? The answer is simple. Allah made HIS messengers the Imam (Role models)
for the mankind. They are assigned to do the role modelling with teachings, talks, manners, characters
and actions. Allah has chosen HIS Messengers to look after the Masjid as a House of Allah (Baitullah),
so that their followers will see, hear, read and learn about it in the later generations to follow it.
Another lesson is that Holy Messengers set the examples that only offering advice is not enough, but
the adviser himself/herself must practice it. For example, Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) could advise
to look after the Masjid, but he advised and did it to show that believers must advise and act according
to the advice.
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Why did Allah mention prophet’s Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) dua, his actions, and the outcome of
many dua in the Holy Quran? The answer is to preserve the true history. Allah knows that over time,
people may turn and twist the facts and can change the true history to borrow misguidance. Allah
made Islam the final religion with Muhammad (peace be upon him) as the final messenger. So, Allah
decided to preserve the true history through Quran stories of earlier prophets, their faith, practices,
and invitations to make the lesson permanent that all messengers served one Allah and invited
humanity to serve one Allah.

Gradual loss of true duties in Hajj

If we study the history in general, we find that humanity gradually changed their practices from original
to new. Why does it happen? It happens mainly for two reasons. One reason is that people start
forgetting the original practice as time goes by. Life is so busy, and people become busy with their life
affairs, and most of them lose the original information about a thing. As time passes, some original
past becomes isolated in the book, or in the library with old books, or in the history book. The history
book often is not 100% accurate because the information is collected later, and the describers might
have forgotten the exact truth, or the historian may be biased.

Another reason is that people tend to be innovative. They want to innovate new things by adding bit by
bit with the original teachings to feed their ego, desires, power, position, culture and traditions. Those
innovations become prominent and becomes part of faith wrongly. That innovation corrupts the
originality and purity of the teaching. Regarding Hajj, because it is from Allah, and whatever comes
from Allah comes with accuracy that lasts forever, did not need to be added with innovations to
corrupt it. But without Allah’s permission, it was people, who brought innovations in Hajj to change
the original teaching of Hajj gradually.

Why in the history did some teachings change gradually? The answer is as following:

e Allah did not decide to preserve it. That allowed the room for misunderstanding, confusion,
debate, and desire for new normal etc.

e Allah did not decide to save HIS Message from previous prophet from the Satan’s conspiracy.
That allowed room for differences in opinions, and differences in teachings to divide people
from the main purpose of life.

e There were no human strict efforts to save the original teachings of prophets. The time went by
and changes occurred because the teaching was collected hundreds of years after the
prophets left.

e The message was for a certain community by a certain messenger, and it was not a universal
summary of all teachings to suit all needs for human guidance. So, when the messenger left,
the teachings left as well.

e Allah tested people. HE gave them guidance and granted them freedom to choose original or
innovations. That way some failed in the test, and some won.

e The same thing happens with the Hajj teaching of prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him). It was
not preserved fully, and people after him brought their own ideas, desires, cultures etc to
innovate things. People polluted the pure Hajj gradually.

To rescue that purity and originality, Allah sent the last messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him) in
Makkah and decided to protect the religion from innovation and corruption such as in Hajj, and made
the teaching a universal summary of all prophets’ true teachings for the mankind. That’s why, the
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teaching of the Last Messenger can never be polluted because Allah took responsibility to protect it
from being poisoned.

After Hon lbrahim (peace be upon him), Allah made his older son Ismael (peace be upon him) a
prophet too and made him in charge for Hajj too. Hon Ismael (peace be upon him) was performing the
Hajj duties in the proper way as his father did. Then he taught his progeny to follow the right Hajj
duties. But after his time, (Allah knows exactly how long after) people were misguided by Satan
through innovation. Gradually they changed the pure form of Hajj duties, and they added new things to
corrupt the Hajj method. Some of the new things they invented are mentioned below:

Polytheism: They borrowed polytheism from other nations. They began idol worshipping
instead of worshipping one Allah. Allah established a Sacred Masjid by their predecessor to
worship Allah only in there, but they changed that main teaching misusing their power and
positions. It was not only a disrespect to their previous generation, but it was a defiance to
Allah. Besides, it was a blasphemy against Allah because Allah never had any children, father
or helper as He is the True GOD, but based on their presumption they invented lie against Allah
placing idol in the Hajj area to teach people that Allah has partners.

Idol worshipping: They made huge number of idols namely Lat, Manat, Hubal, Yagus, Ujja,
Asaf, and Naila and so on. They were worshipping those idols. They placed many idols in and
around the Holy House for worshipping them. That was their invention without any evidence or
proof from Allah Almighty. Ibrahim and Ismael (Peace be upon him) did not teach them to
worship idol. Rather Ibrahim (peace be upon him) went through so many trials to prove that he
worshipped one Allah Who is the True GOD, and that he was never an idol worshipper.

Worshipping heavenly bodies: They began worshipping the Moon, stars etc. Anything that
they saw had some power, they surrendered their heads to it. For example, the Sun has the
power of excruciating heat. So, they imagined the Sun as a mini god, and they began
worshipping the Sun without getting any benefits. Did they follow any reasons? No, they did
not. Their power and ego drove them to do whatever they wanted to do.

Worshipping dead: They used to worship Ghost, Spirit, and dead souls of previous people etc.
Again, that was from wrong faith. Instead of believing Allah as Almighty, provider and
protector, they surrendered their high heads to weak dead, those who have no power even to
save themselves.

Worshipping Stones: If they did not find any idol of their own tribe then they used to worship
coloured Stones while on journey. What can a Stone do? They realized Stone is hard and can
be used as a weapon. So, they took the Stones as their gods too. They lost one True GOD to
find many false gods.

Worshipping handmade idols: If they did not find Stone, then they used to make idol out of
soil and water mixture and they used to sprinkle milk on it. Then they used to worship that
handmade idol. Ignorance and father’s wrong traditions blinded them, and Satan made those
wrong worships nice to them.

Worshipping their priests: They made their priest like gods and used to follow whatever their
priests advised them. It became a business for the priests. Ignorance made them blind
followers which is dangerous. Would you take a dangerous guide in your tour?

Worshipping ego: They used to organize fairs once a year in Makkah. In the fair they used to
read poems praising the glory of their tribe, men to boast their ego and status all over the
Arabs and nearby areas. They also used to slaughter camels after camel to compete between
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tribes to spread their names all over. Their Hajj duty was full of self-praises instead of praising
Allah.

Worshipping cultures: They used to organise dance, music, indecent activities with drinking,
adultery and so on. Culture was their most beloved activities without even questioning
whether those activities were right, beneficial or reasonable? Many people even today, love
their culture more than they love Allah. So, they obstinately follow their father’s traditions, and
if anyone wants to advise them about it, they become angry and defensive.

Worshipping naked: They used to circle around the Holy Ka’ba naked and used to say that
they wanted to meet Allah in the state of nakedness as they were given birth by their mothers
etc. They knew that it was not the teaching of Prophet Ibrahim and Ismael (Peace be upon
them), but it was their innovation.

Clapping, whistling during Tawaf: They used to clap and whistle during Tawaf. They invented
that to make it a fun. They mixed up their singing, dancing, clapping in their cultural functions
with the Holy Hajj. They felt like it due to their wrong mind set, whereas Ibrahim and Ismael
(Peace be upon them) never did it in the Hajj.

Wrong Talbia: In their Talbia they added lines to join their gods with Allah. They used to say, “I
am present O Allah | am present! YOU have no partners except who is your partners. YOU are
his (partner god’s) owner and the owner of his belongings.”

Wrong Sacrifice: They used to paint the blood of slaughtered animal on Ka’ba walls, and they
used to leave Qurbani meat at the Ka’ba door. They used to believe that, that blood and meat
of Qurbani reaches to Allah.

They used to change honourable months: 4 months in a year were honourable months in
which fighting was prohibited. But they used to shift those months around according to their
suitability.

Begging in Hajj: They started another bad practice which was begging for Hajj or begging in
Hajj. They used to say that they were relying on Allah, yet they used to beg once they came to
Hajj.

Dumb Hajj: They invented dumb Hajj in which they were not allowed to speak.

These are some examples how they invented so many wrong practices in the duties of Hajj. They
totally changed the practice of worshipping one Allah for which it was built by their forefather Hon
Ibrahim (peace be upon him). So, gradually their ignorance reached its peak which lasted around 2000
years before the last prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) came. Then the time came for last
prophet to come because of the supplication made by Hon Ibrahim (peace be upon him). In that
supplication, he prayed to Allah to send a messenger from Makkah, with same language, to rectify the
wrong doings in and around the Holy Ka’ba. That dua was as following:
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“Our Lord! Send among them a messenger of their own, who shall rehearse YOUR Signs to them
and instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom, (cleanse) and provide relief for them; Truly, For YOU

are the Almighty, the All Wise.”
[Al-Quran 2:129]
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Finally, Allah sent HIS last prophet in Makkah with Arabic language and sent the proper teachings of
Hajj to re-establish true Hajj practice, according to Allah’s true guidance. He (peace be upon him) did
that. Allahumma Salli A’laih Muhammad, Allahumma baarik A’laih. (Oh Allah, grant peace on
Muhammad, Oh Allah grant blessings on Muhammad)

Muhammad (peace be upon him) re-established the correct Hajj

The wrong could not go on forever. Falsehood and truth always are opposite to one another. When
falsehood spreads or gets established, it takes its time as much as it can to spread and practice, but
eventually the truth wins. The truth never comes easily, but it comes through hard work, with right
education, and with dedication of many. Allah sent HIS Last Messenger to lead for the change, to re-
establish the true method of Hajj with true belief, and his dedicated companions helped him in his
mission. Their sacrifice for establishing the truth is immortal. May Allah bless them.

Falsehood and truth are like trees with roots. They grow on roots. The difference is how strong the root
is. Falsehood is like weeds. Even though they look like there are too many, and they grow quickly, but
they do not have strong roots. Strong wind or strong storm uproots them. Strong people can pull them
out. On the other hand, the truth tree has the strongest root. It is established in the land firmly, and it
can stand against challenges, bad weather, and calamities. Eventually, the truth tree survives. The
same thing happened with the corrupted Hajj. The followers of falsehood tried their best to continue
the false Hajj method, but they could not continue it forever. The change had to be done. For some
people, the rest of the believers should not be deprived from the true Hajj. Alhamdulillah! The
believers got the true Hajj method established, and no one can misguide them anymore.

After a long time with corrupted Hajj practice, the time of sending the last prophet came. Allah sent a
messenger in the progeny of Ibrahim (peace be upon him). The messenger was from the family tree of
Prophet Ismael (peace be upon him). Prophet Ismael (peace be upon him) was the older son of
prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him), who assisted his father in building the Sacred House, and he
was made a prophet as well. Who was that last Messenger of Allah? He is Muhammad (peace be upon
him. Everything happened according to Allah’s plan. Allah sent the last prophet to rectify the
wrongdoings in Hajj and to restart the Ibrahimi Hajj.

There are some similarities between Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and Muhammad (peace be
upon him). Some of those similarities are:

o Idol worshipping family/Tribe: Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was born in an idol worshipping
family and Muhammad (peace be upon him) was also born in an idol worshipping tribe. Both
were leaders in idol worshipping. They had high position in their society, and people used to
follow them as their leaders.

o Priest family: The family of Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was a priest family with high respect
and power in that society. Similarly, Muhammad (peace be upon him) was born in a priest
family as well. His family was very honourable for being the custodian of the Holy Mosque and
the Hajj. People used to look up at them, respect them, and followed them as their social and
religious guides.

e Torture from family: The family of Ibrahim (peace be upon him) abandoned him, disowned
him, threatened him, and then conspired to kill him. They assisted, advised, and motivated the
society and the Government to kill Ibrahim (peace be upon him). All they wanted was to kill
him to kill the mission of monotheism. The same way the tribe of Muhammad (peace be upon
him) gave him pain and hurt, gave him harsh and cruel non-cooperation and cooperated with
others to torture him, to torture his followers and even plotted to kill him. They imposed wars
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against him, and holy messenger with his followers had to defend themselves with their lives.
His own uncle Abu Lahab was his worst enemy.

o Peaceful revolution from within: lbrahim (peace be upon him) disagreed with idol
worshipping peacefully, kept educating them, and showed them signs, and explained to them
with logics. Muhammad (peace be upon him) took it even further. He also explained to his
people why idol worshipping was wrong. He did his work peacefully, but when they imposed
tortures, persecution and killing on the worshippers of One Allah, holy messenger of Allah was
given permission by Allah to defend. Allah helped him and his followers to win, to regain
control on Hajj, and to re-establish the Hajj method originally Ibrahim (peace be upon you)
started. The victory over Makkah was without bloodshed, and holy messenger offered the
enemies forgiveness to embrace them as brothers and sisters.

o Establishing the worship for one Allah: Ibrahim (peace be upon him) built the Sacred house
with Allah’s commands to establish it as a main centre for Monotheism in this world. After a
few thousand years when people removed the true worship of Allah in the centre, Muhammad
(peace be upon him) re-established the true worship of Allah in the centre again and he called
the believers in this world to come to the centre and to perform Hajj for Allah according to the
teachings of Allah’s messenger. He called (Invited for Hajj) as prophet Ibrahim did thousand
years ago. lbrahim and Muhammad (peace be upon them) had the same message as Allah
commanded them to pass to the mankind. Holy Quran states:
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“Surely the first House "of worship” established for humanity is the one at Bakkah—a
blessed sanctuary and a guide for "all’ people. In it are clear signs and the standing-place
of Abraham. Whoever enters it should be safe. Pilgrimage to this House is an obligation
by Allah upon whoever is able among the people.' And whoever disbelieves, then surely
Allah is not in need of "any of His" creation.”

[Al-Quran 3:96-97]

Resistance from Idol worshippers

Falling in love with the culture! Yes, when people use their emotion much more than their reasoning in
mind, then the emotion predominates the mind. Emotion does not follow logic. For example, a
teenager falling in love without thinking about pros and cons, about social obligations, about the
financial independence, and about the future. One thing is dominated in their mind is the “Love” from
emotional desire. Lots of teenagers suffer in life for following their emotional demands without having
a balance between the emotion and intellect. Similarly, many people become emotionally attached
with their cultures and traditions. They become over attached, and they fall in love with their father’s
way and the culture that their society has developed over the decades. They simply love to continue it.
Due to their one sidedness with emotion within reasoning, if they face any criticism against their
culture, they take it seriously. They consider the criticiser as their enemy, and they try to eliminate
their enemy as quickly as possible. In this process they kill, and they are being killed sometimes.

If they used their reasoning, weighed the good or bad in future from the criticism, then they could use
their emotion and energy in a positive way, and without bloodshed they could work together for the
prosperity. Unfortunately, most people due to their excessive love for their culture, they shut down
their reasoning, and they take the destructive path. The same thing happened with the ldol
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worshipping custodians of the Sacred House in Makkah and the Hajj. Over the decades, they did not
realize how they allowed the pure worship to be poisoned due to their ignorance and negligence. They
did not practice any self-assessment method to see if they did something wrong. So, they thought they
were only doing the right thing, their forefathers did the right thing, and no one had right to bring any
correction about it. When Muhammad (peace be upon him) invited them to the Guidance of Allah for
their best in this life and in the next life, instead of welcoming it as friendly advice, they took it the
wrong way. They considered Allah’s Messenger as their enemy, they rejected Allah’s invitation to them
to the right guidance, and they waged torture and cruelty to Allah’s messenger and his few followers.

They measured their material power, their manpower, their wealth and influence in the society, and
they became arrogant with the notion that they would win in keeping their idol worshipping system
alive. They did not take the message of Allah that Allah is the Most Powerful GOD, and no arrogant
creation of Allah can stand against Allah’s power. They ignored all the good thinking, and they wanted
to eliminate Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his followers to save their traditional, and cultural
idolworshipping and their way of performing Hajj.

Holy prophet (peace be upon him) began his invitation to worship one Allah from Makkah with his
community first. When he was preaching, his family and community were leading people in Makkah.
They were very honourable in the eyes of others around Makkah because they were looking after Hajj
celebration every year. As a result, they had honour, power, wealth, good business opportunities etc.
When Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) invited them to give up worshipping idols, in that time they
had 360 idols around Holy Ka’ba. They were in love with idol worshipping, very used to idol
worshipping, very dedicated to idol worshipping, and they were very used to the idol worshipping
culture. So, when they realised, if Holy Prophet’s mission was successful then their customs and
tradition would die, then they desperately wanted Muhammad (peace be upon him) to die to keep
their tradition alive.

Besides, their Hajj system became a big avenue for business, earning name and fame even though it
was wrong. So, their survival as leaders, being in power, and maintaining their control were totally
dependent on to defend their wrong ways and to destroy the new mission of Muhammad (peace be
upon him). That’s why they took the mission of Tawhid (Monotheism) as a great threat for their system
and the whole community, and their leaders took firm stand against the Da’wa of Allah. They initially
thought that mocking, criticising and occasional threat or punishment would be enough to scare Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him), but it did not work at all because prophet Muhammad’s (peace be upon
him) invitation was deep rooted truth that nothing could or can pull it out. Instead of failure, young
people from idol worshipping families started joining the mission of worshipping one Allah because it
made sense to them. They were clever and were brave to question the message of Muhammad (peace
be upon him) and their father’s traditions, and they realized that their fathers were obstinately trying to
hold on to their vanity and wrong customs. Then idol worshipping leaders began torturing, abusing,
punishing as many ways as possible to eliminate with the wrong notion that they would win by force.
Their arrogance blinded them to realise the true reality.

As a result, so many new Muslims were tortured, left businesses, kicked out of houses, were under
embargo for 3 years and were forced to survive on leaves from trees and so on. They killed many
Muslims. They plotted conspiracy after conspiracy. Muslims began to migrate here and there to
escape from the idol worshipper’s cruelty. Finally, they plotted to kill Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him) but Allah saved him and guided him to migrate to Madinah. In there, by the grace of Allah, people
came to Islam and established an Islamic society. But idol worshippers did not stop there. Instead,
their arrogance drove to attack Madinah by imposing war on the small community to take off the light
of Islam. They continued to force wars after wars until they had no more energy to fight.
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Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) came to perform Umrah Hajj all the way from Madinah towards
Makkah in 6th Hijri (Migration year) with 1400 hundred followers. They came only for the Umrah Hajj
without any weapons to fight. The universal rule was that if anyone came to Hajj with proper dress,
Qurbani animal and no weapons to fight, then they should be allowed to perform Hajj. But Quraish
leaders broke the universal law and resisted Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) with companions in a
place called Hudaibiya. Their illegal resistance was their desperate move to block true Islamic Hajj
that Ibrahim (peace be upon him) established. Holy prophet (peace be upon him) took the peaceful
approach without any fight despite being wronged. He (peace be upon him) made a peace treaty with
them and went away back to Madinah without performing Umrah Hajj. But not much later, they broke
the treaty and exceeded all the fair limits for their arrogance and obstinacy. Allah revealed the
message on HIS Holy Messenger that it was time to push back fairly, peacefully, and actively to bring
back the Sacred House and the Hajj, back to the way as Allah wanted to re-establish the true worship
of Allah and the true form of Hajj for which Allah established the centre in the first place. Idol
worshippers had no right to forcefully establish wrong worshipping and Hajj in a place that they did not
establish.

After giving them chance after chance to come to the true term, when they misused all chances and
committed terrible unfair actions, Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) came to Makkah with tens of
thousands of companions in 8th Hijri and idol worshippers just collapsed with exhaustion. They lost
all their force, power and energy to fight for wrong reasons anymore. Allah made them failure all
together and the Sacred House since then, came under the control of Monotheism without war or
bloodshed. See how Allah’s plan works! Finally, Allah’s messenger removed 360 idols from the centre
of monotheism, and meanwhile he was reciting:
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“Truth has come through and lies are dead: Surely, lies are bound to die.”
[Al-Quran 17:81]

Proper Ibrahimi Hajj started again

What a victory! It was a victory for truth, and the truth is always the greatest gifts of all for mankind.
Why truth is the greatest gift? Truth directs the mankind towards the light and eternal success, and
falsehood misguides people towards the darkness, failure and sufferings. Truth needed to come. So
many true servants of Allah were waiting for it. It came with blessing, and with devotion of Allah’s
messenger and for his devoted followers. For their tremendous sacrifice, today millions of believers
can perform the Hajj in the right way as Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) taught and started. We
are so thankful to Allah for availing the true Hajj for us, and for making the Sacred House of HIM in
Makkah as an inspiration for us. May Allah send peace on HIS Beloved Messenger, his family and his
companions, Ameen!

Hajj began again properly. Hajj with innovations, which lasted around 2000 years ended. Here | shall
give a brief rundown about some of the main changes in Hajj after the days of ignorance below:

e In Allah’s method: Allah ordained in the Holy Quran to perform Hajj exactly as Allah guided
through Holy Prophet (peace be upon him):
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“And celebrate HIS Praises (Worship, Hajj duties) as HE has directed you, even though

before this you went astray.”
[Al-Quran 2:198]
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Prohibited all wrong activities: Allah prohibited all adultery, sexual actions, indecency,
alcoholism, cheating, fight and quarrels and so on:
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“If anyone undertakes Hajj duties, not allowed sexual activities, sinful actions or fights

during Hajj.”
[Al-Quran 2:197]

Stopping fair for pride: Allah prohibited their fair for feeding, poem reading to promote each
tribe’s name and fame and all those wrong activities were replaced by Praises of Allah, not
anyone’s family, father, tribe or nation:
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“So, when you have finished your duties of Hajj, celebrate the Praises of Allah, as you
used to celebrate the praises of your fathers, yes, with much more (feelings), heart and
soul.”

[Al-Quran 2:200]

Showing off and wasting food was prohibited: Before they used to slaughter camel after
camel to compete between tribes and they used to show off to impress the pilgrims about
their father’s name and fame. They used to waste meat, food because they were desperate for
the name only. All these were stopped:
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“Eat and drink, but do not waste by excess: Allah does not like the wasters.”
[Al-Quran 7:31]

Animal sacrifice only in the name of Allah: They used to sacrifice animals in the name of
idols. That was prohibited and only in the name of Allah animal sacrifice was allowed in Hajj:
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“Then pronounce the Name of Allah over them as they line up (for sacrifice): Then when
they are down on their sides (after the slaughter), you eat there from and feed those who
live in contentment (But who do not beg) and those who beg with due humility. Thus, we
have made animals at your command, so that you may be thankful.”
[Al-Quran 22:36]

No longer blood and meat on Ka’ba: They used to paint blood of sacrificed animals on Ka’ba
walls and meat on the Ka’ba door. That was made prohibited:

akia o 381 AN i laa W3 gasdd alT O o8 &

“Itis neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah: It is your devotion (To Allah)
thatreaches HIM.”
[Al-Quran 22:37]
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Naked circling was stopped: Before they used to make Tawaf naked, but it was made haram:
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“0O children of Adam! Put on your beautiful clothing at every time and place of prayer ...
say: ‘Who has forbidden the beautiful (gifts like dress) of Allah, which HE has made for
HIS servants, and clean and pure things HE provided for living?”

[Al-Quran 7:31-32]

No more changes in Haram months were allowed: They used to change honourable months
for their own suitability for fighting. That was made prohibited too:

sl LS A slad )58 g ) 5 KT B 835 ol L)
A p0A L glald i a0a Lk fghigiue &

“Surely, the delaying (of the sacred months) adds to the disbelief: The disbelievers are
led to wrong by it: because they make it a lawful (month) one year, and a forbidden
(month) another year, to adjust (against) the number of months forbidden by Allah and
make such forbidden ones lawful.”

[Al-Quran 9:37]

Begging in Hajj was prohibited: They used to go to Hajj empty handed and beg from people
once they were there. Allah made that Haram as well:
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“And take a provision (with you) for the Journey, but the best of provision is right conduct.
So, fear ME, O! You, who are wise.”
[Al-Quran 2:197]

Talbia was rectified: In Talbia they used to join partners with Allah which was extremely wrong
and sinful blasphemy against Allah in HIS Holy House. Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him)
taught the correct Talbia as following:
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(Labbaika Allahumma Labbaik. Labbaika laa shareeka laka Labbaik. Innal Hamda wan-ni’mata
laka wal-Mulk. Laa shareeka lak.) “l am present O Allah | am present to YOUR service. YOU
have no partners; | am present to YOU. All the Praises and blessings are for YOU and the

sovereignty is YOURS. YOU have no partners.”
[Bukhari and Muslim]

Holy Prophet’s last Hajj

In 6th Hijri Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his 1400 hundred companions were sent back
without being allowed to perform Umrah Hajj (Explanation of Umrah Hajj is coming later in this book).
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) went away that year and returned to Makkah in 7th Hijri, to perform
the missed Umrah Hajj (Qada Hajj). In 8th Hijri in the Fasting Month Ka’ba came under his control. He
(peace be upon him) appointed Hon Attab ibn Aseed (May Allah be pleased with him) as Governor of
Makkah.
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In 8th Hijri Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) appointed the same Governor as Ameerul Hajj (Leader
for Hajj affair). By next year, in 9th Hijri, Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) sent Hon Abu Bakr (may
Allah be pleased with him) from Madinah as Ameerul Hajj. In 10th Hijri Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him) performed Hajj for himself. That Hajj for Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) was his first and his
last Hajj in his life. Over hundred thousand Muslims joined him in that Hajj. In that Hajj he (peace be
upon him) gave a final message to his followers. Because that Hajj was his last Hajj, that Hajj is also
called Hujjatul Widaa’ (the goodbye Haijj).

His (peace be upon him) Hajj is recorded in a long Hadis narrated by Hon Jabir ibn Abdullah (May Allah
be pleased with him). | shall just mention the first bit in below:
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Hon Jabir ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: Holy Prophet (s.a.w) spent 9 years in
Madinah. In those 9 years he (peace be upon him) did not perform Hajj (Main Hajj not Umrah).
Then in 10th Hijri the announcement was made that in that year Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him) would go to Hajj. So many people came into Madinah (to join him). Then we set our journey
for Hajj ..... (until the end).”
[Muslim]

In that Hajj, Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) showed his followers how to perform the Hajj
according to the prescribed method of Allah. Alhamdulillah! His teachings are recorded in Hadis. So,
the Muslims in later time would not be unaware about how to perform Hajj properly. His (peace be
upon him) teaching has been alive for the last 1400+ years and it will be alive until this world exists.

Millions of Muslims all over the world are teaching and learning about the proper method of Hajj from
Holy Prophet’s Hajj. Moreover, millions of Muslims are performing Hajj every year and once they
perform Hajj, they never forget the method of it. They pass their extra-ordinary experience to others.
That’s how the teaching of Hajj keeps going with the help of Allah Almighty. So, this is the brief history
of Hajj in this chapter about how it started, how it went on, how it was corrupted and then, how it was
corrected by the last prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). May Allah bless and mercy on HIS
prophet and his followers, Ameen!

The history of the Hajj is very important because history can be written by wrong people with bad
motives. That’s why, some history is written to glorify one side, and often power and position can be
used to influence the minds of later generations. If the religion’s history is biased, or contaminated,
then that becomes a sad thing because the wrong history would be repeated generation after
generation. Wrong history motivates people to take wrong direction. Allah did not allow the wrong
history to misguide people. HE revealed the message with history to make the true history clear to the
humanity. Holy Quran in that sense, is a true history holy book, and storyteller in the Holy Quran is
Allah All-knowing HIMSELF.

Then, the history of the Holy Prophet’s Hajj is recorded to set the record straight. His companions
saw, listened, observed and followed Allah’s messenger inch by inch, and then these actions were
recorded in the Hadis, and there are volumes and volumes. We find every detail from the actions of
Holy Messenger of Allah. These details are not limited to Hajj but in every aspect of Holy messenger’s
life. Allah made HIS Messenger’s history protected as well to keep the truth alive forever. For example,
Holy Messenger’s Hajj is recorded in detail, as lessons to follow inch by inch. For the mankind, Allah
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made HIS Messenger a perfect role model to be followed by those who believe that they will meet
Allah in the next life to give their accounts of their actions in this life. Allah says:
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“Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an excellent example for whoever has hope in Allah

and the Last Day and remembers Allah often.”
[Al-Quran 33:21]
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Chapter 5: Some lessons from Hajj

Why do we need to learn lessons?

Haijj is a divine prescription of worship. It is from All-Wise Allah. It is to teach Muslims how to lead their
life. Every duty or action in Hajj is full of lessons. Muslims need thinking about the wisdom behind
each action in Hajj. Their thinking will help them with some of the following:

e How vast benefits are in each action prescribed by Allah!

e Howvastteachings are in all actions prescribed by Allah!

e How each action guides them to be fully surrender to Allah!

e How each action trains them to develop right attitudes towards life and its objective!
e How each action prepares them to be Allah’s true servants to gain Paradise etc!

Therefore, we need more discussions, more analysis, more research about Hajj and its duties:

e Tolearn,

e Tofeed our Faith,

e To nourish our Imaan,

e To strengthen our Imaan,

e To practice righteously and

e To motivate ourselves to serve Allah all the time.

Keeping those points in mind, | decided to give some examples of lessons to be learnt from Hajj
actions. So that, these examples can motivate us to think more and to learn more for our own benefits
Insha Allah!

We have two options about learning. One option is not learning, or to neglect the learning, or to keep
learning in the bottom of priority list, or to procrastinate about learning DEEN. This is a terrible option.
It makes the believers as blind followers of faith without knowledge. Allah wants believers to read,
learn, and ponder about HIS Holy Message in the Holy Quran. In the holy Quran, Allah encouraged
believers with terms like “IQRA = Read, or “ILM = Knowledge” or “Tadabbor = Reflection / research /
deeper study” etc. The learners find huge taste and benefits from learning Allah’s Deen such as:

e They feel joy from the learning about their faith. The more they acquire knowledge, the deeper
their faith finds place in their hearts to supply continuous joy.

e They find motivation or fuel for continuing their faith and actions. Knowledge gives them boost
in confidence, and they become the stronger believers.

e They save themselves from the suffering of confusion, indecisions, and uncertainty. When
they face questions, mocking, challenges in the society for their faith, they do not suffer from
doubts. Their sound knowledge helps them with clarity of mind, and they feel content with
their faith and actions.

e Satan cannot deceive them. Satan fears one knowledgeable believer more than 1000 ignorant
believers. Satan cannot deceive the knowledgeable believers, and in case, one is deceived,
he/she repents to Allah quickly, and as a result Allah forgives the believer and grant promotion.
Seeing that, Satan becomes more hopeless.

Another option is to be keen on learning Allah’s Deen. Without only following as tradition, we can learn
more about Islam, and about Islamic practices. This action is the best because Allah wants us to
learn, reflect, and to study hard. When we read a verse, we can read quickly without thinking much
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about it. If we do that, we cannot learn more. Similarly, if we only look at the Hajj duties as only rituals,
then we cannot learn from it. | try to take a pen and paper, read an action, and ask few questions
around it and then | look for the answers. For example, if | am reading about Tawaf, | try to write as
many questions as possible such as:

What is Tawaf?

What is it for?

Why in Tawaf pilgrims go from right to left?

Why 7 times in Tawaf?

What is the main lesson from tawaf?

How Tawaf is related with my daily life?

What are the lessons from Tawaf | can relate with my daily life?
Is there any lesson for me to take home from Tawaf, or | leave everything in Makkah after my
Hajj?

9. What are the rewards for Tawaf?

10. What are the things | must avoid in Tawaf?

11. What are the best things | must do during Tawaf?

12. And what are the things | must avoid in Tawaf etc.?
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| gave only 12 questions, but often number of questions could be more. Now, | look at my questions
and then | look for the answers. If | can help myself through Quran and Hadis, then good or else | seek
knowledge from the learned Muslims by asking them. With this process of learning, | believe that | can
keep myself busy in learning until | die. Every bit of learning will be like adding oxygen to my lung to be
health. In other words, learning is the oxygen for the healthy Imaan.

Lesson from lhram and death dress:

lhram! The first compulsory action in Hajj. It has a very important role in Hajj. If a pilgrim has a deeper
understanding about it, his knowledge will influence his heart deeply and positively. He/she will
experience the lhram and Hajj from the deeper chamber of the heart, will enjoy more, and will submit
to Allah more willingly. His feeling, and thinking will be amazed with the higher degree of faith due to
his/her understanding. He/she can be able to engage his/her heart and soul to the blessing of Allah
and can find their hearts filled with thanks to Allah. On the other hand, a pilgrim with shallow
knowledge cannot reach to the level of other knowledgeable ones.

As | mentioned some questions around each Hajj pillar or action, | can ask the similar questions about
lhram for my understanding. Such as:

1. Whatislhram?

2. Whydolneedtodoit?

3. What are the rules involving in it?

4. What keeps my lhram and what breaks my lhram?
5. What are the special duties in lhram and why?

6. What lesson can | learn from lhram?

7. Canlhram lesson relate to my day-to-day life?

8. Why makes lhram to be the first duty in Hajj?

9. Where can | find answers to my questions?

10. Why should | study about Ihram thoroughly etc.

I can go on in each item in Hajj with many questions and answers, but this book is to stimulate us to
find our own ways of asking questions to learn. It requires time and efforts, perseverance and
dedication. Reading in a book and trying by ourselves is different, and the best method of learning is to
make each one of us our efforts. That’s why, without repeating the same questions and answers, | am
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taking the path of encouraging us with tips. So, we can put our own efforts in learning. Therefore, |
shall only highlight one or two points to remind us about questioning and learning Insha Allah!

lhram is a Fard (compulsory) action in Hajj. What is lhram then? lhram means making something
Haram for you. With |lhram the pilgrims make a few things prohibited (haram) for them such as,
Intimacy with wives, haircut, nail cut, using scent etc. Because they make few things Haram for them,
that’s why it is called lhram. Ihram also means making intention for Hajj with Talbia (With Labbaika).

Lesson from lhram:

Once a Hajji makes intention for Hajj, he or she makes a few things prohibited on him or on her. Even
though, those things are Halal in normal day to day life but for lhram they must avoid such things. They
avoid those things to obey the commands of Allah. Once a Hajji makes Ihram, he or she is called
“Muhrim.” For Muhrim a few things that are normally allowed become prohibited. Let us look at a
Hadis below:

Abdullah ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that a person asked Holy Prophet (peace
be upon him):
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“A person asked Holy Messenger of Allah: “Who is a Hajji (Pilgrim)? He said: “A person (Pilgrim
due to lhram) uncombed hair, and scentless body.”

[IBN MAZAH]

Besides, during lhram, a pilgrim is not allowed to wear expensive clothes despite his wealth, or not
allowed to wear shoes despite financial ability, or cannot do hairstyle despite desires, or not allowed
to cut nails etc. Due to Hajj, no Muslims complain about these prohibitions. Why not? The answer is
that they do not question about Ihram rules because they have learnt to surrender to Allah without
questioning and fussing. This is the main lesson in lhram rules.

Now, Muslims should widen this attitude to every action in their life to be a full Muslim. Like lhram
rules, if they follow Allah’s codes in their daily life without fuss, questions, complaint, or
procrastination, then they have really understood the training of lhram in Hajj. Then, they have truly
got the lesson from lhram in Hajj. Once the main lesson is engraved in their minds, and their will is
surrender to the WILL of Allah, then they find it easier to follow the Ihram lessons in their day-to-day
life. Then, they will find that their habits, manners, attitudes, dealings, characters, worships, human
relationships, and their actions are aligned in the same line without contradictions. They run
everything in their lives in the same direction, and that direction is “Obeying Allah in everything as they
obeyed Allah during their lhram.”

But if they do not try to understand the lessons from |hram, then in their attitudes and action during
lhram and after lhram will have contradictions. If that happens, then it is a big problem. Suppose
during lhram no fighting is allowed, and a pilgrim follows that. But after returning from Hajj, that
pilgrim fights with his neighbours, occupies their piece of land by force, abuses the rights of
neighbours, then we see the obvious contradictions. What has gone wrong with that Pilgrim? The
answer is simple. This pilgrim has done Hajj duties such as lhram just as a ritual without
understanding the lessons from it, and now he thinks he is a good Hajji despite his actions against the
teachings of Islam or in Hajj. We must not be included in these kinds of ignorant pilgrims if there are
any. | hope, no pilgrim is like the example | have given. | gave the example for our understanding.
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Lesson from lhram dress:

Ihram dress for men is simple. 2 pieces of white cloth without any sewing, to be wrapped around their
upper and lower part of the body. Why is it? Is it just a fashion? Or is it just a tradition? Or is it for
training the Muslim’s mind for greater things? Why Pilgrims dress like death dress? After Muslim’s
death, their bodies are washed with respect, and then white unsewed cloth is wrapped around for the
burial. During lhram, it looks alike that all men pilgrims are wearing death like dress, and it looks like
as if they are making a holy procession towards death to meet their LORD Allah.

We know, dress signifies people’s status, position, and their level of pride and vanity. You will see
certain dress is for the prince or the princes, rulers or the kings or queens, imams or the priests etc.
Every dress speaks about something. It is an unspoken expression through dress, and the people
understand that. A uniform for example for the students or the nurses or the doctors is also an
unspoken expression. Similarly, Hajj dress during Ihram also from a philosophy with certain
expressions. Muslims need to understand that, and they need to keep asking questions to develop
their understanding. Muslims do not ask questions in following Allah’s rules that is taught by Allah’s
messenger, but they ask questions to increase their knowledge about their DEEN.

Let us look at few lessons that we can learn as pilgrims about the dressing during Ihram in Hajj.
Dressing like a dead person is to train Muslim minds for greater things such as:

To remind them about the reality of life that they must die one day,

To remind them that one day they must go back to Allah through death,

To train them to dress humbly,

To remind them that their funeral dress will be the same and simple like Ihram dress, without
extravagance, and it should remind them to dress humbly in this life,

» To train them about that Allah loves righteous dress not otherwise,

» To train them to remember death, so they won’t be too attached to this life only and so on.

YV V VY

lhram and dressing in Hajj are totally unique in Hajj. In no journey or celebration, one can see these
extra-ordinary methods. What lessons does it give to Muslims? Again, the lesson is: Muslims must
wear the righteous dress in life, and they should remember that one day they will be buried with
righteous dress like the dress in lhram, and they should lead a humble life as a servant of Allah.

Lesson from Tawaf:

What is Tawaf? It is another Hajj duty. It means, circling around the Sacred House of Allah during Hajj.
It is one of the main pillars of Hajj. It must be done, and without doing it, Hajj is not valid. Considering
its importance, one can get the signal that Tawaf must be a must duty for very important reason.
Otherwise, if it was not very important, then it could have been made an optional duty. Why is it so
important? Another point is an important duty is to teach and train an important lesson for the
pilgrims. What is that important lesson? Or what are the important lessons from this important pillar
of Hajj? Again, as | gave example before, we can make a list of at least 10 questions around Tawaf,
then we can seek for answers to improve our understanding, and satisfaction with our Imaan. Here, |
am not going to go through many questions. | am suggesting to the readers to do that in their own time
and pace. To give idea, | shall try to highlight one or two points to learn as examples Insha Allah!

In Hajj Muslims must circle around the Sacred House of Allah. This circling is called Tawaf. One may
wonder why this Tawaf was prescribed in Hajj. Allah knows the best answer. It is worth asking this
question for deepening our understanding. The question here is that what can we learn from Tawaf?
Some of the lessons we can learn as below:

1. Centre: Everything has a centre. In our body the heart is the centre. The blood goes in and out
of the heart as centre. Any object has a centre. This earth circling around a centre. The stars,
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galaxies and so on are circling around the centre. The Sacred House of Allah in Makkah is also
a centre. The Holy House is a symbol of centre. Then what is the centre for everything? The
centre for everything is Allah! So, the first lesson from Tawaf is to realise that Allah is the
centre of everything. Our life is rounding around Allah whether we want it or not. So, as
Muslims we should also dedicate our life circling around Allah’s obedience as we circle
around the Ka’ba to obey Allah. Allah calls believers for total devotion to the obedience to
Allah in the Holy Quran:

2
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“Say, my Salah and my sacrifice, and my life and my death, all dedicated to the Lord of
the Universe.”
[Al-Quran 6:162]

2. Times and motion vs eternity: In Tawaf the House in the centre stands still but the people
around it comes and goes. It teaches the eternity of Allah and the temporariness of Humans
and every creation of Allah. It teaches Muslims not to be too dedicated about their temporary
testing period in this life rather they must round around their entire life to the obedience of
eternal Lord, the Allah Almighty. They should remember, as they go around the Sacred House
of Allah, the same way after some time in this life, they will return to Allah. Whatever freedom
they receive is respite, but they are always tied up with Allah’s rope, and as soon as that rope
will be pulled, they will die from this life to meet their Lord, Allah. Before their birth, they were
created as souls by Allah, after their life they will die as Allah’s plan and angel will take their
souls away by Allah’s order, and then after their death, they will return to Allah. Therefore,
their life and death are resembling the tawaf which is going around Allah’s House to obey
Allah’s order.

Therefore, Tawaf, reminds them about the reality of life that they are only circling around in this
life around Allah’s plans and decisions, and whenever Allah decides for them to return to HIM,
then again, they will circle around Allah’s plan. Therefore, why not they circle around Allah’s
obedience in their life always to receive HIS Mercy, Blessings, and Love to be close to HIM in
Paradise, as they are close to Allah’s House during circling. All the temporary things in this life
will perish, but Allah will remain and that’s why circling around Allah’s obedience is the only
safety. Allah confirms it in the Holy Quran:
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“All that is on earth will perish: But will remain (alive forever), the Face of your Lord, Full
of Majesty, Bounty and Honour.”
[Al-Quran 55:26-27]

/

Therefore, Tawaf means a lot in a Muslim’s life. Tawaf is not just a meaningless circling around for fun.
But it is there to imprint the right feelings and attitudes in Muslims about Allah. Muslim is the one who
surrenders to Allah for all the time, obey Allah’s orders in life, love Allah so much so that he/she feels
connected with Allah and to deepen that connection prays 5 times daily as divine therapy. Their life
and their efforts all are circling around Allah, and Tawaf is a further reminder for that. May Allah grant
us the correct understanding. Allah knows best.
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Lesson from Talbia:

What is Talbia? Talbia is the supplication (Dua) recited by the Hajji during Ihram period. Abdullah ibn
Umar (may Allah be pleased with both) said that he heard Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) saying (In

Haijj):
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Labbaika Allahumma Labbaik; Labbaika laa shareeka laka labbaik; Innal Hamda wan-ni’'mata

laka wal-Mulk; Laa shareeka lak.

(lam present to YOU, O Allah! | am present to YOUR service; YOU have no partners. | am presentin
YOUR service. All the praises, all blessings and sovereignty are YOURS; YOU have no partners.)

[Muttafaqun A’laih].

What is the lesson can we learn from this Talbia? Some of them are as following:

> Responding to the call of Allah: More than 4000 years ago lbrahim (peace be upon him)

called Muslims to go to Hajj for Allah and since then, when true believers attended in there,
they responded to that call saying as if, “O Allah! YOU called, and | am present to YOUR
service. | will now do whatever you want me to do. | shall avoid now whatever YOU prohibit for
me to do.” Labbaik is like a response from a student when his name is called in the class.
When his name is pronounced, he says, “l am present.” Allah called us for Hajj, and upon our
arrival in Hajj we say like the roll call, “I am present O Allah.” With this understanding, when |
intended for my Hajj, and my first Labbaika | wanted to say, | became emotional. Tears rolled
down on my cheek, my voice was shaken, my thoughts were about thanking Allah, and my
heart was filled with Allah’s love and reverence. It was such a sweet experience that no words
can describe. Alhamdulillah, and all the thanks to Allah for allowing me to arrive in there to
say, Labbaika Allahumma Labbaik.”

Surrendering everything: In this response one surrenders his wishes, desires, choices,
culture, father’s ways and so on. Pilgrims leave everything behind to say Labbaika to Allah.
They leave their loved ones, they cry when they leave, but they find more love for Allah in their
hearts than their loved ones. They leave their business, wealth and jobs behind and they focus
on the one-way street, and that street is to go forward to be around the Sacred House of Allah
to say Labbaik. What a love for Allah, and for the obedience of Allah. Their money, family,
business cannot keep them away from Allah’s call, HIS Mercy and forgiveness. This is the
reality for the believers in their daily lives. They do their worldly duties, but their main duty is
that they take as worshipping Allah for HIS love and for HIS Paradise. Labbaika is another
demonstration for that. The same way a Muslim should lead his or her life. A Muslim must
surrender all their selfish desires, choices, greed, and wants to Allah’s guidance, and must
follow only Allah’s command for passing the test in this life for Paradise.

Learn to respond to Allah’s daily call: Labbaik is responding to Allah’s call with so much
sacrifice. Good on Muslims. Does that mean that we ignore Allah’s daily call, and give
importance to Hajj call once in life? After that, we forget again about Allah’s call every day.
How many times Allah called the believers in the Holy Quran? Whenever Allah says, “YA
AIYYUHALLASEENA AAMANU - O you who believe!” is a call to give the believers
commandments to do for their best or to avoid for their best. How many believers go through
those calls in the Holy Quran to make a list, and then follow them in life? For example, Allah
calls for 5 times prayers, and do believers respond to that call regularly? Labbaika is a great
reminder that believers must respond to all calls from Allah as they responded to the Hajj call.
Therefore, the point is, Labbaika or any other Hajj duties are not separate, disjointed actions
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from our life. No, everything Allah asks believers to do is all connected to one another. Every
action is designed to have harmony with other actions to build believer’s life as harmonious
among actions as holistic. Allah knows best.

So, Talbia should be a part of every Muslim’s life. Every day Muslims should learn to say, O Allah! | am
present to serve YOU in every action in my life. If we look at the teaching of Talbia in the life of Ibrahim
(peace be upon him), we can see the same theme. When Allah called him to leave his country for
Da’wa he responded to that. When Allah called him to build HIS house, he responded to that. When
Allah called him to leave his wife and baby in Makkah in an inhabited land, he did respond to that as
well. When Allah asked him to sacrifice his beloved son, he responded to that call without any
hesitation. These are the practicalities of Talbia in every Muslims’ life. That’s why from Hajj Muslims
must take necessary lessons. If they take Hajj and duties as rituals, then it will be their great loss.

Lesson from kissing the black Stone:

The black Stone is placed in a corner of the Sacred House. Pilgrims try to kiss it directly or they try to
touch it, or they try to touch it with stick and then kiss on the stick. Some pilgrims try very hard to kiss it
because their life-dream has been to kiss it one day during Hajj. Some weak people do not approach it
to avoid accident. Disabled pilgrims are not allowed in these days to go to the ground anyway because
of their safety. | did my Tawaf on the 2" floor, and it was a bigger circumference, more pushing on
wheelchair was necessary, and when | approached the green light that shows the BlackStone corner, |
leaned forward. So, the good thing is that one does not have to kiss it and can do the ritual from far
with safety with signal. So, the obvious question one may ask about the lesson from it.

First, | should address another question to remove the confusion. Some people wonder who do not
know details about Islamic practices, they question if the kissing of the Black Stone is a worship.
Islam prohibits worshipping anything else except Allah, and if pilgrims’ worship the Black Stone, then
it contradicts against the main teaching of Islam. Some people asked me this question and | always
welcome questions because it gives me an opportunity to explain the true teaching about Islam. Yes,
it is true that Islam teaches to worship Allah only, and it prohibits worshipping anything else, and with
that Faith, pilgrims do not worship the BlackStone. They lean forward towards the Stone not for
worship. Allow me to highlight few points to explain more about it in the following:

» Itis not considered a god: Muslims do not believe this Stone as God or part of God. On the
other hand, Stone worshippers believe a certain Stone as their god. Muslims believe that Allah
is One God and HE has no partners. So, the main reason for kissing the Black Stone is not to
kiss a god.

» Not worship: A Stone worshipper believes a certain Stone is God therefore he or she worships
that Stone asking help from it. Whereas Muslims do not believe the Black Stone is a God. So,
they do not worship the Black Stone, and they do not seek any help from that Stone, nor they
believe that the Stone has any power over them as GOD has. Muslims do not even believe that
the Stone can request to Allah for anything. So, kissing the Black Stone by Muslims has
another reason, not the reason related to worship.

» Not for any gain from it: A Stone worshipper believes that the Stone has some power to help
him or to harm him. Muslims do not believe the same about the Black Stone. Therefore, kissing
the Black Stone has nothing to do with worship. We can look at an example from the Holy
Prophet’s best companion Hon Omar (May Allah be pleased with him). A’bis ibn Rabia’h (May
Allah be pleased with him) said: | have seen Hon Omar (May Allah be pleased with him) kissing
the black Stone and heard him saying:

Page | 86



P ’ﬁ:‘;’°i/ o - P It 4 .~°E’ Na % N e ve
il ale¥ dls: ety aadl Jiy jae cul ) JR Az o puile (25
wh L ”» ,&f - 0%~ @ % 34 - - ':,°/‘/ Wt od - %0 2y - Ty -
Uil L Jby alu g dcle 4 e dl g S0l (o) ¥ 319 el W g pdli e
“l know for sure that, you are such a Stone which can not cause any gain or loss, if | did

not see Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) kissing you then | would not kiss you at all.”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

Now, let us find out the main reasons for kissing the Black Stone. It has good reasons and none of the
reason is related to worshipping the Stone. Below | shall try to highlight a few reasons and with
lessons from it.

> Love of the things from Paradise: The kissing is purely to show that Muslims love for a Stone
that was sent from paradise. Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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“When Hazru Aswad (Black Stone) was sent from the Paradise, it was whiter than milk.

Then sins of Adams children made it black.”
[Ahmed. Tirmidi]

According to the above Hadis, the black Stone was not from the earth, but it was sent down
from the Paradise. Therefore, it is a special gift for the pilgrims from Allah. A gift never
becomes a god, but a gift from Allah should be loved and appreciated. Our life, children,
wealth, happiness, nature, fruits, foods etc are gifts from Allah. Don’t we love them? Don’t we
love ourselves, our children, and our happiness? Don’t we kiss our babies with love? Do we
kiss them as gods? No, that is not the case. When we know that a Stone was sent from the
Paradise, we have more love for it to show our appreciation and thanks to Allah. The lesson
from it is, we need to love and appreciate more to Allah’s blessings. We must not take Allah’s
gifts for granted, but we should show our thanks to Allah for them. Like the Black Stone, we
should be loving people towards all Allah’s blessings like family, children, relatives, fellow
humans and beautiful nature.

> Obedience of Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him): Holy Messenger of Allah spent his entire life
to teach about One Allah. Allah made him the best example to follow. Sometimes, he had time
to explain, but other times he simply said, “Follow me” and he was followed without
questions. In the Holy Quran, we find the command from Allah to follow HIS Messenger:
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“Say, 'O Prophet, " “If you "sincerely’ love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you and
forgive your sins. For Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
[Al-Quran 3:31]

Therefore, kissing the Black Stone is to follow the practice of Holy Messenger of Allah. The
comment from Hon Omar (may Allah be pleased with him) explains it all. A’bis ibn Rabia’h
(May Allah be pleased with him) said:
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| have seen Omar (May Allah be pleased with him) kissing the black Stone and heard him
saying, “l know for sure that, you are such a Stone which can not cause any gain or loss, if
I did not see Holy Prophet (s.a.w) kissing you then | would not kiss you at all.”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

The lesson from here is that Muslims must follow the teachings of Muhammad (peace be upon
him), whether they understand it or not because Allah has commanded to follow HIS
Messenger to receive HIS love, Mercy and Forgiveness. Muslims follow Allah’s messenger and
kissing the Black Stone over thousand years is the proof for it.

For the removal of sins: Allah sent the Black Stone for a special reason, and HE made the
Stone to suction the sins from pilgrims. The Stone has a job to do because Allah has appointed
it to do that specific duty. By kissing, the pilgrims allow the Stone to do its duty. Therefore,
kissing has nothing to do with worshipping, rather following Allah’s command to allow the
Stone to do its job. We can see it in the same Hadis mentioned above. Ibn Abbas (May Allah be
pleased with him) narrated that Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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“When Hazru Aswad (BlackStone) was sent from the Paradise, it was whiter than milk.

Then sins of Adam children made it black.”
[Ahmed. Tirmidi]

Greatness of Allah on kissing: Stone worshippers proclaim the greatness of the Stone when
they offer their worship to the Stone. But that is not the case with kissing the Black Stone. At
the kissing, or at the hinting towards the Black Stone from far, a pilgrim says, “Allahu Akbar.”
What does it mean? It means Allah is the greatest Only God, and we only worship Allah.
Proclaiming Allah’s greatness as The Only One GOD is not a sign of worshipping the Stone. Not
at all. Holy Messenger of Allah said, “Allahu Akbar” in his Hajj. Abdullah Ibn Abbas (may Allah
be pleased with both) narrated that:
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“Holy Messenger of Allah did his Tawaf sitting on the Camel, and whenever he arrived at
the Black Stone, he signalled at the Black Stone with his stick and said ALLAHU AKBAR.”
[Bukhari]

The lesson is, whatever Allah decides as the method of worship, and HIS messenger taught it,
believers follow them without question. That characteristic is the part of total submission to
Allah. Kissing the Black Stone is not joining any partners with Allah, and it is a part of
worshipping Allah.

Lesson from Sa’ee:

Running between Safa and Marwa is called Sa’ee. A Hajji must run 7 times. To understand some
lessons from it we should go back to the history of it briefly. Hon Hazera (may Allah be pleased with
her), wife of Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was desperate to find water to save her baby’s life. Baby
Ismael was weak and in serious condition without both water and mother’s milk. In that desperate
time, she decided to look for water. She climbed on the Safa Mountain at first praying and seeking for
the water. She was hoping that she would find any water spot, but she did not find any. Then she
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climbed down to the valley, ran across the plane land, and climbed again on the other side of the
mountain named Marwa. In this way, she made 7 rounds. Then Angel Jibrael (peace be upon him) hit
the ground with heel and water came out. Pilgrims are still drinking from the water spring called
Zamzam well.

Now, in her running what are the significant lessons do we see? Some of them are below:

> Positive attitude: She did not give up hope. Hope motivated her to try hard. Trial and
tribulation are part of believer’s life because Allah wants to test them whether they are still
obedient servants to Allah or not. Allah has promised that HE would test the believers to find
out who is true believer. To pass all the tests positive attitude is necessary. Allah says:
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“Do people think once they say, “We believe,” that they will be left without being put to
the test? We certainly tested those before them. And "in this way’ Allah will clearly
distinguish between those who are truthful and those who are liars.”

[Al-Quran 29:1-2]
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> Hope in Allah: She had strong hope in Allah. That was her main strength. Keeping up hope in
Allah’s Mercy is a best quality every Muslim must have in their day-to-day challenges. They will
be tested whether they put their trust in Allah or not. Muslims must acquire this quality
because Allah does not allow believers to be hopeless. Holy Quran states:
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“And do not lose hope in the mercy of Allah, for no one loses hope in Allah’s mercy except
those with no faith.”
[Al-Quran 12:87]

» Hard effort: She did not sit down doing nothing. She did her best. She tried her utmost. Some
people wrongly think that they will do nothing and will put their trust in Allah, but the trust in
Allah means doing one’s best, praying to Allah for the success and accepting Allah’s decision
whatever it is. For believers, the lesson is from her that they must work hard to achieve good
things. They should not think that Paradise will come easy without effort, or success will come
without effort. Allah gives success to those who work hard as Hon Hazera did:
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“As for those who struggle in Our cause, We will surely guide them along Our Way. And
Allah is certainly with the good doers.”
[Al-Quran 29:69]

» Supplication: She did not only try, but with trying, she also made supplication to Allah for
help. Islam teaches Muslims to ask Allah for everything good. Allah is happy if they ask HIM.
Supplication is necessary in good times and in bad times, but in bad times it is essential
because a true believer needs to turn to Allah in calamity or challenges. Supplication gives
hope, gives belonging, relieves pain, and brings Allah’s Mercy. For example, Prophet Yunus
(Peace be upon him) was swallowed by a large fish, and then from the dark belly of the fish, he
cried to Allah, and Allah rescued him. Allah has the power to rescue HIS servants from any
serious situation, and Hon Hazera knew that and practiced her dua in her adverse situation.
The lesson is, Muslims should ask Allah for the best things all the time. This is HIS command:
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“Your Lord has proclaimed, “Call upon Me, | will respond to you.”
[Al-Quran 40:60]

Did Allah answer her dua? Yes, Allah did. Her faith in Allah, reliability on Allah, utmost effort and
supplication all was the right course of actions. Allah mercifully solved her problem. In Hajj, the
running between Safa and Marwa is according to Hon Hazera’s tradition. So, in Sa’ee pilgrims must
learn from her doings that Allah loved it so much and recommended to keep it alive in the duties of
Hajj. These positive attitudes that we see in her are necessary in worship, in good deeds, in facing
challenges and to be successful in best things in this life and in achieving Paradise in next life. That’s
why, Allah has kept her righteous efforts alive for the pilgrims to come and remind themselves to
practice in their daily lives.

Lesson from gathering in the A’rafah field:

Gathering in the field of A’rafah in Hajj is a compulsion. Millions of Muslims comes in A’rafah with
uncombed hair, with dusty faces, with simple clothes and with praises of Allah in their lips. It is an
amazing scene. There are no fights, no quarrels, no competition to be famous, no comparisons of high
or low status, no race as an issue, but with only one focus that all Muslims in there are Allah’s humble
servants. They are the believing brothers and sisters. They stay in there without envy, or worldly gains,
but they focus on reaping the fruits for their next life. The fruits are forgiveness from Allah, blessings
from Allah and the acceptance of dua etc. They dedicate their time and effort to gain the priceless
things that money or wealth cannot buy.

That gathering in A’rafah brings Muslims very close to Allah’s Mercy and Forgiveness. We find that fact
from a Hadis. Ayesha (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
said:
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“There is not a day than the day of A’rafah in which Allah relieves more servants from the Fire of
Hell. HE comes very close to them and expresses HIS pride for HIS servants with Angels, and HE
says, “Tell ME what they want? (I will give them what they want from ME).

[Muslim]

SO, what are the lessons we can learn from the Gathering in A’rafah? Some are below:

» Gathering on the Day of Judgment: It reminds Muslims that they have to gather before Allah
on the Day of Judgment in a larger scale like the gathering in A’rafah. On that Day, Allah will
gather the entire mankind for reckoning. Muslims always should remember about the Day of
Judgment, because it will remind them to avoid sinful actions that Allah has prohibited and will
encourage them to do good actions to receive rewards from Allah. The one remembers this
issue most, is the best Muslim.

> To be ready for the Day of Judgment: The Day of Judgment will be the point of no return. No
worships, no repents or no seeking forgiveness will be allowed on the Day of gathering in next
life. But the Hajj gathering on the day of A’rafah, is a chance for Muslims to repent, to be
corrected and to receive forgiveness from Allah. So, A’rafah gathering encourages Muslims to
seek forgiveness desperately, to be saved on the gathering in the Day of Judgment. After the
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Hajj when they return to their homes, they should be practicing the same practice as they did
in A’rafah.

> Best safety: In Hajj gathering Muslims supplicate to Allah to be saved from all the sufferings in
this life and in next life. It gives them the lesson that Allah is the best source of safety for
Muslims. They should stay connected with Allah through their 5 times prayers, remembrance
of Allah, and for their regular obedience to Allah’s commandments.

» Muslim unity: Millions of Muslims gather as one united family in the gathering of A’rafah. It
teaches them that, in A’rafah gathering they enjoy peace and security through unity in Faith
and Unity in the loyalty to Allah. If they follow the same faith and loyalty of Allah at home or in
this world, then Muslims will be united, and they will progress peacefully and happily.

» Fear of the Day of Judgment: Hajj gathering in A’rafah reminds Muslims about the Day of
Judgment. If they can hold on to that fear and avoid sins, then Allah will save them from the
troubles on the Day of Judgment and Allah will admit them into Paradise Insha Allah!

Therefore, the takeaways lesson from it is to practice in daily lives of Muslims. Muslims should focus
on learnings from the Hajj, and not just on the rituals. May Allah help us!

Lesson from stoning (Throwing pebbles) on pillars:

What is the story behind this stoning or throwing pebbles on the pillars? According to a narration,
Adam (peace be upon him) arrived in Mina, then Satan came near him. He threw stone on Satan and
Satan ran away. Like this Ibrahim (peace be upon him) came to sacrifice his son (Ismael) in Mina,
Satan arrived in there to discourage him from sacrificing. He also threw stone on Satan and Satan ran
away. Later, the exact place, where they stoned Satan was built pillars to identify the place. These
pillars are called “Jamrah”. There are 3 Jamrah as following:

1. Jamrah Ulaa: From Makkah side it is the first pillar near Masjid Khaief.
2. Jamrah Usta: The 2nd one.
3. Jamrah Aqabah or Jamaratul Qubra: (Returning from A’rafah stoning begins from this one)

Some people think that the STONE is thrown. It is not Stone. It is pebbles. Stones are bigger in size,
and pebbles are very small sized stones. So, one must remember, one should not throw a stone on
pillars to avoid any injury. Also, some people may misunderstand that the pebbles are thrown to
Satan. No! Not to Satan, because Satan is not physically present in there. Then, on what do they throw
the Pebbles? They throw pebbles on a symbol of Satan. This pebbles throwing is for learning lessons,
or for reminder, or for motivations etc. Therefore, pilgrims should focus on the lessons from there.
They should ask questions to increase the knowledge around pebbles throwing such as, why is it, or
what is the purpose of it, or what does it remind me, or what motivation | should learn from it, or what
can | take away from it? While they are in Hajj, it is the best time to ask the learned people. Learning
about Islam and increasing knowledge about Islam is the best form of Zikr during Hajj. When pilgrims
are not busy, they should make their camp as study circle instead of talking about lesser important
thinks. | shall highlight a few take aways from pebbles throwing just to stimulate the ideas, and |
expect the readers will study more insha Allah! Some take aways are below:

> Following Sunnah: First, throwing pebbles on the pillars is Sunnah (Prophet’s teaching).
Sunnah is what was practically done by the prophet of Allah, Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon
him), and since then it has become a tradition. Muhammad (peace be upon him) had done
that as to finalise this tradition. Pilgrims do it to follow the same Sunnah. So, the lesson is that
Muslims follow the Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger in Hajj by throwing pebbles and the same
way, they will follow all Sunnah of Allah’s messenger in their day-to-day life. They will take
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away that spirit, and in their worship, manner, character, dealings, and actions they will learn
what was prophet’s Sunnah, and they will take the Sunnah as their standard.

Disgust to Satan: Satan hates humans and works hard to deviate them from Allah’s guidance
to take them in the Hell Fire with him. Satan is sent away from Allah’s Mercy due to his
defiance, disobedience and arrogance, and the same way he wants to inspire humans to be
like him to receive failures and sufferings. Allah informed about Satan’s mission in the Holy
Quran and advised believers to know about their enemy Satan who humiliated their original
parents (Adam and Hawa) in Paradise by deceiving them. Throwing pebbles is the symbol of
expressing believers disgust to Satan. The lesson from it is that Satan wanted to misguide
Ibrahim (Peace be upon him), and Allah guided Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) to take Allah’s
refuge and drive the Satan away. Similarly, pilgrims will go back to their daily lives, and they
will drive Satan away from everything they do. They will be careful about which inspiration from
Satan, and they will follow Allah’s guidance taught by HIS Messenger. The way they show their
disgust to Satan by throwing pebbles, the same way they will maintain distance from Satanic
works, will never take Satan as their friends but as enemy, and by doing that they will receive
Allah’s Mercy.

Expression of enmity: No one throws Stones to a friend or to a stranger until one is sure that
the visitor is his extreme enemy. The biggest enemy of mankind is Satan, and most people do
not know about it. A considerable amount of information in the Holy Quran is about Satan and
his tactics, and with examples how much damage he did to Allah’s vicegerents. So, Allah has
warned the humans to take their enemy Satan as enemy, not to take any chance to be
deceived by Satan. But in practical life, Satan takes chance from people’s ignorance, and
carelessness and in many ways manages to deceive people, misguides them and take them
away from Allah’s Path. In Hajj, Allah wants the believers to throw pebbles to give them a
practical lesson to take home. The lesson is, they must be careful about their enemy Satan,
and to be saved from his deception they should turn to Allah. They must follow Allah’s
guidance that Allah’s messenger has taught completely (100%) to be saved from Satan.

To be sure that Satan is defeated: Would you stone someone who is innocent and free from
any crime? You would not. But if someone is proven guilty for a horrendous crime, then in
some country the law permits to stone them, or in other words to punish them. Throwing
pebbles to Satan (Symbol) is a practical example that Satan is proven guilty as a criminal by
the Judgment of Allah, and in Hajj, pilgrims join in by punishing him. Satan’s crime was not
against one individual, but his crime was and is against the entire humanity. That’s why, in
throwing pebbles every year millions of pilgrims participate. The lesson from it is that
eventually Satan is only a deceiver without power, and Allah is Almighty and if we take Satan’s
inspiration to lead our lives, Allah will punish us with Satan, and we will be defeated. Like
Satan has no power against Allah, similarly, if we follow Satan we have no power against Allah.
Or if we carry on doing sinful actions for Satan’s inspiration, we will be defeated, and we will be
punished as Satan is punished. If all the pilgrims take away those lessons, inshallah they will
be the best servants of Allah deserving the best rewards from Allah.

Again, what does it mean in our daily lives if we practice our disgust, enmity, and disconnection with
Satan by throwing pebbles at him during Hajj? It means, we can do good actions in our daily lives that
Satan discourages us from doing, such as we can be regular in 5 times Salah, we can connect
ourselves with the Holy Quran in learning, teaching and practicing according to it, we can practice
fairness and justice in all levels, we can respect and give human rights as Allah guided, we can
practice best manners and characters as Allah’s Messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him) has
taught us, and we can be the best people. Satan wants all the opposite things from us, and if we truly
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feel disgust about Satan, then we must show disgust to all Satanic actions in our lives. Holy Quran
guides the believers with a valuable advice, and that is:

M\m\w\y‘g&d MJA\JGMLAJ\ \\9&03&&33'9@53@.&3\0\

“Surely, Satan is an enemy to you: So, treat him like an enemy. He only calls to his followers, so
that they may (also) be companions of the blazing Fire.”
[Al-Quran 35:6]

Lesson from sacrificing animals:

Sacrificing animals in the name of Allah is called Qurbani. Hon Ayesha (May Allah be pleased with her)
narrated:

]
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“That the Messenger of Allah (£) said: "A human does no other action from the actions on the day
of Nahr more beloved to Allah then spilling blood (of sacrificial animals). On the Day of
Judgement, it will appear with its horns, and hair, and hooves, and indeed the blood will be
accepted by Allah from where it is received before it even falls upon earth, so let your heart
delightinit."

[Tirmidi]

Allah tested Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) to see whether he surrendered to Allah fully or not. To test
that Allah asked him to sacrifice his own beloved child Ismael. When Ibrahim (peace be upon him)
was going to slaughter his own son, Allah called him to stop. Allah was pleased on him and on his son
and replaced his son with a Ram. Since then, Qurbani became a tradition to sacrifice an animal as a
symbol of sacrificing oneself totally for the sake of Allah. Today, Qurbani is a well-known
phenomenon, and people from all walks of life know about it. Some want to know why it is, or what is
the purpose of it, or what is to learn from it in our daily lives. Many people from different faiths ask me
these questions, and | feel honoured to be asked because | can see their genuine eagerness to learn

about my religion, and | feel honoured to answer them.

Muslims are the first people who should ask these questions again and again to remind ourselves
about the lessons from Qurbani because we have voluntarily accepted this religion, submitted to
Allah and we renew our promise to Allah at least 17 times daily that we shall only worship (Obey,
follow the lessons that comes from Allah) Allah. In 5 times Salah we renew our contract with Allah by
saying:

& u.aﬂim'dlé! Y 'd\;!

“You "alone’ we worship and You "alone’ we ask for help.”
[Al-Quran 1: 5]

Qurbani is a worship, and Allah has commanded pilgrims to do it, and pilgrims should do it, and they
should increase their understanding about the wisdom of doing it and about learning the lessons from
it for greater benefits in their lives. Doing a good thing is a good thing, but doing it with understanding is
a better thing, and doing it with understanding to learn lessons to practice those lessons in life is the
best action. Which action believers must take? The good one, or the better one or the best one? We
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should target for the best option to compete in righteousness because Allah loves those who are
righteous.

Now, let me highlight a few lessons from the Qurbani. Those lessons should be part of our daily lives
for our own success insha Allah!

>

WHOM must we love most: Allah tested prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) about the love.
The test was whether he loved his son more than Allah. He proved that he loved Allah more
than his beloved son. This is the lesson for us. We must love Allah more than anything because
to Allah we belong and to HIM is our return. Our life, wealth, children, and happiness are all
Allah’s gifts. Sometimes we forget that Allah gave us gifts and HE can take it away. We forget
that we should thank Allah for those gifts, and when Allah takes away some of HIS gifts, we
should be happy with HIS decisions. Instead, some become possessive with those gifts,
become arrogant and proud, and do not love Allah by obeying Allah’s commands in daily lives.

WHOM must we obey at all times: Shall we obey Allah only when we find it easy, or when it is
suitable for our selfish desires, or in our good times, or when we have nothing much to lose,
and disobey Allah in calamity, in sacrificing loved things, or in giving money as charity, or going
through hardship to obey Allah all the time? Qurbani was the test for that lesson, and Ibrahim
(peace be upon him) obeyed Allah without question because he proved to be the sincere
servant of Allah. If some Muslims divide their loyalty based on suitability, greed and selfish
desires, then they will probe themselves as conditional Muslims, not the complete 100%
Muslims. Hajj is the symbol of sacrifice in general for the pleasure of Allah, and Qurbani is also
an additional reminder that Muslims must obey Allah in any situation.

What to sacrifice for Allah: Is sacrificing the animal enough lesson from the Qurbani? If
someone thinks that during Qurbani season, he shall sacrifice a big animal without sacrificing
selfishness or greed in himself, will it be a sufficient lesson from the Qurbani? If he thinks that
way, then he did not understand the pure lesson from the Qurbani. He must remember, Allah
ordered the Qurbani on the humans (Son of Ibrahim peace be upon him), and he wanted total
giving, or total surrendering with life? When the father and son surrendered their life to Allah,
then Allah ransomed his son with a ram, but tradition alive to teach believers that they must
sacrifice their ego, arrogance, selfishness, envy, cruelty, inhuman action, oppression,
unfairness to abuse human right, their bad manners and character, their haram cravings, their
haram belief such as SHIRK, and their haram consumption and actions. Therefore, from
Qurbani, Muslims must learn to sacrifice all the Haram things, and to adhere to all the Halal
things. That is part of Tagwa, and Allah wants believers to learn the lesson of Tagwa from
Qurbani.

To remember the owner: When believers slaughter an animal in the name of Allah by the
praises of Allah’s Glory, “Allahu Akbar,” what does it remind them? It reminds them that Allah
is the real owner of the animals, not any other untrue gods. Every slaughter is a reminder that
we are beggars of Allah’s bounties, and we must not dedicate our sacrifice to false gods. This
lesson is very important because it sets the tone of believer’s mindset. They always remember
that they are living every second of their lives in Allah’s Mercy, and they do not own anything,
and Allah provides for everything. That spirit saves them from SHIRK (Joining partners with One
Allah) and keeps their soul pure. Therefore, Qurbani is a declaration of TAWHID (Oneness of
Allah), and this beautiful tradition (Reminder) began from Prophet Ibrahim (Peace upon him).
Again, the lesson from Qurbani includes humility to Allah without arrogance, and always to
worship Allah with humility.

To thank Allah: We must take Allah’s name when we do the Qurbani. It reminds us that Allah
has provided for us meat, wool, skin and bones of animals, and all are for our benefit. Without
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Allah’s provisions, we cannot survive for a second. So many people are enjoying the food,
drinks, fruit etc in this life without pondering Who gave it? Or did all of it come from nowhere?
Whom should we give thanks to for all these provisions? Islam teaches the believers to
remember that Allah has given the provisions, and that’s why, they must always give thanks to
Allah. Qurbani reminds Muslims that their hearts should be filled with thanks to Allah, and for
it, Allah will increase more bounties for them.

> To learn compassion: Qurbani meat is blessed because it is done in the name of Allah, with
the thanks to Allah, and to follow Allah’s messenger’s tradition for the holy intention. In the
Qurbani, gaining name or fame, or showing off, or pride and arrogance, or selfish intentions, or
the greedy desires has no room. Instead, Qurbani teaches to share and care. For example,
Allah recommends that Qurbani meat to be eaten by the Qurbani giver as well as the those
who are poor. What is the main lesson in the sharing with poor and others? This is the lesson
to be compassionate, to be kind and to look after one another as humans. Islam has given
rights of families, relatives, friends, neighbours, communities and fellow humans. We must
take care of one another for the pleasure of Allah, and Qurbani teaches us to be
compassionate.

In conclusion, Qurbani teaches us the total submission to Allah by sacrificing all the harmful things
inside us. Allah has guided mankind with comprehensive, holistic, and complete guidance to sacrifice
bad things, and to adhere good things in every aspect of our life. The true spirit of Qurbani is to give up
all the bad things and to do all the best things. Holy Quran summarized this conceptin a verse:
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“Say: my Salah, my sacrifice, my life and my death all are dedicated in the obedience to Allah,

the Lord of the universe.”
[Al-Quran 6:162]

Lesson from Holy Prophet’s sermon in Hajj:

Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) delivered a brief sermon, but full of lessons, in the Hujjatul Widaa
(goodbye Haijj). His every word is full of lessons for the Muslims as well as for the whole mankind. |
shall point out a few points only briefly to keep the size of the chapter short. His short yet valuable
speech (Sermon) is recorded in Hadis’s. One of those Hadis is recorded in Sahih Muslim, and the
Hadis is narrated by Hon Jabir ibn Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) briefly below.

Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) reminded very important aspects for the peace and harmony,
fairness and human rights and for the guidance to pass the life test for the Paradise in the next life.
From this Hadis, | shall put the highlighted points below:
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“Your life and wealth are honourable to each other as this Day, this month, and this city is
honourable.”
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“All bad deeds from the days of ighorance are cancelled, the blood revenge of ighorance age is
cancelled, and | am cancelling the blood revenge of Ibn Rabia ibn Haris (From my tribe) ..."
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“The complex interest from the days of ighorance is cancelled and | am cancelling the complex
interest of my uncle Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib.”

A Gl b oA a8 Ll b al | gl
“You must fear Allah about your wives, you have taken them as trust from Allah.”
A8 IS 4y Bl ¢ 533 | gl 1 a a8, 85 M
“l am leaving the Book of Allah with you, if you hold on to it, you won’t be misguided.”
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“When you will be questioned by Allah about me, what would you say? In response the audience
said: We shall witnhess that you have passed Allah’s message to us, you have performed your
duties, and you have wanted best for us. Then he (peace be upon him) pointed his finger towards
heaven and said 3 times, “O Allah! YOU be witnhess”

[MUSLIM]

Now, from the above sermon we can extract a few lessons:

» Cancellation of hatred and harm: He (peace be upon him) made killing, and robbing etc
prohibited. Before him in the ignorance age, people were harming and hating one another, and
they were after revenge, bloodshed and had no peace and harmony. In his historical sermon
he blocked the deeds that bring unhappiness. This policy of respecting another’s life and
belongings are a mercy is not only for Muslims but for the entire mankind. The extra-ordinary
thing is after receiving so much injury, hurt, and persecution from the Quraish cruelty, here he
is standing before 100,000 people, and instead of motivating them to take revenge, kill and
dishonour, he is inspiring believers to take the path of peace, to break the chain of vendetta,
and to forgive to receive healing and to establish a harmonious relationship between humans
by respecting and honouring one another’s life and property. The lesson for Muslim is that they
should learn this extra-ordinary quality of honouring people’s life, property and honour and
they should lead humanity by example.

» Cancellation of economic slavery: Complex interest system was making few people rich
and others poor. He (peace be upon him) brought a fair economy based on profit and loss
sharing in his historical sermon. This fair economic policy is not only beneficial for Muslims but
beneficial for entire mankind. After so much suffering, and oppression from others, he showed
that he came to build a better world with fairness. His aim was never to be rich, to accumulate
lots of wealth. No, he took the path towards mercy for the mankind. He stood up for the
disadvantaged and vulnerable, abolished the usury to remove economic oppression.
Economic oppression is a big problem in this world. It creates disparity between humans,
some become too rich to act like gods, it creates class system by making some humans better
than others to cause suffering. The lesson for Muslims in this; is that they must follow the fair
Islamic economic system, pay the poor due to share the wealth around, follow the profit & loss
sharing business to establish fair system to give equal space for everyone to grow etc.
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» Advice and pioneering in action: He (peace be upon him) did not just cancel the wrong
tradition or did not give order for others to follow. Many leaders advise others without
practicing it. He (Peace be upon him) led by example. He was always first to practice
encouraging others to follow him. He (peace be upon him) taught that Allah dislikes people
who advise others to do the good things when they themselves do not practice it. He (Peace be
upon him) was an ideal role model appointed by Allah. So, we see the example here that he
offered forgiveness on behalf of his tribe, and then he cancelled usury from his family
member. This is extra-ordinary character, and most people cannot be an ideal exemplar like
him (Peace be upon him). The lesson for Muslims is that they must practice what they preach.

> Rights of family members: Happiness for a society has got to start from the family because
family is the main unit in the society. Happiness in families comes when both husband and
wife respect each other’s right by discharging their duties. Happiness comes if both are with
best moral character and Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) addressed that key point for the
spouses. Again, rights and responsibilities between spouses is not only beneficial for Muslims
but for the entire mankind. The important aspect here is that he began his advice with, “Fear
Allah about your wives,” and “You have taken them as trust from Allah.” These two points are
exceptional in Islamic marriage philosophy. Islamic marriage is between a male and female
keeping Allah as witness and exchanging vows in the name of Allah. That makes the vows a
holy vow with responsibility. It means, in the name of Allah, when they take one another as
spouse, they take an Amaanah (Trust) in Allah’s name. For it, they will be accountable in
Allah’s Court on the Day of Judgment in the next life. For this philosophy, Islamic marriage
comes with responsibility to one another with accountability. The lesson for Muslims here is
that they must take their marriage responsibly with the fear of accountability to Allah. If they
do that, their marriage will have more endurance, they can give each other’s rights, they can
earn rewards, and they can find unity in marriage to be happy and to work together to be happy
in the Paradise forever.

» Book of guidance: With other prophets when they passed away, their teachings also
disappeared gradually, or people later mixed up the real teaching with their cultures, traditions
and what their desire wanted. Often, due to the suitability of rulers, they asked scholars to
bring changes in the holy scriptures. That is not the case with the Holy Quran. Allah sent the
Holy Quran as the final masterpiece that summarized all the teachings of all the prophets.
Then, because no other messenger is going to come, Allah protected the holy Quran from
corruption. That’s why, he (Peace be upon him) could say confidently that he would go one
day, but the divine guidance Al-Quran will stay always as pure. Therefore, the guidance will be
there, and one needs to follow it. The lesson here for Muslims is that they must hold on to the
Quran to be successful. Therefore, they must read, understand, and follow Quranic guidance
in their talks, gestures, manners, behaviours, actions, dealings, human relations, economics,
enjoyments, human rights, justice and fairness etc.

» Feedback: Seeking for feedback is a sign of sincerity, honesty, courage, confidence, caring
and high responsibility. He (Peace be upon him) had all of them in his personality. He was a
messenger of Allah, Allah has certified him about his high moral character, and Allah has
offered HIS unconditional forgiveness for him. So, he (peace be upon him) did not need to ask
people to say whether he had done his duties. But he (peace be upon him) did that. The
question is why did he do that or what was the wisdom behind it? The answer is that he (Peace
be upon him) wanted to teach believers (And mankind) about taking the feedback. Taking
feedback will remove arrogance in them, will be an assessment about their performances, will
teach them where they are weak or strong (He, peace be upon him, was perfect), and they
could fix if there were any mistakes before appearing to Allah’s court. Therefore, husbands,
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wives, brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, teachers, students, leaders or followers, all should
practice taking feedback. Feedback increases confidence, removes misunderstanding, allows
to learn and correct before being questioned by Allah on the Day of Judgment in HIS Court.

» Humility and love: Try to feel holy prophet’s sermon and reflect on it. | tried it, and | felt the
selflessness, love and caring for others in him. | did not find anything that he asked from
others. | can’t hear anything that asked for power, or money, or position despite his dedicated
followers were ready to anything for him. Did he ask any special favour for his family, for any
race or group? No, his speech was on universal needs, and he represented all mankind. He
was so selfless, and his only concern was how humanity will benefit, will prosper, will be
saved from sufferings and discriminations. The lesson for Muslims here is that they should
take care of Allah’s creations, and Allah will take care of them. They should be kind to others,
and Allah will be kind to them. May Allah bestow peace and mercy on Muhammad (Peace be
upon him), his family, and companions, Ameen!

In conclusion, Muhammad (peace be upon him) was sent as a messenger of Allah for the entire
mankind. That’s why in his message one can find policies to benefit people, not just a group but for all.
His message has universality.
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Chapter 6: Some terms used in Hajj

Hajj:
Hajj is pilgrimage to Makkah for the sake of Allah to do certain duties. It is Fard (Compulsory) on
Muslims once in their lifetime for those who can afford the journey. Some aspects of Hajj are:

» Hajj intention must be made during Hajj season. The season is about 2 and half months which
is (as Islamic calendar) Shawal, Julgada and up to 10th of Julhijj.

» Hajj must be done during Hajj days and that is from 8th Julhijj to 13th Julhijj.

» Hajj is compulsory once in lifetime for those who can afford but a Muslim can perform Hajj
more than once. Extra Hajj will be considered as voluntary Hajj.

» Hajj has duties in different places such as (mainly) in Ka’ba area for Tawaf, In between Safa
and Marwa, Mina town, A’rafah field, Muzdalifa area.

> Haijj has extra duties than Umrah such as staying in A’rafah, staying in Muzdalifa, staying in
Mina, stoning on Jamrah, Qurbani etc.

» If a Muslim does not perform Hajj despite ability will commit grievous sin.

Three types of Hajjs:

Ifrad Hajj: Doing only Hajj in Hajj time, without Umrah Hajj with it, is called Ifrad Hajj. In this type of
Hajj, Qurbani is not necessary. The Hajji who performs Ifrad Hajj is called Mufrid. In this Hajj, pilgrims
need one lhram (One intention) from the beginning to the end.

Tamattu Hajj: In Hajj Month, performing Umrah first, then having a break and then performing Hajj is
called Tamattu Hajj. In Tamattu Hajj 2 Ihram (Intention with Labbaika and dress for lhram) necessary.
Firstly, one will make Ihram for Umrah Hajj. After finishing Umrah Hajj the pilgrim will break the lhram
and will become normal and will be away from lhram obligations. Then the pilgrim will wait until the
start of Hajj. He or she will make 2nd Ihram for main Hajj and complete all the Hajj duties. The person
who does Tamattu Hajj is called Mutammatti. In this Hajj Qurbani is necessary.

Qiran Haijj: This Hajj is done in one lhram both Umrah and Hajj. It is the hardest form of Hajj because
in it, after Umrah no break of lhram. It means not free from Ihram obligation. So, with one Ihram, one
would do the Umrah Hajj first and then without breaking the Ihram would continue main Hajj duties
until it ends. Whoever does this Hajj is called Qaren. It is the hardest option of Hajj and the reward for
itis highest as well.

Umrah Hajj:
Umrah Hajj is bit different than main Hajj. Some differences are:

» Umrah Haijj is not Fard (Compulsory) according to Imam Abu Hanifa (May Allah send mercy on
him). He says, it is Sunnah but if someone makes intention for it or begins doing it, then to
complete it becomes a Fard (Compulsion). The exception is, Imam Shafi says that it is also
Fard on those who can afford, and he depends on the evidence in the Quran where Allah says:
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“And complete the Hajj and Umrah in the service of Allah.”
[Al-Quran 2:196].

Allah knows best.
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Umrah duties are lesser than Hajj duties. Such as, it does not include duties in A’rafah,
Muzdalifa or in Mina.

For Umrah, the places are limited too such as Ka’ba, Mount Safa and Marwah.

Umrah can be done any time. The timing is not fixed as Hajj.

Umrah can be done with Hajj too.

Umrah does not include Qurbani.

YV V VYV

Meekat:

Meekat is the boundary for making Ihram. For outsiders (not from Makkah) they must make lhram
(Ihram and Labbaika) from the selected places. Whenever they will cross those boundaries whether in
land transport, or in ship or airlines they must make Ihram on those Meekat. But for those who come
from within these boundaries, they must make lhram from their own house. These boundaries are
fixed by the teachings of Holy Prophet (peace be upon him). We find it in a Hadis below:
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“Holy Messenger (peace be upon hon) has determined Meekat for Pilgrims from Madinah
Julhulaifa, from Syria side Juhfah, for Nazd side pilgrims Qarnul Manaajil, and for Yemen side
pilgrims Yalamlam. Pilgrims from all over the world should come from these 4 Meekat for Hajj or
Umrah. Those who live inside those Meekat, they should make intention from their homes, or the

nearer ones will make lhram from Makkah city.”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

S\\

If we breakdown the Hadis for easier understanding, then we can find the following as useful:

> Julhulaifa: For people from Madinah side,

> Juhfa: For the pilgrims from Syria side,

» Qarnul Manaaijil: For the pilgrims from Nazd side,

» Yalamlam: For the pilgrims coming from Yemen side.

Pilgrims from all over the world will come through one of those borders and they must use those
Meekat for Ihram as they come in. But those who comes from inside these boundaries should make
their Ihram in their own houses. Even Makkan pilgrims will make Ihram from Makkah.

lhram:

lhram is making intention either for Hajj or for Umrah, for intention and saying Talbia (Labbaika
Allahumma Labbaik). In intention they will say, Labbaika Hajjan or Labbaika Umrahtan. Ihram is the
first Fard action (compulsory action) in Hajj. The significance of Fard action is, because it is a
compulsory action, if anyone misses it, then Hajj won’t be accepted. That’s why in Hajj or Umrah a
Hajj must not miss any Fard actions. That also reminds Muslims that they must learn about the rules
of Hajj before they set upon their journey, to make sure that they are not missing any compulsory
actions or anything else necessary. Once a Haijji makes lhram, he/she is called Muhrim. Muhrim is
prohibited to do quite a few things during his or her lhram period, such as sleeping with spouse,
cutting nails or hair, cutting grass in that Hajj area or hunting and so on. So, pilgrims must learn all
these well before they take the trip for Umrah or Hajj.

Page | 100



Talbia:

Talbia is a dua (Supplication) or a glorification to the praises of Allah, or a kind of responsive words to
the Highness of Allah. It is a part of Ihram, and it must be said by pilgrims’ lots and lots. The Talbia is
as following taught by Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him).

Abdullah ibn Umar (May Allah be pleased with both) said, “I heard Holy prophet (Peace be upon him)
with uncombed hair saying:
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(Labbaika Allahumma Labbaik, Labbaika laa shareeka laka Labbaik. Innal Hamda wan-ni’mata laka
wal-Mulk. Laa shareeka lak.)
“l am present O Allah! | am present to YOUR service O Allah! YOU have no partners. Surely, all
the Praises and blessing are YOURS and the total sovereignty is YOURS. YOU have no partners.)”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

Tawaf:

Tawaf means circling around something. In Islamic terms it means, circling around the Sacred House
in a certain manner. Beginning from the corner of the Black Stone going around the Sacred House and
coming back to the black Stone is called one “Showth.” Such 7 Showth makes one Tawaf. The circling
is on the left meaning anticlockwise. It begins from the Black Stone and ends at the Black Stone. To
make a Tawaf, pilgrims must go around the Sacred House 7 times. For outsider pilgrims, they are
recommended to do 3 times Tawaf all together in their Hajj as following:

1. Tawaaful Qudum: When they enter Makkah from journey, they make this Tawaf. This Tawaf is
Sunnah. Sunnah Tawaf is very rewarding, but one can skip if there is essential reason.

2. Tawaaful Ifada: 2nd time in 10th of Julhijj, they come from Mina to do this Tawaf. It is also
called Tawwfuj-Jiaraah. THIS TAWAF IS FARD duty of the Hajj. It must be done to complete the
Hajj. Failing to do that Hajj will not be completed.

3. Tawaaful Wedah: It is called the Goodbye Tawaf to end the Haijj. This Tawaf is Wajib. Very
essential.

Romol:

In Tawaf, brisk walking or walking a bit fast is called Romol. Romolis done in the first 3 circling around
the Sacred House of Allah. In last 4 circling it is not necessary. Holy prophet (peace be upon him) did
Romol. Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said that Holy prophet (Peace be upon him) and his
companions did Romolin the first 3 circling of Tawaf.
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“lbn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him)
and his companions did UMRAH from J’RANAH. He (peace be upon him) walked faster 3 times
during circling HOUSE OF ALLAH.”

[Abu Dawood]

&
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Sa’ee:

Sa’ee is, going between the two mountains of Safa and Marwah as Hon Hazera (may Allah be pleased
with her) did for searching for water for her thirsty son. This is with walking and running (for men) which
is 7 times all together. Holy prophet (peace be upon him) did Sa’ee in his Hajj. It is mentioned in a long
Hadis, and | shall write here the relevant part only. Jabir ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him)
narrated:
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“He (peace be upon him) started from Mount Safa side, climbed the top of the Safa Mountain, did
supplication then came down and ran towards the Marwa Mountain and then climbed it gently to
the top and made supplication.”

[Muslim]

Uqufu A’rafah:

Staying in the field of A’rafah is called Uqufu A’rafah. It is also one of the Fard action in Hajj. The rule
is, if a Hajji stays in A’rafah even for a second between after mid-day of 9th Julhijj till before Fajr of 10th
Julhijj, then this Fard duty will be done and accepted. But staying in A’rafah from after mid-day of 9th
Julhijj until sunset is Sunnah. A’rafah is the name of a vast field. It stands between Makkah and
Muzdalifa. In this field, servants of Allah do special worship to get closer to Allah and Allah also
forgives HIS servants in A’rafah field lavishly. A’'mor ibn Shuaib has narrated through his father from
his grandfather that Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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“The best supplications of all supplications are the supplication in the in the Day of A’rafah. And
whatever Zikr (Remembering Allah with HIS praises) | did and other prophets before me did, among
those Zikr, the best Zikr is: Laa Ilaaha illallahu wahdahu laa shareeka lahu, Lahul mulku walahul
hamdu wa hua a’laa kulli shaien qadeer
(There are no gods but Allah, HE has no partners, for HIM all the praises and Sovereignty, and HE is

Almighty over all things).”
[Tirmidi]

Zamra:

Zamra is the pillars built to identify the place where Adam (peace be upon him), Ibrahim (peace be
upon him) threw Stones on Satan to drive him away. Satan came to confuse or discourage their duties.
But with stoning he failed and ran away. These spots are kept alive as a sign. So that with Allah’s help,
believers can defeat Satan in their life duties. There are 3 Zamra as following:

1. Zamratul Ulaa: From Makkah the first one.
2. Zamratul Usta: Zamra between Ulaa and Kubra.
3. Zamratul Qubra: The biggest one found coming from A’rafah to Mina.

Why Pilgrims throw pebbles on those pillars? Hon Ayesha (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated
that Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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“Throwing pebbles (at Zamra) and Sa’ee between Safa and Marwa are to establish the Zikr of
Allah.”
[Tirmidi. Daremy]

What does Zikr mean here? The meaning of Zikr here is, doing a duty to obey Allah without
questioning. Whether we understand or not, as Muslims we are required to follow Allah’s commands
and to follow HIS messenger’s teachings. Pilgrims do exactly that in throwing Stones. Allah asked
them to take Satan as their enemy because Satan is their open enemy. Throwing pebbles at the
symbol is the expression of enmity towards Satan. (Allah knows best).

Hady:

This word indicates to animals for Qurbani and these animals are sent into the Harem of Makkah for
sacrifice as part of their Hajj. In the age of idol worshipping, before the last prophet (peace be upon
him), they also used to send animals to Makkah for Qurbani. To prevent from loss or theft or robbery,
they used to put two kinds of marks on Qurbani animals:

a. Scratch ontop behind neck: They used to put a scratch mark on the top part of animal behind
the neck and before the back.

b. Shoes-garland: They also used to hang shoes garland on the animal neck. So, everyone used
to respect Qurbani animals for Hajj.

Even, this rule is prescribed in the Holy Quran:
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“0 you who believe! Do not change the holiness of the (sacred) Symbols of Allah, nor of the
Sacred Month of Ramadan, nor of the animals (Hady) brought for sacrifice, nor of the garlands (for

such animals) ...”
[Al-Quran 5:2]

Halq:

Shaving head for pilgrims or shortening hair of the pilgrims is called Halgq. It is also part of the Hajj. It is
Wajib. Waijib is like semi compulsory so it must be done. If one misses it, then penalty will apply for
the acceptance of Hajj. In both Umrah and Hajj, Halq is essential. The difference is:

> InUmrah: It must be done after Sa’ee between Safa and Marwa,
> In Hajj: It must be done in Mina after Qurbani in 10th of Julhijj.

> In Umrah and Hajj: If a Hajj does Umrah first then breaks the lhram to wait for the Hajj for next
Ihram again, then shortening hair is better to keep some hair for shaving after the Hajj.

For female, shortening of hair is the necessity, not shaving. After Hajj, for male shaving hair is the best
option because the Messenger of Allah made dua for them twice and made dua once for those who
shortened their hair. Abdullah ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Hadis:
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“Holy Messenger of Allah said in his Hajj: O Allah send YOUR mercy on those shaved their hair on
the head. Companions asked, O messenger of Allah, those who shortened their hair. He (peace
be upon him) said: O Allah send YOUR mercy on those shaved their hair on the head. Companions
asked, O messenger of Allah, those who shortened their hair. Then Messenger of Allah said: on
them those who shortened their hair.”

[Bukhari and Muslim]

Ahsar:

Ahsar means to be prevented from Hajj. For example, Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) was
prevented from Umrah Hajj in 6th Hijri by Quraish. People can be prevented by many reasons such as:

From sickness,
Airplane troubles,
Transport troubles,
Enemies,

Wars,

Visa troubles etc.

VVVVYVYYVYYVY

The rule is, if some pilgrims, after making Ihram is prevented from doing the Hajj, then they should:

> Do sacrifice of the Qurbani animal,

> Shave the hair,

> Breakthe lhram,

> And do Qada (make up) of the Hajj later. [Mishqgat]

Allah says in the holy Quran:
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“And complete the Hajj or Umrah in the service of Allah. But if you are prevented (from completing

it), send an offering for sacrifice, what you may find (afford).”
[Al-Quran 2:196]

Last Sermon of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

This sermon was delivered on the Ninth day of Dhul-Hijjah, 10 A.H. (623AD) in the Uranah valley of
Mount Arafat in Mecca. It was the occasion of annual rites of Hajj. It is also known as the Farewell
Pilgrimage.

After praising and thanking Allah the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) began with the words:

"0 People! Lend me an attentive edr, for | know not whether after this year I shall ever be
amongst you again. Therefore, listen carefully to what I am saying and take these words to those
who could not be present here today.”

"0 People! just as you regard this month, this day, this city as sacred, so regard the life and
property of every Muslim a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to their rightful
owners. Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you. Remember that you will indeed meet your Lord,

and that he will indeed reckon your deeds.”
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"Allah has forbidden you to take usury, therefore all interest obligation shall henceforth be
wadived. Your capital is yours to keep. You will neither inflict nor suffer any inequality. Allah has
judged that there shall be no interest and that all interest due to Abbas tbn 'Aal-Muttalib be

waived."

"Every right arising out of homicide in pre-Islamic days is henceforth waived and the first such
right that I waive is that arising from the murder of Rabiah ibni al-Harithiah."

"0 men! the unbelievers indulge in tampering with the calendar in order to make permissible that
which Allah forbade, and to prohibit what Allah has made permissible. With Allah the months are
twelve in number. Four of them are holy, there are sucessive and one occurs singly between the
months of Jumada and Shaban."

"Beware of Satan, for the safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will be able to lead
you astray in big things so beware of following him in small things.”

"0 People it is true that you have certain rights with regard to your women, but they also have
rights over you. Remember that you have taken them as your wives only under Allah's trust and
with His permission. If they abide by your right, then to them belongs the right to be fed and
clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well and be kind to them for they are your partners
and committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not make friends with any one of whom

you do not approve, as well never to be unchaste.”

"0 People! listen to me in earnest, worship Allah, say your five daily prayers, fast during month of
Ramadan, and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform Haj if you can afford it."

"All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab
has any superiority over dn Arab; also, a White has no superiority over a Black nor a Black has
dny superiority over d White except by piety and good action. Learn that every Muslim is a
brother to every Muslim dnd that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be
legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and willingly."

"Do not therefore do injustice to yourselves. Remember one day you will meet Allah and answer
your deeds. So beware, do not astray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.”

"0 People! No Prophet or dpostle will come after me dnd no new faith will be born. Reason well,
therefore O People! and understand words that I convey to you. I leave behind me two things, the
Quran dnd the sunnah and if you follow these you will never go astray.”

"All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others again; and may
the last ones understand my words better than those who listen to me directly.”

"0 Allah, be my witness, that | have conveyeo{ your message to Your people."

As part of this sermon, the prophet recited to them a revelation from Allah, which he had just
received, and which completed the Quran, for it was the last passage to be revealed:

This day the disbeliever's despair of prevailing dgainst your religion, so fear them not, but fear Me
(Allah)! This day have I perfected for you, your religion and fulfilled My favor unto you, and it
hath been My good pleasure to choose Islam for you as your religion. (Surah 5, Ayah 3)

The sermon was repeated sentence by sentence by Safwan’s brother Rabiah (RA), who had
powerful voice, at the request of the Prophet and he faithfully, proclaimed to over ten thousand
gathered on the occasion. Towards the end of his sermon, the Prophet dasked, "0 people, have I
faithfully delivered unto you, my message?” A powerful murmur of assents "0 Allah! yes!"arose
from thousands of pilgrims and the vibrant words "Allahumma Na'm," rolled like thunder
throughout the valley. The Prophet raised his forefinger and said: "0 Allah bear witness that I

have conveyed your message to your people.”
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Chapter 7: Preparation for Hajj

Why preparation?

Preparation is a basic need before any journey. Whether it is a brief journey, or long journey, people
take preparation according to the nature of the journey. If someone is invited to present a lecture in a
conference, that person prepares with enough study, or if another one is going to perform sports, also
prepares well to do better. When we visit a market for shopping, we go with preparation (such as with
money, transport, helpers etc). Preparation is the first step to make the journey go according to the
plan to achieve success. Every journey has a goal, and the preparation is around that goal to avoid
failure. That’s why, before Hajj journey, pilgrims need full preparation considering its goal, aim, and
ultimate success. This journey has special specifications, and not depending on the pilgrim’s wishes,
but the specifications from Allah Almighty, and it requires special preparation to meet all the
requirements to fulfil the rites of Hajj and to receive the highest goal from it.

Hajj is not a fun trip that one can go as he or she wishes. Hajj has totally different objective. What is
that objective? Why would one like to go for Hajj? The objectives of Hajj are mainly three:

1. To respond to Allah’s call: A Muslim must obey Allah. When Allah calls him/her, must
respond. Therefore, Allah calls for Hajj, a Muslim must obey Allah’s command. So, a Muslim
goes for Hajj when he/she can afford to obey Allah or to response to the call of Allah. What do
we do when we are invited to meet the King of a country? Do we make proper plan for it? Do we
take full preparation for it? Or we go carelessly? Now, Allah is the RULER of the mankind,
RULER of the Universe. When HE calls us to Hajj as HIS guests, don’t we take all the best
preparation for it? We need preparation to present ourselves in the proper manner. Allah
knows how pilgrims prepare themselves, and if they prepare properly, HE grants rewards for
their preparation.

2. Toreceive forgiveness: A Muslim obeys Allah with the belief that Allah will forgive, reward and
grant Paradise for him or her. So, a Muslim performs Hajj for receiving Allah’s forgiveness,
blessings and mercy. Again, if we go to a court to plea for forgiveness, do we go without
preparation? No, before we go, we learn the proper protocols, because we want the wishful
outcome. Similarly, before going to Hajj to get forgiven by Allah, do we not need preparation by
learning every rite of Hajj, which dua to say, where the dua to say, and how to say etc. Surely,
we need to do all the required learning, state of mind and intention, and ways to perform all
the duties as per the teaching of Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him). Insha Allah! With
our best intention and preparation, we can receive Allah’s Mercy and forgiveness in Hajj.

3. To mend ways of life: Hajj trains a Muslim how to fully surrender his/her mind, emotion,
desires to the will of Allah. It also trains Muslims to dedicate their life and wealth for the sake
of Allah as well. The objective for this is to mend their life from wrong ways to direct their lives
in Allah’s ways. Mending lives cannot be achieved overnight. If we practice wrong thing every
day, every month, every year for whole life, and go to Hajj for few days once in life and expect
to be changed in a few days to come back from Hajj like a newborn to start a new life, is that
possible. No, that is not possible because after the Hajj we return to the old setting of our life
and actions, and we follow the old habits without much change. That’s why, preparation for
change must start before Hajj to set up the right habits in life and then perform Hajj to renew
the promise strongly to be returned to the righteous habits after Hajj.

There is a saying, “Well prepared is half done,” and it is true in Hajj preparation as well. Pilgrims must
aim for the best preparation for Hajj for the main following reasons:
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1. To do everything right: They get one chance in life (most of them), because most of the
pilgrims cannot afford to perform Hajj every now and then. Most of them, with their life savings
can afford once in life. So, they need to make sure, in their preparation, they understand the
right ways for Hajj, they learn the correct knowledge, they rehearse many of their learnings to
make sure they do not forget, and they prepare their heart and soul rightly to reap the rewards
from the Hajj.

2. To avoid mistakes: After all the sacrifices, when they take their holy journey to Hajj, and they
make mistakes due to their lack of preparation, then is it fair? It is not. They had their whole
life, or before Hajj a few months, to take intensive preparation to learn, to understand well,
and to be confident with all rites and purposes. If they do not prepare themselves properly,
they will make mistakes when they are overwhelmed in the Hajj. Some pilgrims make big
mistakes by using their preparation time with lesser important things (Such as shopping,
gatherings, feeding relatives), and leave the most important thing for the last minute (Such as
learning all the rules of Hajj). They think that Hajj lessons are easy to master in a few days, but
it is a big mistake. Hajj lessons must be the priority in best preparation to avoid mistakes in
Hajj. Some mistakes are fatal, such as missing a Fard action costs the Hajj as it is not
accepted at all. For missing Wajib actions they must sacrifice animal to remedy it. So, to avoid
mistakes and risks, Hajj preparation is essential.

3. To achieve the goal: After all the hard work, sending money, and using energy, what does a
pilgrim expect? Failure or success? An accepted Hajj or a rejected Hajj? Forgiveness and
rewards from Hajj or the punishment. Hajj is like a double-edged sword. Hajj in right way is
earning Allah’s mercy, and Hajj in defiant way earns Allah’s wrath. For example, a pilgrim uses
ill-gotten (Haram) money for Hajj, and then commit Haram actions during Hajj, then he is going
to earn sins not the rewards. That point makes Hajj preparation very important to achieve the
desired goal which is accepted Hajj for Allah’s Mercy.

4. To change life to be righteous: Allah’s Paradise is conditional. To receive it, two main things
are required. One is sincere faith, and another is righteous actions. Before Hajj, a pilgrim
needs to start preparation to be righteous, then take the inspiration during the Hajj in righteous
actions, and then after returning to carry on righteous actions. That continuity in righteousness
is the key to gain Paradise from Allah, Insha Allah. To bring the righteous habits, attitudes,
hearts and minds, actions and dealings, preparations is required without ceasing efforts.

To conclude, Hajj should be a blessing for Muslims, and for that they also should be prepared for it to
follow its teachings in life. Preparation should include the basic questions such as, what is Hajj for
me, what should | do in Hajj, what are wrong things | must avoid in Hajj, what are the right things | must
do in Hajj without mistakes, what makes my Hajj accepted or what makes my Hajj cancelled, and
what do | take away from Hajj to practice in my day-to day life etc. Therefore, Hajj is a spiritual journey
for Allah. It is special, and it requires special preparations as well. | have included this chapter on
“preparation for Hajj” to give some examples for Muslims to widen the thinking about Hajj for more
benefits.

Repenting in preparation:

Before Hajj one must change the bad ways of life. One must do the self-assessment seriously to
identify all the wrongdoing in him/herself. Self-assessment is a very good thing. It is like judging
oneself in a most respectful manner. When other people judge us, we feel hurt. But when we judge
ourselves, we do not feel humiliated. Every Muslim should have a judgmental fair mind to judge own
doings. The benefits of self-judgment are huge, such as:

» It makes one wiser,
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It makes one learn how to self-check own shortcomings,

It removes arrogance and makes one humble. An arrogant mind never thinks that he/she might
have done something wrong. That mentality prevents him/her from self-checking,

It saves from humiliations. Before other tells off one can mend,

It allows one to see own wrong-doing, own sins,

It allows to feel remorse for own wrongdoing,

It motivates to seek Allah’s forgiveness,

It allows to seek forgiveness before too late, before death,

It motivates one to repent to Allah and be clean from sins through Allah’s forgiveness,

It also guides people to seek forgiveness from their human victims to be saved from becoming
accused on the Day of Judgment and to be forced to pay compensation to the victims etc.

A\
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To start with, part of the best preparation, a Pilgrim should repent to Allah for all the sins, wrong
manners, unfair dealings and relationships etc. In the repentance one should include:

Identify sinful actions in him/her,

Admit to Allah for those sins,

Feel true remorse for those sins (Disobedience to Allah),

Apologise to Allah for all the wrongs, and apologise to the person(s) you victimised,
Promise to Allah that you won’t do it again,

Take U-turn from the wrongdoing, change your direction to righteous deeds,

» And beg Allah to forgive you etc.

VVVYVYVYYVYYVY

Repenting for bad deeds is a good start towards mending, changing directions and towards becoming
a full surrendered servant to Allah. Hajj wants you to be good like that, so you need to start preparing
yourself as a good Muslim before Hajj. If you do not prepare before Hajj, then you will go to Hajj with a
sinful mind and you won’t be able to benefit from Hajj much. For example, to get good vegetables you
need to prepare the soil first. Prepared soil will allow the vegetable to grow well. Otherwise in hard,
unprepared soil vege will struggle.

Our hearts and minds need preparation, and the best preparation is to remove sins from them. Once
sins are removed, it is clean and a clean heart and mind resonate with the mercy of Allah, forgiveness
of Allah, love of Allah well. But dirty heart with sin does not resonate well and it loses the benefits of
Hajj. Allah accepts repentance from those who give up sins and repent soon, Allah says in the Holy
Quran:
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“Allah accepts only the repentance of those who do evilinighorance and foolishness and repent
soon afterword; to them will Allah turn in Mercy: For Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom.”
[Al-Quran 4:17]

Seek forgiveness from others:

Before going to Hajj, Muslims should change their life for the better. In their life they deal with family,
friends, neighbours, work mates, community members and so on. They might hurt others intentionally
or unintentionally in their dealings. They might have been dishonest with someone. They might have
outstanding quarrels with neighbours, with family members. They might be part of abuse, violence,
unfairness, oppression, and unhappiness in the society directly or indirectly. Pilgrims are humans too,
and they are not free from errors in life. It is very important that believers are aware of their
shortcomings. It helps them to feel humble, to self-check, and to be a better righteous person all the
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time. If any Muslim is acutely not aware of it, can take the arrogant direction, may do many wrong
things against humanity (small or big) without feeling sorry, and they may be deprived from seeking
forgiveness from their victims.

Why seeking forgiveness from others is a best practice? Why it is very beneficial? The reason is, if they
have done wrong, then that is a great problem. Because violating Allah’s creation’s rights is a big sin.
On the Day of Judgment, the victims may seek compensations, and the compensation would be giving
away own good deeds to the victims. If the sins are related to Allah’s rights, Allah may forgive with
repentance, but if the sins are related to human’s right, then Allah does not interfere with it. It means;
to receive forgiveness to be saved from punishment, the oppressor must seek forgiveness from the
victim. To understand this, we should remind ourselves with a Hadis:
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Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
Do you know who is poor? Companions said, among us that person is poor who has ho money or
wealth. Then Holy prophet (peace be upon him) said: On the Day of Judgment such person will the
poorest among my followers, who would come with Salah, Fasting and Charity (etc) from this life,
and with it some have scolded others, has done scandal mongering against others, or has
grabbed others property wrongly, or has killed someone and has beaten someone (etc.). So,
his/her good deeds will be given to the victims (as compensation), if his/her good deeds finish
before giving all the compensations to victims, then the wrong doer must take sins from the
victims. Then he/she will be thrown into the Hell Fire.”
[Muslim]

So, from this Hadis it becomes clear about human rights on Muslims. Any breach in human rights will
have serious consequences on the Day of Judgement. So, if a Muslim truly wants to be clean from sins
through Hajj, then must seek forgiveness from people too before going to the Hajj. This way, Hajj also
can change him/her to a person who becomes sensitive about other’s rights, sensitive about Allah’s
rights, sensitive about Muslim’s rights, sensitive about parents’ rights, sensitive about spouse’s rights
and sensitive about the rights of Allah’s creations. A best Hajj is who respects human rights, women'’s
rights, neighbours’ rights, poor’s rights etc before and after the Hajj.

Discharge other’s rights:

According to above Hadis, Allah won’t interfere with human rights unless the victim forgives it, or the
victim gets compensation on the Day of Judgment. If a Muslim performs Hajj properly, he or she gets
forgiven the sins related to rights between the servant and Allah. But for the human rights the servant
is still at risk. That’s why a pilgrim must focus on human rights issue and sort it out before going to
Hajj. That would be a best preparation for Hajj as well.

There are so many ways people violate other rights such as:

o Disrespect: Many do not respect their elders. They may be using harsh words to their old
parents. Or the poor old man or woman in the neighbourhood are not respected because they
do hot hold high status, or the non-Muslim in the society is looked down upon, or the elder in
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the society is neglected etc. Maybe in the modern society, it is not a big deal, and there is no
accountability for this disrespect, but in the court of Allah, it is a crime as well. Allah’s Holy
Messengers has taught to pay respect to their elders in every situation. It is their rights on
younger people. A pilgrim during preparation should reflect on this and seek forgiveness from
the older people. Thatis a reminder to re-cultivate the culture of respect that Islam teaches.

Love: Often people do not give the proper love to the young that they deserve. For example,
every parent loves his/her children, and this is the common claim every parent will make. In
that claim, does he consider how many times he neglected his child in caring, loving for the
right reasons? Or how many times did he beat or shout at his child for the annoyance in his
game-watching? Or how many times he was absent due to gossiping with friends when his
child needed him to teach a Sura or to tell a story from the Quran? Can any parent claim to be
a 100% dutiful parent? Another example is love towards husband or wife. Or love to parents?
Or love to fellow humans? These little questions are so important on “OTHER’S RIGHTS”, and
if we do not seek forgiveness often, then we could be in trouble. That’s why, a Haijji, should
include seeking forgiveness from others in the best Hajj preparation.

Domestic violence: Are you a wife beater? | am sure, you are not. But are you fully fair to your
wife, or do you give fair rights to your wife? | am not sure about that because | can’t give
guarantee about myself. That’s why, | think my apology is the best practice with my wife
because it makes me feel humble and makes me feel that | should improve myself to the best
husband in this world. Seeking forgiveness is not only a humility but it is wise too. It increases
the love-bond and turns two spouses into a best team. Furthermore, a spouse never wants to
be accused by another spouse on the day of Judgment to claim compensation. To avoid that,
seeking forgiveness from spouse is also a best practice for best preparation of Hajj.

Not keeping the trust: People told you many things to keep them as secret. Did you spread
them like a fish? Or you promised to so many people in your life, did you keep them? Did you
maintain your honesty all the time? Did you follow the teaching of Islam that, “Not keeping
Amanah, and not keeping the promise, are signs of not having the true Faith”? Are we perfect
in these two areas? Maybe yes or no. So, the best safety practice is to seek forgiveness from
the people we deal with before they charge us as breachers of trust and promises in the court
of Allah. This is another good reason to seek people’s forgiveness before pilgrims go to Hajj to
arrive in there as clean as possible from the sins.

Corruption: Are you a 100% honest businessman? Do you ever corrupt your business for little
more profits? Did you ever take advantage of your position to persuade the fair deal for your
selfish reasons? Did you practice unfairness to please your loved ones? Did you take bribes?
You can think of many more and make a list. These are serious human rights breaches. If |
think that after doing all the above, | shall go to Hajj to be sin free from those violation of
human rights, | am mistaken. | need to seek forgiveness from those people to be forgiven by
Allah. Pilgrims must not take other human rights lightly, and to seek forgiveness from them as
part of the preparation is a best thing. If they die during Hajj journey, they will be free from
human rights sins if they had any.

Bribe: If any pilgrim is using bribe money for Hajj, be sure, he is taking the wrong direction for
the right destination. It is like, | want to go to the city, but | took a bus to take me to a village
instead of the city. Taking bribe is a serious breach of human rights, and the bribe-taker is
accountable to people as well as to Allah. For Hajj preparation, what should you do if you had
taken bribe? One option is to give it back to the person, and another one is to ask forgiveness
from the person. It stops further crime, brings corrections, and bribe-taker gets a chance to
clean himself from sins. This life is temporary, and the next life is permanent. We should
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correct ourselves for the safety in the next life. That’s why, in Hajj preparation, pilgrims should
take every chance to be rectified.

e Other’s property: Sometimes, neighbours fight for a small piece of land, and they get into
endless hatred and enmity. They continue their quarrel, and they pay bribe to some others to
win against another. | hope you are not in that sinful game. If you are, you are in a dangerous
game. You must come out of it. Before you go to Hajj, clean yourself from that mess. Make
sure, you are not in wrong. Then, make peace. Forgive and seek forgiveness. Love your
neighbours and live in peace. If you can do it, you will be a better HAJJl before and after your
Hajj Insha Allah! Hajj is a peaceful gathering of the world. From there, if all pilgrims bring little
peace for their neighbourhood, then the world will be more peaceful Insha Allah.

e Oppression: Are you a member of a party that oppresses poor people? Takes away people’s
rights by force. Occupy other’s lands wrongly? Beat the opposition unfairly for the
disagreement? Torture another to continue their power. You must need to disconnect yourself
from this kind of human rights abuse. You are going to Hajj as a guest of Allah, and you want to
go there with all these filthy dirty sins? No way, you are much better than that. You need to be
a role model of justice, fairness and other’s rights. That’s why, even if there was a slight
involvement from your side in those crimes, change yourself before going to the Hajj, and seek
forgiveness from your victims. That will be the right thing to do.

To conclude, these are few examples | wanted mention to bring your attention about another’s rights.
A Hajji must be concerned about human rights because it is emphasized in the teaching of Islam. To
address it properly. The best time is before going to the Hajj, as part of the Hajj preparation, pilgrims
should do it, because that will be good kickstart for correction.

Pay off the lenders:

One of the human rights is to be paid back from the borrowers. In life people borrow money if
necessary. Sometimes people borrow for business to increase money and at other times people
borrow to survive due to the shortage of money. Here we are discussing about money borrowed not
due to poverty. Because Haijj is not compulsory on a Muslim who is poor and cannot afford to do Hajj
with his own money. Sometimes, some people may mistake thinking that they owe money, therefore,
Hajj is not compulsory on them. It is wrong because one may own billions of dollars with owing
another billion. That does not mean, he can’t afford the Hajj Journey. If after the owing money, he has
enough money to take the Hajj journey, then he must do the Hajj as compulsory duty on him. Note, if
the owing is part of business, and it can be managed without risk, then, that loan payment is not my
topic here. The person in that situation should consult with Imams or scholars to know the exact
answer for the exact situation. | am talking about the usual loans that people do with the promise to
pay back soon because it is best to pay off without leaving the burden on self or the family should
something happen.

Hajj is a life journey. Many Muslims wish to die in the journey because this journey is purely for the
pleasure of Allah. | am not talking about suicide, but | am talking about the willingness of taking the
risk to performing the Hajj even if death comes. Death can come anytime. No one knows about when
it will come. Only Allah knows about it. In Hajj pilgrims go to the foreign land, and if they die there, they
will die without family and relatives around. But they do not worry about it because they feel honoured
to die in Hajj as Allah’s guests. If death comes in the Hajj journey, it is rewarding as well. Muslims are
keen for the reward, for the Paradise more than their temporary life. Hajj is also a risky journey. One
may not return. Therefore, before a risky life journey, one must make sure he or she paid off any
owings. If not, at least, must arrange to pay off if something happens to him/her. The idea is, before
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going to Hajj, a Muslim can try enough to be as clean as possible from worldly duties. Paying the loan
off can have the following benefits:

» To have peace of mind: So, a Muslim can have peace of mind throughout the Hajj without any
worries. Borrowing money can borrow troubles. Why troubles? Why not a peaceful journey
without thinking about behind? Personally, | can’t sleep well if | borrow money. It contributes
restlessness in me, and | feel at peace when | can return the owing. | prefer to live frugally. In
other words, | follow the philosophy of cutting my coat according to my clothing. That is a best
practice for not so rich people.

» To focus fully: No money tension, borrowing obligations will distract a Muslim from the total
focussing in the Hajj duties. Thinking about borrowing with the fear if something bad happens
is not a good thing. We better be anxiety free as much as possible. So, pilgrims should choose
to be debt free if that is possible and practicable.

» To be free from owing other’s rights: If death comes, he or she will not leave owings behind
to answer Allah for that or to be liable to pay compensation by deeds on the Day of Judgment.
Allah placed the responsibility to pay off on the borrowers. Some people, after their death,
leave chaos around their debt, and there is tension or argument over who would pay.
Sometimes, the family takes responsibility, or other times, no one take the responsibility. The
borrower is liable to answer to the court of Allah for borrowing because it is related to other
people’s rights. So, pilgrims should keep this issue clear.

> To keep family out of liability: For his debt he should not keep his family liable to make sure
that his family does not suffer the least for his burden. Some families are not well off to take a
burden with extra loan. Maybe they are struggling in their day-to-day life. A pilgrim should
consider all these and makes sure that no one suffer for their loans.

In the Hajj preparation, if a Muslim considers about every liability, can plan to sort things out. That’s
why, good preparation is necessary. They should take time, think wisely, makes lists of things they
need to sort out, and get them done by ticking them off etc. Preparation does not bring any harm, it
only brings better self-control, better outcome and lesser mistakes.

Take Halal income:

Halal income is like healthy blood circulation. Haram income is the opposite and can be called septic
blood circulation. Blood circulation rotates around the body, reaches to every small or big organ, and
either nourishes the system or poison the system. Income also circulates in every sphere in and
around human lives. It goes too food, drinks, medicines, clothing, houses, families, relatives,
neighbours, societies, worships, Qurbani, donations, business, and humanitarian works etc. It goes
everywhere, and if the money is Halal, then with it, Allah’s blessings reach everywhere, but if it is
Haram, then it goes without Allah’s blessings. According to Islamic Faith, haram income is a big
problem. Holy Quran has emphasized that the believers must eat Halal food (For example, and Halah
income and spending is the general teaching):
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“0 believers! Eat from the good things We have provided for you. And give thanks to Allah if you

“truly” worship Him "alone’.”
[Al-Quran 2:172]

Halal income is very essential for an accepted Hajj like any other worship. Like the example of a
robber who robs a bank to give charity has no value in the sight of Allah. Similarly, doing Hajj with ill-
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gotten money has no value in the sight of Allah. Hajj is a worship to Allah. Allah is Pure and HE likes
purity from HIS servants in worship. Allah wants the following in worships:

» Pure in intention: The worship must be done only for the pleasure of Allah. Hajj is the same.
Otherwise, Hajj is not accepted and will not gain any reward from it.

» Pure in Tawhid: All worships must be purely for One Allah without joining any partners with
HIM. Hajj is the same.

» Pure in mind: Worships should be done with pure clean mind without sinful, defiance,
disobedience doubts, confusions and half-mindfulness. Total sincerity is a precondition for
the best form of worship, and Hajj must be the same. Hajj must be done without sinful
thinking, conspiracy, plot, criminal intent to cheat or exploit others.

» Pure in manner: Worships are done with prescribed manner. One cannot just follow his/her
own desires in worship. The manner or method of worship is prescribed by Allah, and then HIS
Holy Messenger has demonstrated it for others. Hajj is not outside this protocol. Therefore,
Hajj must be done without quarrel, arguing, fighting and so on.

» Pure in deeds: In worship, or in the name of worship, sinful, immoral, inhumane, cruel deeds
are never allowed. Hajj has the same pure deeds in it from the beginning to the end. In the
name of Hajj, no one can harm no one or no one is allowed to damage the rights and honour of
no one. Hajj must be pure from sinful deeds.

> Pure in body and cloth: With filthy unclean state in worshipping Allah is not allowed. Allah is
pure from all unclean things. That’s why, in worship there are cleaning duties to keep the mind,
emotion, body and prayer places clean. In Hajj itis the same.

» Pure income: Like everything else, worship requires pure income. It is called Halal income. It
is free from any ill-gotten source according to the prescription of Islam. That’s why, halal
money for Hajj is a big deal. If money is Haram, everything collapses in pure Hajj because
impurity in money does not match with pure Hajj.

In other words, without Halal money, Hajj is not accepted. We can find Hadis about it as following:
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“0O people, Allah is Good and HE, therefore, accepts only that which is good. And Allah
commanded the believers as He commanded the Messengers by saying: "O Messengers, eat of
the good things, and do good deeds; verily | am aware of what you do" (xxiii. 51). And He said: "O

those who believe, eat of the good things that We gave you" (ii. 172). He then made a mention of a
person who travels widely, his hair dishevelled and covered with dust. He lifts his hand towards
the sky (and thus makes the supplication): "O Lord, O Lord," whereas his diet is unlawful, his drink

is unlawful, and his clothes are unlawful, and his nourishment is unlawful. How can then his
supplication be accepted?
[Muslim]
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Leave money for dependants:

Hajj is not to cause bankruptcy. It does not impose any hardship on the pilgrims of their families. Allah
merciful did not make Hajj compulsory for a family to starve, go without food, clothes or education
and all other basic necessary things. Allah never commands the believers to suffer without basic
needs for the Hajj. Instead, Allah has forbidden to exceed the moderation for any worship. Allah does
not want to place heavy burdens on HIS beloved servants that they cannot carry. That’s why, Allah
made the Hajj and affordability linked together.

Now, if a pilgrim does not prepare in advance enough basic necessary provisions for the family, then it
is not a best preparation. After they leave for Hajj, if their family suffers from poverty, or if they must
depend on the bad people who take advantage of their vulnerability, or if they must borrow or suffer in
any way, then the guardian will be responsible to Allah. Guardianship is an amaanah, thus a
responsibility. That’s why, a guardian should prepare well to leave their family or dependants in good
condition. That way, they will be relieved, and their dependants will be relieved. Good preparation
helps a pilgrim to plan for everything properly. So, every pilgrim must make sure his/her dependants
are:

They are safe in your absence,

They are well fed in your absence,

They have life as usual with normal expenses in your absence,

They are not starving in your absence,

They are not abused for the vulnerable situation you left them with economically,
» They are being provided and so on.

YV VVYVYVY

To conclude, Hajj should be well prepared and then to pray to Allah for help. Allah’s help comes when
the servant does his/her duties.

Avoid extravagance:

In your preparation, do you feel obsessed about making things expensive? | hope you are not that kind
of person who cares about what other people say, or what other people think about you. | hope you do
not feel shy if you do not organize your goodbye event very expensively. | do not think you feel less
important in your society if you spend everything in moderation. | hope your family does not demand
everything for your Hajj preparation expensive, gorgeous to uplift their faces in the society. If you do
have any of those, you are in trouble! When manmade prestige, expectations, demands, and wants
are added up with Hajj preparation, it becomes an expensive exercise. The extravagance becomes
often more important than the main spirit of worship. It does not only take time, but it also takes
energy and focus away from worship.

Extravagance is a disease. Yes, it is a moral sickness. Once someone gets it, it eats away the true
intention of worship from within. This sickness gives room to add more sicknesses such as a high
feeling with it and a low feeling without it. Whereas Hajj is a worship, and everything around it must be
according to the teaching of Islam. Extravagance is not Islamic teaching, but moderation is. That’s
why, in your Hajj preparation, only think about how to please Allah and do not think about your ego,
status, family or friend’s expectations and keep everything simple. | saw some people prepared their
extravagant list of shopping in Hajj even before they left home, and instead of spending their time over
there in worship, they spent lots of time in shopping. One unnecessary or bad habit creates many
more. Therefore, pilgrims should take careful approach to save themselves from unnecessary actions
or habits before, or during Hajj.

Muslims should not make Hajj event as an event of extravagance. They should not waste money
without necessity. Such as:

Page | 114



> Buying expensive gifts for many families and relatives. They must not get into the so-called
prestige concern theory of the society. They must remember, Hajj is a practice to be Allah’s
servants only, and to do that they must come out of slavery of people’s expectations, cultural
or traditional demands. Islam does not allow extravagance, and to be a complete Muslim, a
pilgrim must avoid it.

» Making expensive trips to see relatives. Relatives can have their say, and they might like you
to follow their expensive tradition as a reputable family in the society. When you can manage a
trip with moderation within $100, your ego or family pressure might cost you $2000.
Remember, Allah will question you about income and expenses, and Hajj preparation does not
give you licence to be extravagant. So, practice self-control and follow moderation in your
spending.

» Spending so much to be seen, to show off. If your intention is to show other people that your
Hajj preparation is gorgeous, you are putting yourself into trouble again. Showing off is secret
SHIRK, and Allah will not accept your worship if it has connection with “To be seen” thought.
Do not destroy your rewards, and do not earn more sins than rewards. That’s why, a pilgrim
must follow Islamic teachings staring from the preparation of Hajj. He or she must not ruin the
rewards before even the journey has begun.

» Organising un-necessary expensive feast before or after going to Hajj. Doing anything more
than the necessity is called extravagance. Islam teaches that time, effort, and activities all are
part of life test, and you do not want any actions to be written in the sin column by writer
angels. Best preparation of Hajj is not about how much money you are spending, or how many
feasts you are organizing, but how much Islamic teaching you are following. That’s why, Hajj is
not an isolated action in Islam, but it is a part of holistic life approach and Islamic holistic life
approach is that you will be following Allah’s guidance in every inch in your life. For example,
how you spend your money is not your freedom but how Islam is guided must be followed by
you, if you want to be a true Muslim or true Pilgrim.

Why extravagance is a big deal, and why it must be avoided in Hajj preparation? The reason is, Allah
has clear command about it, and Hajj preparation must be kept away from corrupted with sins. Let us
look at a verse in the Holy Quran regarding extravagance:
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“Do not waste (your wealth) like a wasteful person. Surely wasters are brothers of the Satan; and
the evil one (Satan) is ungrateful to his Lord.”
[Al-Quran 17:26-27]

Therefore, wasting money for the event of Hajj is:

» Against Allah’s permission,
» Following Satanic inspiration,
» Being ungrateful to Allah etc.

So, Muslims should be very careful about their spending for Hajj. They should not make it as a show,
as a competition with others to show ego and ability. They rather should be humble, and Allah fearing.
They should fear that Allah will question them about their earning and spending. Therefore, they
should be moderate in their spending for Hajj preparation.
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Never intend for name or fame:

Hajj preparation is not only packing the bags and taking some cash or travellers cheque for necessary
spending. No, the most important Hajj preparation is making up your mind about why you are going to
perform Hajj. That is called intention. All good deeds will be judged by Allah against the intention, and
depending on intention, some good deeds will qualify for rewards and some no rewards, and some
will qualify for punishment. This is how serious it is. For example, for a worship, if the intention is
wrong, then how bad it becomes? Let me give an example about a great worship called 5 times Salah,
the 2" pillar of Islam. It is a great worship, and Allah loves it if it is done with the intention to serve
Allah. But if the intention is to be seen by others, then instead of rewards, the worshipper will receive
punishment. An example in the Holy Quran:
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“So, woe to those who pray. yet are unmindful of their prayers; those who "only” show off.
[Al-Quran 107:4-6]

Again, the preparation for Hajj can be pious and rewarding or it can be sinful and punishable. It may go
either way depending on the intention of the pilgrim. If a Muslim intends for Hajj truly to please Allah,
then it is rewarding. But if a Muslim intend for Hajj for other intentions except pleasing Allah, then that
will not be rewarding at all. What are bad intentions? Below are a few examples:

> Intention of earning a title like Al-Hajj: Some people are crazy for earning titles. They love to
be called Al-Hajj by others. They feel very happy if they receive respect with titles. If the
primary focus in the pilgrim’s intention is earning Al-Hajj title, then please change it, and
prepare your mind with correct intention. Otherwise, your entire Hajj will be like a bottomless
basket. You will lose your money, energy, efforts, and sacrifices without any gain. So, be
careful and prepare yourself right.

> Intention to earn social status: Some cultures respect the Hajj so much. After the Hajj, they
are promoted to a high social status and some people may do Hajj for earning a status. Why do
you need a status in the sight of people when you are gaining high status in the Sight of Allah by
accepted Hajj? The danger is, if your primary intention is to gain high status, position, and
leadership in your society by your Hajj, Allah might give you these without giving you anything
in the next life. Do you want that? No, you would not. Why take the risk then? Intend for your
Hajj for the pleasure of Allah, and for nothing else. Status, reputations, and positions in this life
are temporary and for test, the high status in Paradise is permanent. So, target the permanent
high status in paradise and ignore the temporary test status in this life.

> Intention to be popular politically: Some may intend for Hajj to be popular in the electorate.
They may think, being a Hajji voters will vote for them. Therefore, some may perform Hajj for
that reason. Again, you are in danger! You may win the votes, but you will lose support from
Allah for your Hajj. Your Hajj is for the greater purpose of getting rid of sins for everlasting
happiness in Paradise, and you want to change it with stressful temporary leadership? Allah
may give you that chance, but it will cost you too much. That cost is your Hajj will be not
accepted. Can you afford that? Then, change your intention and prepare yourself with the
intention that your Hajj is only for Paradise, and not for any worldly gains.

> Intention to cheat others: Some may intend to cheat others by becoming a Haijji. For
example, in business or as a broker if they have a Hajj title, then ordinary Muslims may trust
them more and will do business with them more and they can use the Hajj card to cheat them
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after all. Or if some people are going to Hajj as part of thief syndicate to steal money or
valuables from pilgrims during Hajj, then think about it. What are you doing? Some organized
criminals go to Hajj to steal money, and | read in newspapers about them, and often they are
caught. | want to tell them that you change your mind. Stealing will not give you more gain than
gaining Paradise from Pure Hajj with pure intention. So, go to Hajj with pure intention and ask
Allah for richness in this life and in the Paradise. Allah can provide you both.

» Intention to beg: Some may intend to go to Hajj for begging. Begging is Haram in Islam. It is
degrading oneself and bringing shame on oneself. Allah does not like it, and that’s why no one
likes it. How much can you earn from begging? How long will it last? Through Hajj Allah is
offering you an ocean, and with begging you are after few drops! What a silly choice! Use your
talent and pray to Allah for sustenance and see how your life will change one day. So, do not
risk your everything with bad intentions in great worships to Allah. You beg to Allah without
begging to people, and that is more honourable. Allah loves us to beg to HIM for every blessing,
and HE loves to provide it for us.

So, there could be many other reasons for doing Hajj, except the reason of pleasing Allah. If the
intention is not ONLY PLEASING Allah, then Hajj will not be accepted, and Allah will not grant any
reward for it. Allah has made the reward for Hajj conditional. The first condition is about pure
intention. It is stated in a Hadis:
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Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said in a Hadis, narrated by Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with
him): “Whoever has done Hajj only for the pleasure of Allah, and in Hajj did not do any sexual
activities and did not do any sinful activities, he (She) will return from Hajj as sinless as like the
newborn (sinless) baby.”

[Muttafaqun A’laih]

Preparation with your health:

Health is wealth. Health is one of the most important blessings in this life. It is very valuable, and
many people do not give proper value to it when they are supposed to. Many people are careless
about their health. Some people realize the value of their health after becoming sick, or when it is too
late. Whereas, people should give priority in looking after their health, because it is also an Amaanah
on them from Allah. One may ask, why many people do not give importance to their health when they
are supposed to? The answer is people mainly ighore the importance of it for two main reasons:

1. Free gotten: They received it without earning it. They are given by Allah free of charge or fee,
and they did not experience the pain or the hard work for receiving it. Allah has given them
good health to test them, but they have taken it for granted. That’s why, unless someone
believes, knows, and understands the value of Allah’s blessing, does not care much about it.
They use it as they like as if they own it without realizing that Allah is testing for it.

2. Satan’s work: Satan is devoted to inspiring in diverting people’s mind from the truth. So, Satan
inspires people to take it for granted, and makes it seem nice to think, “My health is my
choice.” When people take that attitude, they do not try to find out WHO gave them health and
why, and what is their duty towards their health in this life, and for the next life. As a result,
some young people take their health as bullet proof, take risks, and in many cases, damage
their health to earn suffering.
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Islamic teaching is holistic, and part of that teaching is about health. It teaches that Health is Allah’s
gift for test to use it for the best reasons such as in the obedience of Allah and for worships. It also
teaches that Allah has vested this trust on each one of us to look after it, and to put it into the best
use. On the Day of Judgment, Allah will ask question about that trust and about the responsibility. It
teaches that the believers must not be among those people who neglect to take care of their health.
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“Abdullah Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Messenger of Allah said: Most

people are being deceived in two blessings. One is health and another is free time.”
[Bukhari]

Why taking care of health must be part of the best preparation for Hajj? The answer is simple and as
following:

1. For performing the Hajj well: With ill health, a pilgrim cannot perform all Hajj rites properly
and cannot enjoy the rites as much as he/she supposed to enjoy. Besides, with poor health, a
Hajji cannot focus in Dua especially in intense dua in the A’rafah field.

2. For best harvesting: After whole life’s wish, one has come to the Hajj to worship more, to
perform the rites with maximum efforts, and to receive high rewards from Allah. But due to
his/her poor health, if cannot pray long, cannot make dua for long, and cannot recite long, or
cannot do Tawaf well, or cannot do Sa’ee well, and spend time lying and sleeping, then what
will happen to his/her harvesting? Imagine! A farmer is sick during the harvesting time, and he
cannot pick all the grains, then he will be a loser in the end. Similarly, a pilgrim, after all the
spending, preparation, and sacrifice comes to Hajj, and become sick and can’t do much. Isita
loss or gain? To gain rewards his/her health is extremely important.

Therefore, as part of the best preparation, take care of your health before Hajj. You are going to
different weather, hard-working environment, places with least comfort, and outside your usual
comfort zone. To survive in there, and to be fit in there, and to perform best in there, you need good
health with good immune system. What preparation are you taking for that tough situation? Are you
still spending time with feasts, with gatherings, and with sleepless nights? Are you doing anything to
gain more fitness? Or are you still lazy and only hoping to be fit in there without making any effort from
your side? Remember! If you do not make effort to be fit and healthy for Hajj, how will you answer
Allah if you become sick in Hajj due to your negligence? Do you take this health preparation lightly like
many people? Or are you the sincere one?

The sad thing is that many pilgrims even do not consider about it seriously. They take health for
granted. My old father went to Hajj with a group of young people. After they came back, two young
people told me that they were sick most of the time during Hajj while my old father wasn’t, and he took
the most advantage of his time. My father told me that he made the best time and enjoyed every rite.
Take care of your health before Hajj. What was the difference between my old father and the young
men? The difference was health. Despite old age, my father used to walk long every day to prepare
himself, and the young ones took it for granted and did not do anything for fitness before they went to
Hajj. With sudden changes in weather, they spent more time in bed with sickness.

Hajj is a very physical worship as well. You need to be fit. Without good health you won’t enjoy the
journey nor the prayers. For performing all the rituals, you need good health. So, keeping best health
should be taken as a part of best preparation. Have rest, good food and exercise to be fit. You need to
watch the following:
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You are eating healthy foods,

You are eating Halal Foods,

You are drinking healthy drinks,

You are drinking Halal drinks,

You are sleeping in time,

You are avoiding last minute stress,

You are doing regular exercise and

You are getting checked by medical professionals etc.

YVVVVYYVVYVYY

Prepare with knowledge:

Have you made a preparation priority list? In that list, you will include that you need to prepare such as
passport, ticket, visa, documents, prescription medicines, clothes, money, and other things. Many
pilgrims make their list, or some of them do not write down a list, but writing down everything in a list is
always better for preparation. The question is, “Did you put down learning about all the rules for Hajj?”
Or if you did, “Did you place it as number one priority?” | am not sure about you, but | have been told
by many that learning issue was not either written in the list nor it was placed in the priority list. That
made me feel very sad because those people did not put their priority right. If the priority is not right,
thenitis a big danger.

Shall | give an example? Suppose you want to go to the Moon. Will you travel there without enough
knowledge about it? Or if you want to meet the King of your country, would you go there without
learning the protocols? Your all-other preparations will go astray if you make a blunder in there, won’t
you? Now, Hajj is meeting with the RULER of the Universe, and it has strict protocols. If you make
blunder with those protocols, your Hajj will not be accepted. With this knowledge, how can you place
your learning about Hajj last in your priority list? What kind of preparation is this in which you neglect
the most important thing, and you care for the least important things? | am sure, you are not that type,
butin case, if you are, | feel very sad for you because you are the poorest pilgrim in relation to the best
preparation.

Please, all pilgrims must put their priority before anything else. Your knowledge about Hajj must be
perfect, and you must learn about everything well-ahead. Please do not leave your knowledge part
last. If your friend advises you, “Do not worry, it is easy, and you can pick up easily or you can follow
another,” then please ignore this advice, and make sure your knowledge is the priority. You can spend
time with your friends and family after Hajj, and before Hajj, put your most time in learning. You want a
perfect Hajj, don’t you? If you do not learn and make a mistake in your Fard duty, your entire Hajj will
be cancelled. Can you afford to do another one? So, take your learning seriously and do not be a blind
follower of worship. Learning is your fundamental duty, and if you neglect about it, Allah will question
you. Can you answer Allah?

Again, do not leave the learning about Hajj for the last minutes. Some pilgrims waste time in lesser
important traditional activities and leave their learning part for the last hours. Then they find it hard to
grasp and become confused about lots of things. Whereas, learning Hajj rules is the most important
thing because if one makes mistakes then the acceptance of Hajj will be in question. So, one must
learn about Hajj duties, their rules, long before the Hajj season to understand everything very well.
Such as:

Compulsory actions in Hajj,

What makes a Hajj invalid?

What penalty for missing Wajib actions?
What activities are Haram during Hajj?
What activities reduces the reward for Hajj?

VVVYVYYVY
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» What activities are innovations in Hajj?
» What are the conditions for accepted Hajj etc?

Preparation for building good habits:

Good habits! We can study about good habits, or we can listen to the nice stories of good habits from
Prophet’s life, or we can write about good habits but practicing it is the hardest job. There is a saying,
“People are slaves of their habits.” It means, once they build up a habit, it goes into the mental
emotional and nervous system. Their system remembers it, and it becomes an automatic action. On
the other hand, if something is not in the system in a person, he finds very hard to remember it in the
right time, and his old habit comes out without effort spontaneously. Good habits or bad habits both
have the same style.

Islam teaches about good habits only. It cannot come in a person overnight. For it, requires constant
reminder, rehearsal, revision and practice. All Muslims do not necessarily live in the good habit
environment or in the high standard environment to develop good habits. They face many challenges.
Fear of being criticised by others, or the peer pressure, or the cultural expectations, or the low socio-
economic environments can deter them from developing good habits. For some, laziness,
procrastination, dependence, gossiping, too much sleeping, without sense of responsibility, lack of
patience, lack of focusing in worship for long, lack of ability to stay in the remembrance of Allah for
hours, or not used to stand in long prayers, or no habit in praying at night by sacrificing sleep, or not
used to with long journey, or not used to with hardship, or not used to control anger for living in
privileged household, or not used to sharing a small space for sleep, or not used to touch other’s
bodies during walking, or never used to waiting for long in the airport, or never used to stand in the
long queue for toileting, or never used to go in the crowd, or never used to feel happy by oneself
without friends in the worship of Allah.

The list of hardship, discomfort, worship, sharing in Hajj can be very long. The point is you are going to
Hajj and are you ready with your habit to adjust with many things that you are not used to. If you are
not, then you need good preparation to develop good habits in you to avoid impatience, anger, fight,
complaining, pushing, arguing, boredom, too much sleeping etc. You must know, you are going to Hajj
to be in the intensive activities. Unless you are used to, you cannot cope, or you cannot enjoy worship.
You will have time in your hands without the opportunity of gossiping with your friends or spending too
much in your mobile because these things will eat away your precious time in Hajj. That’s why, some
people in Hajj feel bored quickly, tired quickly, look for friends to gossip in Mina or A'rafah when every
second is the best opportunity to recite, worship, and make dua. Some people with good habits, they
take the full advantage, and you will find them busy in Sijdah, crying in their dua, learning in their free
time, and spending time in the remembrance of Allah, and praying Tahajjud at night without sleeping.

Did they master all those good habits overnight? Not at all. Either they have lifelong practice, or they
prepared themselves before they made their Hajj Trip. If you do not have long practice, then take my
humble suggestion please. My suggestion is that you invest some time doing the things that you are
required to do in Hajj before your Hajj trip to develop habits. You do not need to do anything
impossible. Only you need planning and discipline in yourself and timing. Without wasting time before
Hajj with this or that, take time out, and practice the following habits regularly. After 40 days, you will
see these habits are part of you, you will never need to change them until you die. If you die with those
habits, you will go through good death Insha Allah, by Allah’s Mercy.

1. Pray 5 times Salah in Mosque in Juma’ah: This practice will create a bond between your
heart and Allah’s House. For this heart connection, you will get honourable throne to sit on
under the shade of Allah’s throne on the Day of Judgment Insha Allah. This practice will
remove laziness, or Satan’s blocking from going to the Masjid. Once you will be in Hajj, this
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habit will push you towards Salah in congregation in the House of Allah, and you will earn more
rewards. For it, you will not feel lazy at all Insha Allah.

Be regular in Tahajjud prayer: Practice going to sleep early at night without wasting time in TV
or gossiping, and after few hours of sleep, wake up for Tahajjud. So, you will begin enjoying it,
and you can do it more in the Hajj. You will crave for it, and your heart will be unsatisfied until
you perform it. That’s how, our good habits push us towards good actions.

Recite Holy Quran daily: Initially, you may feel harder to focus more than few minutes. But
day by day, your ability will increase, and without knowing, you will be in love with it. So, carry
on and never give up. When you are in Hajj, if you find time, you can avoid boredom with the
recitation of the Holy Quran. You can earn at least 10 rewards for every letter you recited. What
a prize! When | went to Hajj with long flights, my Quran copy was with me. | never felt the pain
of waiting because my eyes, and heart was busy with Quran recitation. The same in the day of
A’rafah. The day went very quickly. | did not feel bored at all because | wanted to do more.
Alhamdulillah!

Make Tauba daily: Seeking Allah’s forgiveness is good for the right psychological state. It
teaches to be humble, removes the arrogance and anger. A humble heart does not get angry
with the fear if he is wrong. It makes the heart soft, and allows to be very apologetic to Allah,
and encourages to be corrected to be better. You should practice it more before the Hajj, and
in the Hajj, you can repent automatically.

Make dua daily especially long dua at Tahajjud: Many people perform their Salah quickly
and finishes their dua quickly as well. Dua is asking Allah for bounties, and you want to finish it
quickly! Is it wise that when you got a good chance asking for more, you stop quickly? With
less patience, how can you endure in dua in A’rafah field, when you supposed to make so
many duas? Look! You are a beloved servant of Allah, and you got to learn how to talk to Allah
more and more in your dua. You need to build a solid habit that you will never miss it. Do the
practice before you are heading to the Hajj.

Give charity even a little regularly: What happens if you stretch your hand muscles too much
too suddenly? You develop inflammation and pain without achieving your goal. But if you
gradually build up stretching practice bit by bit, then you won’t feel the pain rather you will find
it easy. Similarly, our inner heart has a stingy tendency, and to open it, you require bit by bit
practice by giving charity. Why don’t you distribute your one-off charity before Hajj in many
days to remind yourself every day that you are required to give charity? The same amount you
want to give in a day, give it in 40 days. Insha Allah, it will remind you regularly and will help
building up the regular habit of giving charity. You are going to Hajj, gain the generous habit
before going. You will not lose anything.

Practice talking nice with everyone: In Hajj, you will have many excuses to feel angry
because the crowd is so big that everything cannot be under control. How can you be always
patient in Hajj? Well, start practicing a couple of months before Hajj. Watch your temper,
listen to your own talks, measure your own tone, think that two angels are writing your words,
and observe your talks if angry, offensive, sinful, or righteous. Your self-observation will give
you more power to control your own talks and will give you chance to mend it. Remember!
Most sinful actions initiate from sinful talks. So, control it before it controls you.

Treat everyone with kindness: In Hajj, you will find hazards. Someone will push you during
Tawaf unintentionally due to the pressure behind. Will you be able to smile then? Or to think
kindly? Or to give a compassionate look? You cannot unless you practiced compassionate
behaviour, and kindness is implanted in your system. To build up that habit, start preparation
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before the Hajj, and start from home, and from the sub-ordinates. Treat them kindly and look
at their mistakes from a compassionate point of view. Watch your progress. Do you feel angry
any more with the mistakes of your loved ones as you used to, or do you feel kind towards
them despite their mistakes. Trust me, your kind attitude will benefit you and everyone around
you. Besides, you can be a champion in anger control, and you can earn huge rewards for your
kindness insha Allah!

9. Engage yourself in the work of Allah: Remember! You are going to visit Allah’s House, and
Allah made prophet Ibrahim and Ismael to serve that House. Take the inspiration from that the
service of Allah’s House is the best and most honourable service on this earth. Why late then?
Engage yourself before Hajj in that service, or in Da’wa, or in the humanitarian activities in your
area. Serve Allah and HIS creations, and build up that habit, so that after you r return from Hajj,
you can continue the path you had taken before Hajj. Serve your local Masjid and serve your
community.

To conclude, | did not try to mention every example of good habit practice. With a few examples, |
would like to remind the readers to make list of all good habits and practice them to get used to.
Without early practice, one must not expect to be perfect overnight in Hajj. Hajj is very overwhelming,
and one needs to prepare him/herself for long time. May Allah help all, Ameen!

Prepare for the first and the last journey:

A journey has ends in this world, but the journey in our lives has no end. Some people are taking a
journey every day for their work or business. They think that they will come back after the day of work
or business. They take their preparation to suit that thought. They take little preparation, get up from
sleep to jump on the train or in the car, or in the airplane without taking much with them. After their
work they return home to spend their time with their family again. Not many people think about death
in their daily short journey, and that is the reality. But Hajj is a different journey. It is far, for longer
period, with full of hardship, and some people wish they die there in the holy place.

On one hand, they take all the preparation to come back. They never believe in self-harm, self-torture
or suicide because Allah does not permit it. That’s why in their preparation, they make sure that they
are preparing for everything they need to make their journey safe, comfortable and smooth. They
spend lots of money to pay for the safe flight, they carry clothes to provide comfort for them, they take
extra money if they need to spend, and they plan to do shopping over there if they can come back. In
that sense, they are ready to come back to their safe home if Allah permits them, but within their
abilities they take all the necessary preparation. In this chapter, | have cited many examples of
different types of important preparations pilgrims should take, and pilgrims do take all the steps to
make sure their holy trip is safe and sound.

On the other hand, in the Hajj journey, many pilgrims yearn if Allah takes them to HIS Love and Mercy.
They know, one day they will taste the death, and that will end this life. They prefer to be with other
righteous people and to be with the companions of Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him). Moreover, if
Allah appoints their death in Hajj, then it will happen Insha Allah, and they believe in it as well. That’s
why, in Hajj Journey, they take double preparation. One preparation to come back, and another
preparation to stay back if Allah wills. To prepare for staying back, they take all the preparation to
clean them spiritually. They intend that if Allah calls them to be with HIM permanently, then they are
ready to meet HIM in sinless state. With that aim, they repent to Allah and people, change their wrong
ways, and do not leave any sinful liabilities that might continue after their death. They think that this
Hajj may be the last chance to be in this earth for them.

This thought of “Last chance” is a huge deal in Hajj preparation. It only happens in the Hajj preparation
intensely. It revolutionises the mind and souls of a pilgrim, and it makes him/her lose the strong
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obsession with this temporary worldly thing and attracts him/her towards the next everlasting life.
With this feeling, the pilgrim feels more love for Allah, for worshipping Allah, and more yearning to be
in Allah’s Mercy. With this type of preparation, people can see the positive changes in the pilgrim in
worship, sincerity, and more craving about the happiness in next life. Those pilgrims even say in their
goodbye, “Forgive me if | do not come back,” or they will request their other family members, “Please
look after my so and so if Allah chooses to accept me as HIS permanent guest,’ etc. | have seen many
emotional pilgrims like that, and | felt their love to meet Allah.

This type of preparation is the best one. | recommend myself and others to take this type of
preparation. If Allah decides to bring us back, we do not lose anything, but if Allah decides to take us
to HIM, then that is even better. Pilgrims should make up their minds wisely, and if they choose this
type of preparation, they have nothing to lose with Allah’s Mercy. Allah will grant them more and more
Mercies and Blessings for their noble intentions, for their dedications, and for their love for Allah. | am
not perfect, but | found this type of preparation worked best for me. Every opportunity Allah gave me in
my Hajj, | did my best with the thought that this could be my last chance. After that | might die, or |
might not afford to come back. So, that motivated me to do my best. May Allah forgive my
imperfection, and the imperfection of all other pilgrims, Ameen!

In the preparation, mental preparation is the primary state to work on. If we place our mind fully in
Allah’s worship, and we equip our minds with all the guidance that Allah has provided, then our bodies
will follow it. Mind is the primary part in us to surrender to Allah. Once the mind is fully satisfied with
Allah’s obedience, we find no obstacles to stop us. But if mind is confused, sick with doubts, suffering
with depression and hopelessness with Allah’s Mercy, and unconvinced about the everlasting
happiness with Allah, then you have got your own enemy inside you. It is most difficult to fight your
own enemy. Preparing our minds with the love of Allah and taking the Hajj as a meeting with Allah and
beyond, gives mental boost from within us, and even Satan cannot defeat our minds because our
minds remember Allah, and dedicated to the loyalty to Allah.

Therefore, prepare yourself for Hajj as best and as pure as you can. Consider this is your last journey.
Consider this is your last chance to be clean from sins. Consider after this Hajj you will not be in this
life any longer. Consider your last chance to go to the paradise. Consider how desperate you are for
receiving Allah’s mercy, blessings and forgiveness. How you will prepare yourself depends on some of
the following:

> What are you thinking about it? You need your mind to be involved in thinking about Hajj,
learning about Hajj, asking questions to the knowledgeable ones about the Hajj. If you think
right, your mind will surrender to Allah fully, and you will find everything is easier. You will find
this life is a blessing, and you will look forward about the most blessings from Allah in the next
life. That’s why, do not limit your preparation for Hajj in learning a few duas. Please, learn and
reflect about it, and take long time to get there, and then Insha Allah! Allah will help you to
taste the sweetness of Hajj better and better. Some pilgrims do not think enough, they like the
shortcut of memorising a few duas, and they think that they will enjoy the best Hajj ever. No,
brothers and sisters! We need mind preparation equipped with Faith and Knowledge more
than ever.

» How strong your belief is on your thinking? One can think like a scholar or a philosopher
without anchoring on anything. What will happen to that person? What will happen to a ship
without anchoring? It will not be stable, and the wave can displace it from its safe spot.
Similarly, only thinking about Hajj or Islam is not enough, we need to anchor those thoughts
with Strong Faith. Strong faith will give us stability with satisfaction in the heart. For example,
taking the Hajj preparation as if it is the last chance requires strong faith. Otherwise, Satan and
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many other life challenges will persuade us towards the wrong direction, and we will lose the
chance that Allah’s gives us, and we cannot reap the maximum rewards.

» How determined you are to follow your thinking? We need perseverance, persistence to
continue to nourish the good thoughts, good ideas, our good faith, and actions. This is called
SABR (Patience). We need SABR to work hard, to pass the life test, and to continue our journey
of life towards Paradise. Paradise is our original home because Allah placed Adam and Hawa
in there, and our aim is to get back to our original home Insha Allah. This journey can be a
tough journey with tests and tribulations, with ups and downs, but with SABR we can be
consistent in our mission whether it is in Hajj or in everything else to be successful. Allah gave
the good news for Paradise for those who practice SOBOR, and we want to be with them.
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“We will certainly test you with a touch of fear and famine and loss of property, life, and
crops. Give good news to those who patiently endure.”
[Al-Quran 2:155]

To conclude, if you think desperately to be cleaned from sins from the Hajj and if you believe in your
thoughts, then definitely your preparation will be meticulous, organized and sinless. Muslims are
those who surrender their thoughts, feelings and actions to the will of Allah. So, when they prepare for
their Hajj, they consider everything to make sure that their preparations are in the way of surrendering
to Allah. Besides, when they believe that this Hajj could be their first and last chance then they take
their Hajj seriously from the preparation to the finishing. Every Muslim should be well organized, well
thoughtful and well prepared for getting all the benefits of Hajj. May Allah grant all the Muslims to be
prepared for Hajj in the best possible way and to perform the Hajj in the best possible way as well! May
Allah grant all our Hajj, Ameen!
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Chapter 8: How to perform Hajj

Conditions for accepted Haijj:

Just imagine! A Muslim performed Hajj, did all the hard work, sacrificed money and so on but at the
end, Allah did not accept the Hajj! How painful is that? How much loser is the Pilgrim? Would you like
to be one of those losers? You would not. Because your aim is to get all the rewards from Allah for the
Hajj. That’s why you would want your Hajj to be perfect to be accepted by Allah. This essay is to offer
some tips on that Insha-Allah!

Why condition for acceptance? Allah does not accept just anything unless it is done in the way that
HE prescribed, and HIS messenger taught. Allah makes the law for guidance and for the reward. Allah
put the conditions for the servants in their worship for HIM. If they fulfill those conditions, then Allah
accepts their worship. For example, if you join a university, you follow the condition placed by the
university authority to pass the exam for the award. Allah is the LORD of the University of the Entire
Universe, if any servant wants awards from HIM, must follow HIS conditions.

Simple condition from Allah: To accept Hajj or any other act of worship, Allah has put one simple
condition. That condition is righteousness (At-Taqwa). Allah says is the Holy Quran:
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“Surely, Allah does accept from those who are righteous (Muttageen).”
[Al-Quran 5:27]

Simply, Allah will accept Hajj with Tagwa and HE will not accept Hajj without Tagwa. Therefore, for
doing Hajj one needs money, health, and safety to do it, permission to travel and so on but for
acceptance of Hajj to Allah, one needs Tagwa.

Understanding Hajj with Taqwa: As we found out from the Holy Quran that Tagwa is the most
important condition for the acceptance of Hajj or any other worship. That guides us to realize that
regarding accepted Hajj for us, our most important job is to understand properly about Hajj with
Tagwa. Now, can we afford not to understand it? Or can we afford to ignore it? Or can we afford to be
busy with un-necessary traditional formalities of Hajj, leaving ourselves in the dark about the most
important condition for Hajj that Allah wants from us? Commonsense dictates that we must learn
more about Tagwa in Hajj. Let us then ask the next question, “What makes a Hajj righteous or with
Tagwa?” To answer this question, | would like to give few examples of actions that makes a Hajj with
Tagwa in below:

1. Fear of Allah in the pilgrim: A Hajj must be afraid of Allah’s punishment and Judgment. It
must be like a device permanently installed in the heart of a believer (A Haijji). This fear
prevents him/her from doing anything sinful before Hajj, or in Hajj and motivates him/her to do
everything right according to the teachings of Allah’s messenger.

2. Self-control in the pilgrim: A Hajj must have self-control in performing Hajj duties. This self-
control will prevent him/her from disobeying Allah. This self-control also will prevent him/her
from following selfish desires or wants, from following wrong culture and tradition in Hajj.

3. Free from shirk (Joining partners with Allah): In Hajj, a Hajji must avoid any words, dua,
actions that is shirk. For example, if someone prays to Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
instead of Allah, then that is shirk. Allah doesn’t accept any worship that has element of shirk
in it. For example, if someone does Hajj for showing off, that is also a shirk (hidden shirk).
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10.

11.

Must do repent: A Hajji must repent for all the sins done in this life. Moreover, a Hajji must
promise to give up the sinful actions. If he/she holds the belief that old sins will be as usual
after the Hajj as well, then it is not repentance rather it is defiance. Allah does not accept
worship from defiant servants. Allah accepts worship from Muttageen and Muttageen are
Allah fearing servants who fear the disobedience of Allah.

Provision of Tagwa: A Hajji must take provision of Tagwa with him/her for Hajj. Provision of
Tagwa means Halal Income and not the Haram income from the fear of Allah’s punishment.
During Hajj, for Tagwa a Hajj would not beg, steal, rob or cheat. Tagwa makes a Hajj sincere,
honest, humble, and righteous and so on in terms of Hajj provision.

Correct intention: The intention must be correct. Any intention except “For Allah” is a wrong
intention. Allah does not accept any worship that is not done absolutely for HIS sake. So, if
anyone performs Hajj for the name and fame, then the intention is not within Tagwa. He/she
will get what is intended but will not receive acceptance of the Hajj for rewards from Allah.

Must learn Hajj rules: A Hajji must learn rules and etiquettes well before going to the Hajj.
Lots of rules in Hajj takes time for sinking in. Some pilgrims rely on a small booklet which is not
good enough. One is doing Fard Hajj once in life and that person should make effort to grasp
the best knowledge for Hajj possible. Allah has given whole life, all opportunity to learn to
perform Fard Hajj only once in life. Yet if a Hajji makes very little effort for learning and makes
mistakes in Hajj duties, then that is not a sign of Tagwa at all.

Be with pious pilgrims: For the acceptance of Hajj, one must stick to the pious pilgrims.
Because pious pilgrims are sincere in their actions, they know what to do and what notto do in
performing Hajj. Pious pilgrims do not waste their time in gossiping, in photo taking, in fun etc.
They follow proper procedure in performing their Hajj. Being with pious pilgrims is a positive
motivation as well. On the other hand, being with non-pious pilgrims may demotivate in hard
work, continuous Tasbih and so on resulting in loss.

Refrain from making others suffer: A Hajji must make sure, in performing Hajj, is not causing
suffering to other pilgrims. If for his/her carelessness or pushing another a Pilgrim dies, or gets
injured, then he/she is performing Hajj as well as murdering or injuring a Muslim. So, one must
be extremely careful about own performance. One must not endeavour to earn rewards as
well as sins. If every Haijji is careful about his/her own actions, then the biggest gathering of
Hajj will be comfortable for everyone.

Following all the rules: A Hajji must follow all the rules in Hajj. Most particularly must follow
Halal and Haram rules. Also, must follow Fard, Wajib actions because without those Hajj is
not completed.

Following the teaching of Holy Prophet (peace be upon him): Not following his (peace be
upon him) teaching means innovating methods from others. Hajj is taught by Allah’s
messenger on behalf of Allah and Hajj must be performed according to the teaching of Allah’s
messenger. Or else that Hajj will not be accepted by Allah.

Conclusion: A runner in the Olympics aims for the gold medal as an outcome. What does a pilgrim
aim for in Hajj as an outcome? A pilgrim aims for acceptance of Hajj from Allah as an outcome. For
that best outcome, every Muslim in Hajj must make all effort to perform it with Taqwa, with
righteousness. In other words, an accepted Hajj must turn a Muslim to be a Muttaqi, to be Allah
fearing, to be righteous, to be dedicated in Allah’s service in every step of life and be surrendered to
Allah completely. When a Muslim develops fear and love for Allah in heart, and out of fear avoids
disobedience of Allah, and out of love dedicate fully into the obedience of Allah with everything he/she
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has, that makes him or her a Muttaqi. Allah loves that Muttaqi and accepts worship from that Muttaqi
and reward that Muttaqgi lavishly. Finally, the reward for Hajj is conditional. The condition is that the
Hajj must be accepted by Allah. That’s what we find in the Hadis as well. Abu Huraira (May Allah be
pleased with him) narrated that Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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“The reward of the accepted Hajj is nothing but paradise”
[Muttafaqun A’laih]

Y

Main duties in Umrah Haijj:

Umrah Hajj is little bit different than Hajj. The duties in Umrah Hajj are lesser than Main Hajj. The main
duties of Umrah Hajj are below according to the Hajj performed by Holy Messenger of Allah, and Hadis
in Sahih Muslim:

Ilhram: Intention must be for Umrah Hajj from Meekat,

Tawaf: Circling around the Ka’ba 7 rounds,

2 Rakah Salah: facing Ka’ba from behind Magam-e-lbrahim,

Sa’ee: between Mount Safa and Marwa 7 rounds,

Cutting hair: Shaving hair for male Hajj or shortening hair if after the break he/she is going to
do Hajj. For female, no shaving but little cut from the tip of hair.

vk wnN e

How to perform Umrah Hajj?

Now, let us go through in a little bit more in detail about how to do the Umrah Hajj. Some of the duties
will be like Hajj. So, | would like the readers to picture the duties in your mind slowly. Once the bigger
duties are sunk in your mind then the other smaller duties will be easier to grasp. The following
description should help Insha Allah about how to perform Umrah Hajj:

1. lhram: Make intention for Umrah by saying Labbaika Umrah. The other duties include:

» Make intention when transport begins to move, (Follow the guide)

» Wear lhram dress. For males 2 pieces of unsewn white cloth and for females any dress.
» Wear sandals (Sunnah).

» Recite Talbia as much as possible.

> Stop Talbia when you begin Tawaf.

2. Tawaf: Start Tawaf from the Black Stone:

> 7 rounds make 1 Tawaf: First 4 rounds is Fard, if missed must do again. 2™ 3 rounds
are Wajib, if missed can do Sactrifice for correction.

> Say any dua but Holy prophet (peace be upon him) recited especially the Quranic dua
in between Rukni Yaminee and Hazru Aswad,
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“Rabbanaa aatina fid dunya hasanah wa fil aakhirati hasanah. Waqinaa
a’jaabannar.”

[Our Lord! Grant us all the best things in this life and all the best things in next life and
save us from the punishment of the Hell.]

> Do ljtiba: It is Sunnah. Take the cloth for the upper body from under the right arm
» Do Romol: It is Sunnah. In first 3 rounds walk little faster than normal (not in last 4
rounds),
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Kissing Black Stone: It is Sunnah. If you can touch then kiss the hand, or if you can
touch with a stick, can kiss the stick. No touch means no kissing. One should not take
risk touching the Stone by putting oneself and others prone to accident.

3. 2 Rakah Salah: After completing Tawaf go toward Magam-e-lbrahim and recite the Quranic

verse:

>
>
>
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“Wattakhijoo mim-maqgaami Ibraaheema Musallah”
[And take the House of Ibrahim as a place of prayer.]
[Al-Quran 2:125]

Face Ka’ba standing behind the Magam-e-lbrahim,
In first Rakah recite Sura Fatiha then Sura Al-Kaafiroon
In 2nd Rakah Sura Fatiha then Sura Al-lkhlas.

4. Do Sa’ee: Sa’ee is running between Safa and Marwa mountains.

>

>
>

When arrive near Safa recite the Quranic verse:
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“Innas-safaa wal-marwata min sha’aaerillaah.”
[Surely, Safa and Marwa are among the Symbols of Allah]
[Al-Quran 2:158]

Begin round from Safa side,
When at the top of Safa, before you start walking towards the other side Marwa, look
toward Ka’ba and recite,

(B e a0 e Ay al gt Al ay pmy ek s i aly

“Laa ilaaha illallahu wahdahu laa shareeka lahu, Lahul mulku walahul hamdu wa
hua a’laa kulli shaien qadeer”

(There is no other true GOD except Allah, HE is the only One without any partners, the

Dominion is for HIM, the Praises are for HIM, and HE is Most Powerful over everything.)

Make other dua.

Come down from Safa, between green light males should run but for females normal
walking,

Go up in Marwa and do the same as on Safa top (as above) ...That makes 1 round
Continue for 7 rounds which will end in Marwa.

5. Cut hair: Shave if you are only doing Umrah. But cut short if you are doing Hajj after few days
so you can shave the head after the Hajj. For female, shorten the hair.

That is the end of Umrah Hajj. Umrah duties are lesser than Hajj duties.

Some differences for women in Haijj:

Most of the duties are like men but there are a few differences for female Hajj. We can list some of
them below for easy following:

> Dressinlhram. For female sewn dress and jewellery is allowed.
» Their head: Must be covered.
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Face: Uncovered face but in front of male best to cover,

Voice: Will recite Talbia with lower voice,

Speed: Normal. Won’t do Romol (quick walking) during Tawaf.

Normal walking: Won’t run between Safa and Marwa but will walk normal.

Hair: Won’t shave the head, few inches of hair from the top of hair is ok.

No risk: Won’t try to kiss Black Stone in crowded period.

In menses: In Menses or bleeding from childbirth will perform every other Hajj duty, except
Tawaf and Sa’ee. Once she is pure from those, will perform Tawaf and Sa’ee without delay.

VVYYVYVYYVY

Different types of Hajjs:
There are 3 kinds of Hajj:

1. Ifrad: The Hajj without Umrah with it is called Ifrad Hajj.

2. Kiran Hajj: In this type of Hajj, with one Ihram Umrah and Hajj both must be performed. At first
Umrah is done and then without breaking the Ihram, one must continue the Hajj duties until
ihram duties end.

3. Tamattu Hajj: In Hajj months with first lhram Umrah is done and then break the lhram. Then
wait (without going back home) for the 8th Julhijj for the start of Hajj and make new Ihram to
complete the Hajj duties.

For the outsiders of Makkah, Tamattu or Kiran Hajj is best because in one visit, and in the same
season they can perform both Umrah and Hajj.

Fard and Wajib actions in Haijj:
What are Fard actions and what are Wajib actions? The brief about them is given below:
Fard Actions:

In Islamic ruling some actions are compulsory. These actions must be done. Missing all of them or one
of them means the worship is cancelled. It must be done again. No penalty can correct it. So, in
simple terms Fard action is a “Must do” action.

In Hajj there are some Fard actions. Muslims must not miss them. Muslims should be very careful in
performing the Fard actions because these actions are the main pillars in Hajj. They must not be
missed. There are 3 Fard actions in Hajj. About the 4th* and 5th* has difference in opinion. The
differences of opinions are between 4 Imams in Ahle Sunnah wal Jema’ah. All of them are correct
because their opinions are based on evidence. We believe that different opinions are Allah’s Mercy
because they give us more flexibilities. They are:

1. lhram from Meekat: Making intention from the appointed boundary is a must do action.
[Mishqgat]

2. Uqufu A’rafah: Staying in the field of A’rafah on 9th Julhijj. It is on 9th Julhijj. The time is from
after Mid-day until before Fajr, at least one moment staying will serve the Fard. But staying in
A’rafah from after Mid-day till sunsetis Sunnah and more rewarding.

3. Tawaf-e-Jiarah: In 10th Julhijj coming from Mina, this Tawaf must be done. For outsiders 3
Tawaf: First one is on arrival that is Sunnah, second one is Tawaf-e-Jiarah on 10th Julhijj which
is Fard, and the third one is Tawaaful Widaa (Goodbye Tawaf at last) in either 12th or 13th
Julhijj which is Wajib. [Mishgat]

4. Sa’ee: *Running between Mount Safa and Marwa. Some scholar’s opinion is that it is Fard
action as well. (Ahle Hadis).

5. Halqg: *Shaving hair is Fard according to Shafee school of thought.

Page | 129



Wajib actions:

Wajib actions are close to Fard actions but essential to be done. If one misses a Wajib action can
correct it by offering a sacrifice as a penalty. So, pilgrims should be very careful about Wajib actions.

In Hajj, main Wajib actions are 6, but about 2 of them *difference in opinion. They are as below:

Sa’ee: * Some say itis Fard and other say it is Wajib.

Staying in Muzdalifa: After leaving A’rafah field, staying in Muzdalifa at night.

Rami: Pebble throwing in some places in Mina on 10th, 11th, 12", but 13th day is optional.
Qurbani: In Kiran and Tamattu Hajj.

Halq: *Shaving hair or cutting hair short. Note: Shafi School of thoughts considers it Fard
action.

6. Tawaaful Widaa: Goodbye Tawaf for outsiders. [Taken from Figh book “Moqgsudul
Mu’mineen” by Moulana Shah Moniruzzaman]

ahobd-=

Hajj days and duties: A brief chart

Hajj has certain duties in certain days. For a first-time pilgrim, it may seem quite a lot to remember.
But it is not that hard. The best thing is to memorise the days and main actions (Events) in brief.
Discuss about it with your close one about days and duties. Ask each other questions such as:

1. Whatday is the first day?
2. What are the duties in the first day?
3. Whatis the sequence of duties in that first day etc.?

This way, keep sharing until the last day. Through talking, asking, answering you will be amazed how
easily everything sinks in your mind. Once the basic chart of Days and Duties sink in your mind, then
you can feel relaxed and can go about more details.

Please see below the sequence of events:

Day one duties:

e Day one is 8th Julhijj,

e |hram,

e Tawaaful Qudum for outsiders (Sunnah),

e Stayin Minafrom Juhor to Fajr,

e Prayin Mina 5 Salah Juhor, Asr, Magrib, Isha and Fajr (Qasor Salah).

Day two duties:

e Daytwo is 9th Julhijj,

e |eave Mina for A’rafah after sunrise,

e Arrive in A’rafah before Juhor Salah,

e Juhor and Asr prayer in A’rafah (Qasor),

e Until Magrib do as much prayer, supplication, recitation etc as possible,
e After Sunset leave A’rafah for Muzdalifa,

e Pray Magrib and Isha on arrival of Muzdalifa (Qasor),

e Have rest (Sunnah),

e PrayFajrin early hour,

e Then make supplication facing Ka’ba.
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Day three duties:

Day three is 10th of Julhijj,

Leave Muzdalifa in 10th morning for Mina,

Throwing pebbles in Jamra,

Then stop Talbia and begin Takbir,

Do Qurbani,

Halq (Shaving hair or shortening hair for female),

Shower and change dress (lhram partially lifted),

Go to Ka’ba and do Tawaaful Ifada, Sa’ee (Now full Inram ends),
Go back to Mina before Sunset.

Day four duties:

Day four is 11th Julhijj,
Throwing 7 pebbles in each Jamra of 3 Jamra,
Stay in Mina.

Day five and duties:

Day five is 12th Julhijj,
Throwing 7 pebbles in each Jamra of 3 Jamra,
Stay in Mina but if one wants to finish Hajj in fifth day then,

Go to Ka’ba for Goodbye Tawaf (Wajib Tawaf exception for ladies with Menses or bleeding after

childbirth).

Day six and duties:

NOTE: For any exceptional circumstances follow your guides, Insha Allah.

Day six is 13th Julhijj,

Optional to stay until 13th,

If stayed, Throwing 7 pebbles in each Jamra of 3 Jamra,
Leave for Ka’ba for Tawaaful Widaa,

THAT ENDS THE HAJJ.

How to perform Hajj?

Performing Hajj has more duties involved than performing Umrah. In Hajj, the duties are performed
from 8th Julhijj till 12th or 13th Julhijj. 13th Julhijj is optional. If a Muslim can extend to 13th it is better
for him or her.

So here is another run down with little bit more in details.

1st day 8th of Julhijj.

Make ihram. Make intention saying Labbaika Hajjan.
If just arrived from outside perform Tawaaful Qudum.

Go to Mina before Juhor and stay the day and night until next sunrise.
In Mina perform 5 times Salah if you can, such as Juhor, Asr, Magrib, Isha and Fajr.

THAT ENDS YOUR FIRST DAY DUTY.

2nd day 9th Julhijj:

2nd day is also called the Day of A’rafah.
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Leave Mina for arriving in A’rafah field before Juhor Salah.

Perform Juhor and Asr together, with one Azan and two Igamah. Both Salah are Qasor Salah (2
Rakah instead of 4 Rakah).

Listen to the sermon.

Spend your rest of the time until Sunset in worship like Salah, Dua, Zikr, Reciting etc as much
as possible. This day is the best day for remembering Allah.

Leave the A’rafah field after Sunset for Muzdalifa.

On arrival of Muzdalifa perform Magrib and Isha together with one Azan and two Igamah.
Magrib is not Qasor (3 Rakah) but Isha is Qasor (2 Rakah instead of 4 Rakah).

Have rest at the night, pray if you can after some rest,

Pray Fajrin early period then make dua facing Ka’ba.

3rd day 10th of Julhijj:

Continue Talbia,

Leave Muzdalifa for Mina.

On the way throw 7 pebbles on Jamaratul Qubra. For the first pebble say, “Bismillahi Allahu
Akbar,” and then for the next 6 just say, “Allahu Akbar.”

Pebbles must be small. Throwing shoes, big Stones etc not allowed.

Stop Talbia once you throw pebbles and from now begin Takbir, “Allahu Akbar- Allahu Akbar-
Laa Ilaaha Illallahu- Wallahu Akbar- Allahu Akbar -Walillahil Hamd.”

Do Qurbani (Sacrificing animal). [You may arrange with professionals to do it for you).

Shave your head. For female a little hair cut from tip of the hair.

Have shower and change dress. Your lhram is now partially over. You can remove lhram dress
and have shower. But you are not yet allowed for spouse.

Go to Ka’ba for Tawaaful Ifada. This Tawaf is Fard. How to do Tawaf? Just follow the method we
mentioned above for Umrah.

Then do Sa’ee between Safa and Marwa.

NOW YOU ARE COMPLETELY OUT OF IHRAM. Now you are allowed for spouse as well.

Go back to Mina before Sunset.

4th day 11th of Julhijj:

You are in Mina.

Stay in Mina for the day and night.

Throw pebbles on 3 Jamra. In each Jamra 7 pebbles. After throwing on each Jamra make
supplication.

5th day 12th of Julhijj:

You are still in Mina.

Throw pebbles like 4th day and make supplications afterwards.

If you want to leave Mina on this day, leave Mina before Magrib towards Ka’ba for Last Tawaf
(Goodbye Tawaf for outsiders).

But if you want to stay in Mina can stay. Staying for another day is best.

6th day 13th Julhijj:

If stayed, you are still in Mina today.
Finish your pebble throwing like 4th and 5th day.
Leave Mina before sunset.
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Go for final Tawaf (Goodbye Tawaf) if you are an outsider. Note: In last Tawaf Romol and ljtiba
is not required.

Exception for female in Menses or in bleeding after childbirth. They can skip the Tawaaful
Widaa.

ALL DONE.

How to perform the different types of Hajjs?

Now, let us put every Hajj duty in simpler form. For example, as following:

>
>

Umrah Hajj: The description is given in above.

Tamattu Hajj: At first do Umrah Hajj as above. Then break Ihram and wait. Then on 8th again
make lhram and follow the above method written on “How to perform Hajj?”

Kiran Hajj: Do Umrah first and then without breaking Ihram continue Hajj duties starting from
8th Julhijj.

Ifrad Hajj: Without any Umrah and Qurbani. Do all other duties starting from 8th Julhijj until
12th or 13th.
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Chapter 9: Some facts and Rewards

The beneficial Black Stone:

Some may wonder why it is called Black Stone. Where is the origin of that Black Stone? Why is it the
Stone was placed in there? What is its job and so on? Some of the answers | have given in this book,
but to refresh our minds, and remind ourselves, | decided to give brief facts again. We shall look for
answer from three Hadis’s:

Black Stone was white:
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“lbn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him)
said: “When Hazru Aswad (Black Stone) was sent down from the Paradise, it was whiter than

milk. Later the sins of Adam’s children turned it to black.”
[Ahmed. Tirmidi]

So, from the Hadis we find the following answers about black Stone:

Itis really a Stone,

The origin of itis in paradise,

This Stone was sent by Allah’s order,

Angel Jibrael brought it down to Ibrahim (peace be upon him),

Ibrahim (peace be upon him) placed it according to divine instruction,
The job of this Stone is to suck the pilgrim’s sins,

So, this Stone is to serve Allah’s servants with Allah’s commands,
This Stone is also a servant of Allah,

Pilgrims do not worship this Stone but

Pilgrims follow Allah’s commands and Holy prophet’s teachings to love the Stone from
paradise etc.

VVYVYVYVVVYYVYYVY

Black Stone was in Paradise:
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Ibn Omar (May Allah be pleased with both) Narrated that he heard from Holy prophet (Peace be upon
him): “Hazru Aswad and Magam e Ibrahim (Stone) both are two precious Stones (Yaqoot) from all
the precious Stones in Paradise. Allah removed their brightness. If their brightness was not
removed, then they would have brightened everything from the east to the west of this world.”
[Tirmidi]

In Hajj, Allah has kept many miraculous things. Hajj has so many miraculous stories involved in it. All
these true stories are the special Signs of Allah. If anyone wants to know about Allah and HIS Power,
then he or she will find many Signs of Allah in Hajj. Everything in it, every duty in it, is a great Sign of
Allah. Black Stone is one of them. Allah has Power to give or remove light and brightness from a
precious Stone. Just like Allah can give or remove smile from a human through life and death. Allahu
Akbar!
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BlackStone as witness on the Day of Judgment:

Another miracle of Allah about the black Stone is, on the Day of Judgment Allah will make it see and
speak. It will be given a tongue to speak. Allah will ask it to give witness about those who have kissed it
with Faith in Allah.
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Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with both) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said
about the black Stone: “By Allah! On the Day of Judgment Allah will raise it, it will have two eyes by
which it will see, and it will have a tongue by which it will speak, and it will give witness for those
who have kissed it with the faith in Allah.”
[Tirmidi. Ibn Maazah. Daremy]

Rewards from Tawaf:

Tawaf means circling around the Holy Ka’ba. Allah made the Tawaf a very important part of the Hajj.
Allah wants Muslim pilgrims to go around it while praising Allah. Ibrahim and Ismael (peace be upon
them) were given the job first to maintain the Ka’ba for those who would come to do Tawaf and so on.
Holy Quran confirms it:
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“And WE took the promise from Ibrahim and Ismael, that they should cleanse MY House for

those who circle it around (Tawaf), or use it as retreat, or bow, or prostrate themselves.”
[Al-Quran 2:125]

For Tawaf Allah rewards Muslim pilgrims. One of the rewards is as in the following Hadis:
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(Tabe’yee) Ubaid Ibn Umair (May Allah’s mercy be on him) narrated about Hazrat Abdullah ibn Omar
(May Allah be pleased with both) that Ibn Omar said: “l heard holy prophet (Peace be upon him) said
that whoever shall make 7 rounds around the Ka’ba will receive same reward as freeing a slave.
Allah will forgive one sin from each step for the Tawaf. And for each step Allah will reward a good
deed.”

[Tirmidi].

During Tawaf one should avoid un-necessary talks. Tawaf is around Allah’s mercy and a pilgrim should
focus to earn that Mercy as much as possible. So, the pilgrim can earn more rewards.
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Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: “If
a pilgrim has completed 7 rounds around the Ka’ba and has not spoken any other talks except
**¢Subhaanallaahi, wal hamdulillaahi, walaa ilaaha illallahu wallahu Akbar, walaa haula walaa
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quwwata illaa billaahil a’liyyil a’jeem’**, Then his 10 sins will be deleted, 10 good deeds will be
added, and 10 higher statuses will be increased.”
[Ibn Maazah]

Meaning of the dua: **...**Allah is Pure, and all the praise for Allah, and there are no other true gods
but Allah, and Allah is the Greatest, and there is no other power (shelter) except Allah.

Dua between Rukni Yaminee and Black Stone:

Rukni Yaminee is the name of a corner of Ka’ba. In Tawaf this corner and the corner of Black Stone
(Hazru Aswad) are side by side. In between these two corners Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) made
the following dua.

Abdullah ibn Saieb (May Allah be pleased with him) said that he saw Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him) making the following dua in the middle place between Hazru Aswad and Rukni Yaminee,

“Rabbanaa aatina fid-dunya hasanah wafil aakhirati hasanah waqinaa a’jaaban-naar.”

(Our Lord! Grant us all the best things in this world and all the best things in next life and save us from
the punishment of the Hell Fire.) [Abu Dawood]

What happens when a pilgrim makes this dua sincerely? One of those things is, Angels join in this dua.
ﬁ z 8
J

uy.m@d&g <<due3~t3‘\-\-‘9 i&\uimf_,.\.m 4.\94»\‘_,.*'4\}3\}3)& X
5 AW 3 L b dgdiad) 3 piad) il ) Al O ad ¢ dlao) FRAN o KL
Ol 8190, Calt \JSBJL\S\ c_\\.r— U@J%bﬁ?\é}%bﬁ‘uﬁm\ vy
aala
Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
“There are 70 angels appointed near Rukni Yaminee. When a pilgrim says, “Rabbanaa aatina fid-
dunya hasanah wafil aakhirati hasanah waginaa a’jaaban-naar.” Then the 70 angels say,

“Ameen!” Allah acceptit.”
[Ibn Maazah]

Allah accepts the dua from angels because they are pure from sins. So, when angels join in the dua
with pilgrims, then Allah accepts the dua in there.

Day of A’rafah:

Day of A’rafah is 9th of Julhijj. In this day all pilgrims gather in a vast field. The large gathering for Allah
reminds the Gathering on the Day of Judgment. This day has huge significance and huge rewards as
well.

Day for freeing from Hell Fire:

This Day Allah forgives so many servants and set them free from Hell Fire. Allah forgives their
punishment and replaces it with HIS Mercy and the grant of Paradise for those whom Hajj is accepted.
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Hon Ayesha (May Allah be pleased with her) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
“There is no other day than the day of A’rafah in which Allah frees HIS servants from the Hell Fire.
HE comes too close to the servants and expresses to the angels about how much proud HE is
about HIS servants, and HE asks the angels, ‘Tell ME what they want? (I will give them).”
[Muslim]

The best dua is the dua in A’rafah:

Muslims make dua every day to Allah. But one of the best day and place for dua is the dua in the field
of A’rafah. Because Allah comes very close to HIS servants with HIS mercy and forgiveness.
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Amor Ibn Shuaib narrated from his father through his grandfather that holy prophet (Peace be upon
him) said: Among all the dua, the best dua is the dua on the day of A’rafah and the best of Zikr
from all the Zikr, | and previous prophets have done is: “Laa ilaaha illallahu wahdahu laa
shareeka lahu Lahul mulku walahul hamdu wa hua a’laa kulli shaien qadeer.”
[Tirmidi]

Satan is humiliated on the Day of A’rafah:

In this day Satan is humiliated the most. Satan celebrates if he can misguide a person to take that

person towards hell fire with him. But Satan feels humiliated when he sees that Allah is forgiving HIS
servants to take them into Paradise.
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Talha ibn Obaidullah Ibn kareej (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that holy prophet (peace be
upon him) said: “Satan is never seen so much humiliated, so much contempt, so much lowly and
so much angry except on the Day of A’rafah. Because he sees, Mercy is coming on Allah’s
servants, servant’s big sins are being forgiven, as what he saw on the day of Badr battle.
Someone asked, what was seen on the day of Badr O messenger of Allah! He (peace be upon
him) answered: On Badr day Satan saw Angels Jibrael (Peace be upon him) was making row with
angels.”

[Malik as Mursal]

Great day for forgiveness:

Usually Friday (Jumma day) is the best day every week. But once a year for forgiveness, the day of
A’rafah is the best day. Allah forgives HIS servants lavishly on the Day of A’rafah.
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Zaber (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “When
Day of A’rafah arrives, Allah comes down to the lowest heaven and expresses to the angels
about how proud HE is with Pilgrims. Allah says, “Look at MY servants! They have come with

untidy hairs, with dust all over their bodies, towards ME with supplications, from far to further. |
am keeping you MY witness and declaring that | am forgiving them.

Then angels say, “O our Lord! Such person is called a big sinner and such man and woman too.”
Allah says, “l forgive them too!”
[Sharhus Sunnah]

Satan’s regret:

Satan was driven away from Allah’s Mercy due to his defiance. Every time he sees Allah’s Mercy on
Muslims he regrets seriously.
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Abbas ibn Mirdas (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him)
made supplication to Allah for the forgiveness of Pilgrims in the afternoon on the Day of A’rafah.
The answer was from Allah, ‘| forgive all the sins except doing wrong on others; | shall capture
the wrongdoers on behalf of the victims.’

Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) prayed then, ‘O Allah! If YOU want, YOU can grant paradise for
the wronged ones and YOU can pardon the wrongdoers for it.” But that day no answer came.

Then Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) made the same supplication in dawn in Muzdalifa, then his
dua was answered for which he was praying for. For this he (Peace be upon him) smiled.

Seeing holy prophet’s smile Abu Bakr and Omar (May Allah be pleased with both) said, ‘O messenger
of Allah! Let our parents be dedicated for you! Why did you smile such a time when you never
smile like this? May Allah keep you in happiness all the time!’

Holy prophet (Peace be upon him) said: ‘when Allah’s enemy Satan came to know that Allah
accepted my dua and has forgiven my followers (Pilgrims), then Satan picked up soil and began
hitting his head with the soil and said, ‘Alas! My bad luck!’

Satan’s restlessness (from regrets) made me smile.”
[Ibn Maazah].

————————————— -- ------------------——-----The End - e

Page | 139



